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Abstract: 

English language is no longer restricted to the classrooms. Its use has become 

widespread and vibrant, affecting all the sectors of society and economy. English has 

become a major medium of communication world- wide. The major demand was felt for a 

variety of English language styles, which could cater to the different expressions arising 

out of the varied needs. Thus a new form of using the language in the perspective of 

meeting communication needs has been focused. The present paper deals with the 

methods of Teaching of Vocabulary and Communication Skills to the Engineering 

Students. 

           The development in the sphere of language learning has sent ripples across the   
English language teaching – learning community. It is gradually felt that in the language 
learning process, the position of learners is gaining importance, because the learners begin 
to determine their needs and interests. As a result, there is a parallel rise in the importance 
of the English course material to meet the needs of the learners. This increases learners’ 
motivation levels and thereby makes learning better and faster. 

            The raising specialization of content in English language teaching curricula has 
seen its beginning in the early 1960’s. English languages play a major role in transmitting 
knowledge as a mean rather than as an end itself. Teaching of English generally is treated 
as teaching with Utilitarian Purpose. 

 Usually, people use English language only when associated with an occupational, 
vocational, academic or professional requirement.  When wants are clear, learning aims can 
be defined in terms of some detailed purposes in which the language substances are 
adapted. The outcome is that the coaching is so concentrated as to help the students pick up 
communicative ability in the concerned area.  The result can be impressive where such 
requirement for communicative ability with specially designed materials is relevant to the 
needs of particular students to improve their communication skills. 

          Thus, English language has been fast in status and reputation recently due to the 
understanding produced by the experts in the field of technical education. 
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Importance of Vocabulary among Engineering Students 

               Vocabulary is a core component of language proficiency and provides the basis 
for understanding. The engineering students are expected to possess extensive vocabulary 
for both academic and professional purposes. 

  Vocabulary is knowledge of words and word meanings. Generally, words are 
formed in two modes---- oral and written. Oral vocabulary comprises the words that are 
recognized and used in listening and speaking. Written vocabulary includes the words 
acknowledged in reading and writing. Words are the tools by which people think, 
communicate and learn. The more words they know, the better they can think, 
communicate and absorb knowledge. It is very hard to survive in global-economic society 
with limited vocabulary.  Their chances for success increase with the range and 
applications of their acquired vocabulary.    

 English in contrast with other languages has a rich and extensive vocabulary. The 
main rationale for this is the multifaceted combination of Germanic and Romance words. It 
is anticipated that roughly 300 million people are the native speakers while 300 million use 
English as a second language besides 100 million who use it as a foreign language. English 
is the language of science, aviation, computing, diplomacy and tourism. Around 45 nations 
use English as the official or co-official language. English plays a key role in the political, 
cultural and economical life of several countries.  

It is the core vocabulary in every language that includes function words or set of 
terms that carry grammatical information. In English, both general words and specific 
words relevant to the field are available. Learners acquire vocabulary knowledge by 
listening first and then producing them in limited contexts. They acquire complete 
knowledge of words only through productive process. The degree of L2 learners’ 
vocabulary knowledge depends on their ability to pick up this information from contexts 
(oral and written) in which the words are used as well as from explicit instruction. 
According to Nagy, the following types of knowledge contribute to effective use of context 
for vocabulary learning (Nagy: 1997). 

 Linguistic information: Syntactic information, word meanings, word structures. 
 World Knowledge: Perception of the notions which the words represent, familiarity 

with related conceptual frameworks and awareness of social associations. 
 Strategic Knowledge: control over cognitive resources.  

The L2 learners besides knowledge of words require fluent use of language. This 
is an incremental achievement upon which effective engagement in l2 language activities 
ultimately depends.  

Objectives of Vocabulary: 
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     It is vivid that a limited vocabulary hinders the prospects of the engineering 
students. A strong vocabulary meets the needs and requirements of an aspiring executive in 
the corporate sector. The study has made an attempt to present a few objectives of 
Vocabulary. 

 Subject material and thoughts are articulated with more clarity and accuracy. 
 Proficiency in the work place depends upon quality vocabulary. 
 Vocabulary improvement is prominent in problem solving. 
 It helps to develop conversations.  

However, Vocabulary learning is considerably complex due to the size of the 
potential lexicon and the multifaceted nature of vocabulary knowledge. Around five 
aspects of vocabulary complexity are identified:   

 Augmentation: knowing a work is not a matter of all-or-nothing, but an incremental 
procedure based on small steps.  

