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Abstract: 

The paper explores the track that led to the Endosulphan tragedy in Kasaragod. The 
argument here is that every formidable ecocide today has its germ in the neo-colonial 
agenda of the imperial West. The literary text selected to substantiate the observation is 
Ambikasuthan Mangad’s fiction Enmakaje, written in Malayalam. Not only that the select 
novel contributes greatly to bringing regional literature to prominence, but also that the 
different language styles employed in the novel by the novelist stand practically very 
close to the pesticide holocaust that occurred in one of the districts of Kerala. 

It was Pramod K. Nayar who pointed out the indispensable necessity for postecolonial 
theory today, in one of his articles. The idea of postecolonial theory combines 
postcolonialism and ecological concerns. The environment of the developing and under-
developed nations has become mere markets and laboratories for experimentation for the 
developed. The colonial forces manipulate with the State and the bureaucracy of the 
weaker nations to exploit nature. During the process, the State power becomes 
oppressive and public resistance and revolts are killed in favour of the Occidental 
technological imperialism. Therefore environmental destruction cannot be read anymore 
as something for which the loose concept ‘man’ is to be blamed – the enemies are to be 
located with precision. The uncontrolled spraying of Endosulphan is construed in this 
paper as a sum total of capitalist companies’ plan to exploit Third World environment 
and the oppressive State’s assistance to it. Ambikasuthan Mangad’s novel is a faction 
(fact + fiction, according to Carl Muller), an account of the tragedy and its real global 
political causes.  
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*** 

 The paper analytically follows the track that led to the Endosulphan pesticide tragedy in 

the district of Kasaragod in Kerala, with exclusive reference to Ambikasuthan Mangad’s 

Enmakaje, a Malayalam novel. The present paper is a reading of select portions of Ambikasuthan 

Mangad’s fictional narrative of the atrocities sowed by the fatal pesticide named Endosulphan in 
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the Enmakaje village in the light of postcolonial theory. Such a study can be seen to be building 

up its own universal relevance through putting forth the finding that every formidable ecocide in 

the world today has its germ in the neo-colonial and capitalist agendas of the imperial West. 

Enmakaje renders an admirable storehouse of protests and resistances, to safeguard ecology and 

indigenous discourses of developing and underdeveloped territories, in the best possible way 

regional literatures can perform the task. As an account of the holocaust begotten by the pesticide 

and its real global political causes, Enmakaje is a faction, fact + fiction, as exemplified by the Sri 

Lankan writer Carl Muller while prefacing with his novel The Jam Fruit Tree. When asked why 

does he term his works as factions, Muller said: “I use the word faction because, while I maintain 

that mine is a work of fiction, it is based on factual experiences and real-life characters who have 

been disguised but easily recognized” (http://www.sundayobserver.lk/2008/02/03/plus05.asp). 

Such an inseparable merging has been borrowed as the pattern to build up the structure of this 

paper on Enmakaje too.   

Pramod K. Nayar points out the indispensable necessity for an alliance of 

environmentalism with postcolonial theory. In his article “Postecolonial Theory: A New 

Ontopology and Radical Politics”, Nayar introduces the term postecolonial theory which, 

according to him, is “a portmanteau term which...equally highlights the ecological and 

postcolonial concerns of this theorizing” (Nayar 245). The new forms of colonial agenda 

disregard nature on its way to set up industrial firms. Disastrous approaches to nature gradually 

lead to ecocide, destruction of nature. Marginalization of nature is the effect.  

In the discursive domain of intellectual debates, contemporary postcolonial theory has 

remained firmly anthropocentric. This intensely self-reflexive and politically conscious 

theory has ignored the most pernicious kind of colonization in civilizational history: of 

Nature and other life forms by man. No sustained interrogation of this anthropocentrism 

of postcolonial theorizing has yet been available. (Nayar 246) 

Therefore, “a greening of postcolonial thought” (Nayar 245) is necessary in the present 

context. Since its appearance as a full-blown theory and practice in the 1980s, postcolonial 

studies have cogitated on innumerable forms of colonial project. The new modes of imperialism, 

which restrain the use of force, impose subordinate identity---designated by the term ‘subaltern’-
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--even specifically on the natural environment in the postcolonial nations. These ecological 

spaces become sheer markets and laboratories for capitalist experimentations of the mercenary 

entities, which are chiefly occidental.  

