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Introduction 
We   are  being  introduced  to  several  women  bilingual  writers,  in  this  contemporary  

literary  arena.  Many  of  them  have  their  works   published  in  their  regional  language  and  

English.   This  study  focuses  on   the  writing  style  of   the  women  writers  of  two  different  

periods.  Changes   can  happen   in  the  attitude  of  the  people,  thought  process,   possessions,  

perspectives  and  so  on.  This  is  likely  to  reflect  in  the  writings  of  our  authors.  This  

study  focuses  on  the  transformations   occurred  in  the  writing  perceptions  of  two  women  

writers ,  who  have  their  works  published  in  the  language  Malayalam  and  English.  

Kamala Suraiyya   formerly  known  as  Kamala Das  who  widely  wrote  under  the  penname  

Madhavikutty  is  one  of  the  leading  writers  of  Kerala.  Her  writings  were  gentle  and  

touched  the  details  of   man woman  relationship  nostalgia  etc. The  contemporary  writer  

Anita Nair  reveals  her  mature  thoughts  through  her  works.  Through  her  travelogues  she  

brings  out  her  willingness  in  adapting  to  the  changes.  This  paper  is  an  attempt  to  seek  

the  prospects  in evaluating  characteristic  change  of  literature   through   the   bilingual  

women  writers  of  different  era. 

The major  contribution  of  India  to  the  world  literature  is  the  copiously  creative  

literary  works  generated  by  Indian  novelists  in  English.  The  works  of  these  novelists  

mirrored  diverse  issues  as  social,  political,  economical  and  so  on. This  paper  intends  to  

focus  on  the  varied  perceptions  of  women  writers  of  Kerala,  who  contribute  their  

creative  thoughts  both  in  Malayalam  and  in  English.  It  has  been  said  that  we  all  are  

instinctively  bilingual. We  tend  to  think  in  our  own  language  and  convert  the  thoughts  

into  English.   
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 While  discussing  about  the  women  writers,  it  can  be  viewed  that  the  number  of  

writers  worth  mentioning  constitute  a  smaller  group.  Or  due  to  some  faceless  reasons  

they  are  not  acknowledged  to  the  society.  Of this, bilingual women writers are 

comparatively less in number.  Most  of  the  writers  choose  to  write  in  their  own  native  

language.  Writing  in  one’s  own  language  helps  them to  portray  their  indigenous  culture,  

tradition,  dialectical  variations  etc more lucidly.  There  are  many renowned  authors  in  the  

current  era  of  contemporary  literature.  Among them are a few who writes in both languages. 

A  comparative  analysis  of  the  contemporary  writers  and  those  belonging  to  previous  era  

offers  certain  differences. Attitudinal difference is a major factor.  They  seem  to  be  

imprisoned  in  their  own  world  of  thoughts  and  conceptions.  The contemporary standpoint 

differs.  They seem to be more liberal.  This  topic  is  being  discussed  here  with  reference  to  

the  authors  Kamala Das  or  Madhavikutty ,  a  modern  writer   belonging  to  the  earlier  

generation  and  Anita  Nair  representing  the  current  literary  group. 

 

 Kamala Das  also  known  as  Kamala Suraiyya, an  iconoclast  in  her  generation,  is  an  

Indian English  poet  and  litterateur,  from  Kerala.  She  is  known  by  her  pen name  

Madhavikutty.  In  Kerala  she  is  known  for  her  short  stories  and  autobiography. She  dealt  

with  diverse  topics  which  were  essentially  different  in  kind.  Most  of  her  works  discussed  

the  themes  of  betrayal  of  love,  longings,  hopes  etc.  Her  style  characterised  boldness, not  

reluctant  to  open up. Her  approach  to  female  sexuality  was  honest and  genuine,  devoid  of  

guiltiness.  To  speak  of  the  writing  style  we  can  say  that  her  treatment  of  language  is  

easy  to  comprehend. 

 

  Anita Nair  is  one  of  the  remarkable  Indian  English  writers.  She  has  been  

writing  novels,  short  stories  poems,  children’s  stories,  travelogues  etc.  ‘The  Better Man’  

and  ‘Ladies Coupe’  are  her  often  remembered  and  widely  read  works.  Her  collection  of  

poems  ‘Malabar Mind’  is  an  interesting  effort.  She  pens down  her  travelling  experiences  

in  a  Malayalam  monthly  magazine  named  ‘Yatra’.  Through  her  works,  she  attempts  to  

expose  the  multifaceted  female  life  with  wit  and  humour. 
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 Tracing  the  works  of  women  writers,  it  can  be  said  that  drastic  changes  has  not  

taken  place  in  their  rendering.  But  it  has  to  be  admitted  that  slight  changes  have  