 Multidimensionality: word knowledge consists of multiple aspects of word knowledge 
such as grammar, morphology, theoretical meaning, and frequency 

 Interrelated: words often have multiple meanings. 
 Interrelatedness: words are not isolated but interrelated with one another, for example, 

how fine a person comprehend the word bread depends on part of the understanding of 
other words such as powder and wheat; and 

 Heterogeneity— word knowledge depends on words’ function, for instance, perceiving 
the word whether is moderately different from understanding the word apple.  

 
Thus, from the above mentioned aspects it is obvious that words are unique and 

interesting. Further, a limited vocabulary hinders the process of communication. 
Vocabulary is the knowledge of words and word meanings expressed via oral and written 
format both in productive and receptive forms. Generally, vocabulary knowledge is divided 
into two categories- receptive vocabulary knowledge and productive vocabulary 
knowledge. Receptive vocabulary indicates learning the meaning of a new word, while, 
productive vocabulary specifies learning to express a concept by means of a new word.   

 Therefore, Receptive vocabulary includes words that are recognized by means of 
listening or reading. Productive vocabulary comprises words by means of speaking and 
writing. Receptive vocabulary is typically larger than productive vocabulary.  

Receptive and Productive Vocabulary 

 The aim of learning English in Indian Technical colleges is to help the students to 
acquire both receptive and productive usage of it. The students are expected to acquire 
theoretical and practical command over English. They should be able to first understand 
spoken English (Listening), Speak English (Speaking), read English (Reading) and write 
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English (Writing). These are the four basic aims of learning English. Listening and Reading 
skills are termed as Receptive process, while speaking and Writing are termed as 
Productive process. 

Usage of English among Engineering Students: 

The medium of instruction in the Engineering colleges of A.P is English. As the 
lectures are in English they use the language in the classroom. The textbooks and the 
reference books are also in English. Hence English is both an academic language and a 
library language as mentioned by Kumar Raj in his M.Phil thesis,  

A. In the classroom they need English for…… 
 Listening- for understanding the class lectures, guest lectures and seminars. 
 Speaking- for answering questions in the class and participating in seminars. 
 Reading- textbooks, reference books and journals.  
 Writing- note taking, note making writing assignments, reports and examinations.  

In the job situation they need English for….. 

   Communicating with superiors and colleagues (Listening &Speaking). 
   Extracting information from memos, reports and technical manuals. 
   Writing letters, memos and reports (86-87). 

Strategies for Effective Teaching of Vocabulary: 

     The present study has made an attempt to study a few more vocabulary strategies that 
improve the skills of engineering students. They are as follows: 

 Word maps help students develop complete knowledge of a word if they are to remember it 
for a long time.  
 Students can be given a wide variety of reading materials such as newspapers, magazines, 
pamphlets and other literature of interest.  
 Provide context. Engage in a preview strategy through which the teacher can provide 
introductory material prior to reading a comprehension. It will capture the students‟ attention 
and make a connection between what they know and what they are about to read.  
 Wide reading has been found to be an effective way to expand vocabulary among students. 
The more they read the more words they learn.  
 Interact with students using rich vocabulary, reading the words in rich context of a text are 
more ways of teaching than correcting the students.  
      A general question like, “Do you all understand that?” will not help the teacher know the 
real understanding of students. They may not respond as they are all confused about the 
meaning of certain words, if not all.  
 Learning sessions can be either teacher-centered or learner-centered. In a teacher-centered 

classroom, teachers teach the required list of vocabulary for a particular passage and 
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provide learners with various skill building activities that focus on vocabulary 
development and reading comprehension. In a learner-centered class room, learners 
identify the needed vocabulary for a particular passage and engage themselves in learning 
vocabulary and understanding the passage. Teachers have to remind the learners that 
learning what a word means and how it is used in context should always go together.  

 Connect the form and meaning. Select a list of words to learn and create activities that 
provide diverse ways of practice. They can be provided with opportunities for speaking, 
using, reading and writing so that the words can stay with students.  

 Practice vocabulary in a friendly environment since the students are scared of criticism 
and they are less likely to attempt practice even if they are familiar with the word.  