Ecocriticism, as a critical approach, began in the late 1980s in the USA and spread to the 

UK as green studies in the 1990s. It  is the study of environment from an interdisciplinary point 

of view where all sciences come together to analyze the environment and brainstorm possible 

solution for the correction of contemporary situation in the matter of nature – destruction of 

nature and preservation of nature. Ecocriticism designates the critical writings which explore the 

relation between literature and the biological and physical environment, conducted with an acute 

awareness of the devastation being wrought on that environment by human activities. Ecocritics 

investigate such things as the underlying ecological values, and whether the examination of place 

should be a distinctive category, much like class, gender, or race. They observe whether or not 

current environmental issues are accurately represented, or even mentioned, in popular culture 

and modern literature.  

The term ‘ecocriticism’ was coined in the late 1970s by combining ‘criticism’ with a 

shortened form of ‘ecology’. Ecology is the science that investigates the interrelation of all forms 

of plant and animal life with each other and with their physical habitats. Cheryll Glotfelty is 

regarded as the acknowledged founder of ecocriticism in the USA.  

Just as feminist criticism examines language and literature from a gender conscious 

perspective, and Marxist criticism brings an awareness of modes of production and 

economic class to its reading of texts, ecocriticism takes an earth-centred approach to 

literary studies. (Glotfelty 1996: xix) 

It is high time we took this critical approach out to the spheres of politics, drawing 

heavily on its UK version and combining the relevant ethos of postcolonialism with it. Glotfelty 

has pointed out a disunity that exists in the arena of ecocriticism. Barry writes:  

. . . there is perhaps a tendency for the American writing to be ‘celebratory’ in tone 

(occasionally degenerating into what harder-left critics disparagingly call ‘tree-hugging’), 

whereas the British variant tends to be more ‘minatory’, that is, it seeks to warn us of 
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environmental threats emanating from governmental, industrial, commercial and neo-

colonial forces. (Barry 242) 

Enmakaje brings to light the repercussions of the State’s manipulations to defend its 

commercial motives at the cost of life of nature: on one hand, private industrial firms with 

imperial roots are spared of questioning by the global public, while on the other, human beings 

bear the evil effects of ecocides. 

In the matters of story, characters and the locale, Enmakaje is a fictitious work merely at 

a negligible level. The unscientific spraying of Endosulphan pesticide by the Plantation 

Corporation of Kerala over the cashew plantations in the district of Kasaragod and the disasters 

that this unpardonable governmental act brings about in the environment and human lives in the 

villages of Kasaragod are used raw as the sources to weave the story. The Report on Health 

Effects of Endosulphan and Progress of Rehabilitation Activities in Kerala, published by the 

Department of Health and Family Welfare, Government of Kerala on 20th April 2011, says: 

Endosulphan, a highly toxic organochlorine pesticide was sprayed in the cashew 

plantations in Kasaragod District since 1978, till 2001 regularly three times every year. 

The aerial spraying of Endosulphan was undertaken to contain the menace of the tea 

mosquito bug.  

As early as 1979, stunted growth and deformed limbs were noticed among new born 

calves. By 1990s health disorders of very serious nature among the human population 

came to the lime light. Children were found to be the worst affected with congenital 

anomalies, mental retardation, physical deformities, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, 

hydrocephalus etc. Men and women were also affected with various chronic ailments, 

many irreversible and difficult to treat. From the mid of 1990’s, the community living 

near plantations had been complaining against the spraying of Endosulphan. (9) 

Enmakaje is, in reality, a village in the district of Kasaragod in Kerala.  Rather than the 

name of a place, Enmakaje becomes a word that signifies an instance of historical resistance of 

the common people against the callous and profit-ridden activities of business establishments 
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who are visibly supported by the ruling State.  The struggle of the people of Enmakaje is to ward 

off the poisonous pesticide named Endosulphan from their heaven-like village. 

Various credible agencies conducted surveys to study the situation and discovered that 

the pesticide Endosulphan is the villain in Enmakaje and neighbouring villages.  However, the 

Plantation Corporation disregarded the survey reports as they were determined to serve the 

capitalist forces like the pesticide manufactures.  The government therefore brought forth 

cooked-up and biased survey reports to provide Endosulphan with a good conduct certificate.  