definitely  occurred  in  their  perceptions  and  insights.  With  reference  to  the  above  authors  

mentioned,  attitudinal  variance  is  prominent. Probing  into  the  themes  depicted  a 

transformation  is  felt  by  the  readers.  Kamala Das  has  tried  to  bring forth  a  different  

perspective  altogether  when  compared  to  her  contemporaries.  The  directness of  her  voice,  

unlike  other  female  writers  of  her  age,  placed  her  in  a  distinct  space.  Her  ideas  revolved  

around  certain  feminine  traits.  Most  of  her  works  reflected  the  theme  of  love,  sensuality,  

sexual  disposition etc.  When  the  society  often  demanded  to  conceal  the   sexual  aspects  

Kamala Das  dared  to  transmute  her  feelings  into  words.  She  says: 

 “ Gift  him  all, 

    Gift  him  what  makes  you  woman  the  scent  of 

    Long  hair, the  musk  of  sweat  between  the  breasts, 

   The  warm  shock  of  menstrual  blood,  and  all  of  your 

   Endless  female  hungers....”  ( “The Looking Glass” ) 

These  lines  expose  her  openness,  without  unwillingness. Even  the  handling  of  

religious  themes  is  intertwined  with  sensuality.  The  readers  can  infer  that  her  motives  are  

more  human, as  she  herself  states  in  one  of  her  poems, (“An Introduction”) “It  is  as  

human,  as  I  am  human,...”   

 

 The  perceptions  of  Anita Nair  can  be  evaluated  as  contrary  to  the  former.  This  

could  be  effortlessly  made  out  from  her  novel  ‘Ladies  Coupe”.  The  protagonist  of  the  

novel  Akhilandeswari,  is  seeking  a  solution  to  the  question  that  has  been  with  her  

throughout  her  life: Can  a  woman  stay  single  and  be  happy, or  does  a  woman  need  a  

man  to  feel  complete?  This  idea  of   Anita’s  character  is  quite  different  from  the  notions  

of  Kamala Das  who  firmly  believed  in  love  and  affection.  In  a  novel  like  “Ladies  

Coupe”,  the  protagonist  representing  the  thoughts  of  a  new  era  tends  to  believe  that,  

male  companionship  is  least  essential  for  a  woman  to  live on.  It  is  quite  evident that  the  

idea  of  female  sexuality  in  Anita  Nair  is  entirely  different  from  Kamala Das.  But  at  

some  point,  it  could  be  seen  that  the   directness  in  voice  is  shared  by  both  of  them  but  
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the  approach  varies.. Anita  makes  an  impact  on  the  readers,  revealing  what  she  wants  out  

of  life. She  says: 

 “I  like  my  body  to  be  loved 

  Touched, stroked  and  desired. 

  I  am  a  woman  who  lives  to  fulfil 

  Her nerve-end  longings....”    (‘Free Fall 37’) 

 

 Even though  she  couldn’t  bring  out  much  in  her  poetical  works  when  compared  to  

Kamala Das, almost  every  aspects  of  human  existence  finds  a  place  in  her  collection  of  

poems, “Malabar Mind”.  Youth, lust,  hope, sensual  existence, irony, beaches,  journeys  etc. 

 

While comparing  the  characters  of  the  two  authors  ,  we  can  conclude  that  one  

character  has  a  hunger  for  man’s  love  and  passion  and  the  other  craves  for   life  and  

experience.  This may be due  to  several  reasons;  the age which they belongs to, is significant. 

Entrapped  in  an  age  of  restrictions  and  limitations  might  have  made  Kamala Das  feel  

insecure.  This  feeling  of  insecurity  drilled  in  her  an  urge  for  love  and  affection.  The  

isolation  experienced  during  the  childhood  as  portrayed  in  the  work, “Balyakala 

Smaranakal”  can  be  another  cause. 

 

A  male  perspective  of  the  world  differs  from  a  female  perspective.  In  this,  the  

outlook  of  the  women  writers  varies  according  to  the  era  they  belong to.  By  referring  to  

the  authors  like  Kamala Das  and  Anita  Nair,  it  can  be  seen  that  the  former  represented  

an  age  which  offered  limited  exposure  to  the  freedom  of  thoughts.  They  were  confined  

to  a  specific  space,  in  which  their  feelings  and  emotions  were  chained.  The  latter,  as  

mentioned  earlier,  seems  to  behold  liberal  thoughts.  As  a  mouthpiece  of  the  modern  

epoch  she  is  being  exposed  to  various  turnings  of  her  life.  Perhaps,  this  is  seen  reflected  

in  her  works.  In fact,  we  can  conclude  that  through   women  writer’s  eyes,  one  can  see  a  

different  world.    
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