Among the sixteen groups which studied the Endosulphan tragedy in Kasaragod, the first one, 

after their survey in 2001, concluded that the sufferings of the people have nothing to do with the 

pesticide. The Committee also added that the cashewnut plantations, where Endosulphan was 

used, should be maintained well at any cost as the produce brings 2500 crores of dollars for the 

country. Without any authentic and scientific study, those committees with vested interests 

underpinned the claim of the oppressive establishments and social systems like capitalism and 

bureaucracy. Another body, Fredrick Institute of Plant Protection and Toxicology (FIPPAT), 

received seven lakhs rupees from PCK in June 2001 and held a study concluding that the 

presence of the pesticide in the affected areas is negligible. To the surprise of all, the FIPPAT 

report was released in a press conference by the head of the organization of pesticide 

manufacturers. When FIPPAT representative appeared before another committee formed later, 

he was accompanied by the representatives of the organization of pesticide manufacturers. 

Postecolonial criticism can carry out a more subtle and specific study of the terrors that the bond 

between the State and capitalism can bring to the people through disturbed physical 

environments.  

A good portion of the land in Enmakaje has been made cashewnut plantations by the 

Plantation Corporation of Kerala which is a body under the government.  The ecological 

equilibrium in Enmakaje got disturbed after the plantation corporation started spraying the 

pesticide named Endosulphan in the cashewnut plantations using helicopters. People started 

succumbing to mysterious diseases and numerous babies were born with deformities.  The 

number of mentally retarded children increased and suicide rates due to physical ailments hiked. 

Birds, insects and other animals started disappearing after Endosulphan made the soil, water and 

air of Enmakaje feel its presence. In the novel, Neelakandan, who migrates to Enmakaje, sees 
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children with tongues sticking out permanently, endlessly open mouths, inability to eat anything 

solid, and unnaturally big or small legs and hands and head. He saw water bodies which once 

had the purity of medical quality to cure minor skin diseases but which have now become fatal 

for even little aquatic animals and amphibians. Cancer, epilepsy, physical and mental disabilities, 

skin diseases, schizophrenia, etc. are found ubiquitous in the locale. Even domestic animals like 

cow give birth to young ones with deformities; honey bees die. 

Neelakandan probes deep into the situation and shockingly finds that the villagers believe 

these maladies to be the curse of Jadaadhaari, the deity whom they worship. Neelakandan 

succeeds in collectively leading the villagers to the truth that the diseases are a result of spraying 

a pesticide named Endosulphan in the plantation by the Plantation Corporation. The State has 

always succeeded in diluting the agitations against the destructive effects of various industrial 

projects through projecting the developments that they assure. Development and progress, 

therefore, often can be seen as not going hand-in-hand with the welfare of nature and the public. 

The unscrupulous oration of a PCK officer in the novel is an instance of this: 

Is it possible to spray after covering all the lakes and rivers of this place? We are officers 

of the PCK. The PCK belongs to the government. If you have any complaint, inform the 

government. When the produce is good, government’s economic status would be safe. 

Government means you, the people, isn’t it?  Therefore, we are working hard for you 

welfare. Got it? (EM 85-86) 

The experiences of the villagers in Enmakaje do not teach them that the State’s progress 

in economic and other matters is their welfare.  But in the history, the ruling system and the 

officials in the  industrial sector have relentlessly struggled to make the common people 

convinced of the claim that, while a few suffer, the majority can harvest gains and comforts 

through destructive commercial projects in the nation under the supervision of foreign powers. 

The people, who are all either victims or close relations of victims, assemble under 

Neelakandan and, protests and resistances went to the extent of attempting to harm the PCK 

officers and the helicopter used for spraying the pesticide. The State employs the usual or widely 

used strategy to deal with the protesters ---they are all labeled as naxalites, extremists or 

terrorists. The State could then use the oppressive system called the police to torture common 
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people and their leaders. The State and its power lay its oppressive hands over the powerless 

common people to accomplish its mercenary designs. The authorities from the part of the 

administration threaten the social activists and revolutionaries who gather people against 

Endosulphan in order to please the pesticide lobby.  

The author of Enmakaje has himself written in an article titled “Neethikedinte 

Thadavarakal” (Prisons of Injustice), published in Mathrubhumi weekly:  

The shocking physical deformities of children born with strange bodies are not created by 

the media through ‘morphing’. Instead, they are lives that got shattered when the poison 

was sprayed from the helicopters over the innocent people of Kasaragod, for long twenty 

five years, by the PCK with the vile support of changing governments. Not only PCK, but 

also the manufacturers of the strong venom and the agricultural scientists who suggested 

pouring it over the people are the culprits. (41) 

In this era of neo-colonial forces and ideologies, chemical products from imperial 

countries are not mere commodities; the ruling classes of developing and under-developed 

countries become either unaware of or deliberately disregards the hidden agenda that aims to 

penetrate the economic world of the host nation. The industries with colonial roots do not show 

the obligation to ensure that their smooth running does not disturb nature and the people there. 

Dr. Shaan Bhog, a professor of Pharmacology at Manipal Kasthurba Medical College, and a well 

known human rights activist in Karnataka, conducts a study of issues in Enmakaje and brings 

forth a report. In the fortieth chapter of the novel, there is a discussion on Shaan Bhog’s report 

among Sreerama and Neelakandan. Sreerama points out: 

I’ll say another fact that’s interesting. Neelakandan, have you noticed the names of the 

chemical pesticides which the corporate powers release into the markets? Their names 

have the language of war, violence and cruelty. Round-up is manufactured by Mansanto 

in America. What is the meaning of ‘round-up’? To catch people by encircling! Hope you 

know Machete is another pesticide manufactured by Mansanto. ‘Machete’ means knife. 

Lasso is another one, meaning a rope with a noose to trap. I’ll tell you the names of some 

products of another American corporate tycoon named Home Products---Pentagon, 

Prowl, Lightning, Assert, Avenge….they are like these. There is a cruelty in every name. 
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Actually, Hiroshimas and Nagasakis are happening in India….Only that they happen 

silently. (EM 152) 

Industries and chemical products are, indubitably, inevitable constituents of the present 

world of commerce, which maintains the economic progress of a nation. Therefore, production 

and utilisation of chemical products cannot be absolutely desisted. Factories like the Union 

Carbide India Limited involved in the Bhopal gas tragedy and an effective pesticide like 

Endosulphan both have significant spaces in the aforementioned vital world of commerce. 

Therefore, every questioning done in the matters of the Bhopal gas tragedy, the Endosulphan 

tragedy and the like will be visibly directed towards the concept of development today.  

“Postecolonial theory...advocates ecocentric epistemologies and development models 

geared to local needs and conditions” (Nayar 248). Policies across the world today that lay 

emphasis on increasing the number of commercial establishments and enhancing manufacture 

with the aim of national economic prosperity in the matter of economy must be incorporated 

with the emerging idea of sustainable development. Every country has, as a resource, efficient 

professionals who can design the implementation of commercial and industrial projects in such a 

way that they suit the environmental conditions prevalent in the host nation. Presently, lack of 

proper planning and disregard for the voices and interests of the minorities have almost become 

subsidiary factors to new industrial projects. Sustainable development ensures that no positive 

ambience in the host nation is disturbed on account of new developmental projects and the 

primary emphasis is on replacing every used resource; these guarantee the prosperity of the 

present generation and the forthcoming generations. The new interest of the academic corridors 

in the study of culture has brought to prominence the knowledge that tribals and such indigenous 

groups make effective use of the concept of the sustainable development while exploiting the 

resources of nature. 

Ambikasuthan Mangad’s Enmakaje problematises the economic vision manipulated by 

the profit-ridden desires of the State and foreign capitalist powers. A land and its populace 

become the ground for the novel to reveal a matrix involving the unholy tie-up between the State 

and colonial capitalism, ecocide and eventual human maladies. The central concerns in this paper 

are Enmakaje, the place and Endosulphan, the pesticide. The Endosulphan tragedy is an instance 
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of harm done to nature at the regional level here,by the Western industrial forces. Enmakaje, as a 

place, can be seen as a representative of regions that both suffer ecocide and build resistances. 

Endosulphan, the pesticide, becomes a tool in the hands of commercial establishments with 

colonial motives. 

Place-based literary ecocritics aim to inspire or suggest the importance of a sense of place 

and emphasize the ecological as well as social aspects of place (especially environmental 

history and humans’ relationship to the environment)—all through a reflexive narrative 

scholarship comprised of reading literary texts and reflecting autobiographically on 

themselves as inhabiting the place in question. (Ball 233) 

The environmental activist and the novelist become complementary to each other here; 

rather, the separation between the two vanishes. Here, Ambikasuthan Mangad makes 

Neelakandan his mouthpiece to word the approaches and attitudes of the global community 

towards nature  in a post-globalisation era. The novel leaves various rays of hope through the 

portrayal of innumerable, mighty verbal and non-verbal protests even by a layman against giant 

international pesticide manufacturers. 
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