 Practice is necessary for enhancing the students’ vocabulary. The teachers should make an 
extra effort in the classrooms to discuss new words through dictionaries, puzzles, word 
games, word calendars and books on riddles for an environment of enthusiastic word 
learning.  

Exercises for Oral Communication 

             The engineering students as mentioned earlier are supposed to efficient in the 
following oral activities: 

 Group Discussions. 
 Debate. 
 Mock Interviews. 
 Oral Presentations. 
 Role Play. 

 
 Hence, the current study has attempted to create a few exercises essential for the 
students to enhance their communication skills. 
 
1. Group Discussions 
 It is noticed that often students feel awkward to share their views openly in group 
activities. They rarely shed their inhibitions due to several reasons. One among them may 
be their insufficient knowledge in vocabulary. The following strategies may help them 
improve their performance in the oral activities. 
 
Jigsaw Strategy to instruct Group Discussions 

 
The jigsaw strategy is helpful in developing the skills and expertise necessary to 

participate effectively in group activities. It focuses on the following skills. 
 

i.   Listening Skills: Students must listen carefully to others’ views. 
ii. Speaking Skills: They must express their views effectively. 
i. Co-operation: It is essential to empathize with others’ opinions. 
ii. Creativity: Students must contribute innovative ideas. 
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Evaluation Sheet:  

     The students should summarize the impact of the discussion on their understanding of 
the topic. The main purpose of the summarization is to reflect their actions such as-what 
went well and what could be done in the next discussion to rectify their mistakes.  

               

    Table: 1 GD Evaluation Sheet 

                                                                                          Source: 

D.Merkel:2012 

General Dynamics 

 Yes Some No 

Every one 

Participated 

   

Leadership was 
distributed 

   

Focused on resolving    

Uncertainties    

Comparing insights    

Table: 2 GD Evaluation Sheet 

Positive Roles Negative Roles 

Initiating  Deviated from the topic  

Gate  Keeping  Interrupted others  

Overall Reaction 

I learned Lot Some None 

I participated    

I enjoyed    
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Asked/gave 
information 

 Monopolized  

Restated point  Failed to listen  

Asked for 
Summarizing 

 Premature Evaluation  

Gate Keeping  Irrelevant examples  

Time Keeping  Apologizing  

Encouraging  Withdrawal  

Tension release  No eye contact  

Gave/asked examples  Less contribution  

Summarized 
discussion 

 Body language  

Table: 3 GD Evaluation Sheet 

Note: Students should mark (√) for the roles they played. 

         Students should mark ( x) for the roles others acted. 

2.  Debate 
 Generally, debates are a very formal process, but the classroom teacher can exercise 
some flexibility in the process of argument. 
Groups: 
The students should be divided into two groups- 
1. For (Affirmative)-Students who support the topic. 
2. Against (Opposing) - Students who oppose the topic. 
Format: 
 Firstly, the ‘For’ group presents their views and then the ‘Against’ group present their 
contradictory views. The argument continues for three minutes. 
Purpose: 
     Debate is one of the several extra-curricular activities that are organized as part of 
‘personality development’. 
 
Debates enable the students to: 
 Develop and enrich their knowledge base. 
 Develop and use objectivity in attitude and expressions. 
 Develop and use debating skills such as:  

1. Introduction-It gets the attention of the audience. 
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2. Body-It retains their attention. 
3. Conclusion-It receives applause. 
4. Politeness and courtesy in tone and language. 
5. Appropriate non-verbal behaviour. 
6. Tone and speed variations. 
7. Pauses, repetition and silence. 
8. Power of reasoning. 
9. Appropriate lexis and structure. 
10. Brevity and precision. 
11. Humour. 

     Thus, the students should plan their speeches to make the audience listen, think and 
react. Hence, it requires attractive introduction, solid matter and a thought provoking 
conclusion. The speech should be delivered in appropriate lexis and structure to provide 
clarity in thought and expression. 

Exercises 

     Students need to think about the topic, gather their ideas from different sources, 
organize their information on paper and finally give a shape to those ideas. Mostly, debate 
centre around a few problems such as: 

 Health or Wealth 
 Luck or Hard Work 
 Joint Family or Individual Family    

Evaluation: 

            Name:                                                         Class: 

 Needs 
Improvement 

Developing Good Excellent 

Reasoning     

Communication     

Table: 4 Debate Evaluation Sheet 
 
 
3. Mock Interviews 

 Employers use interviews to assess the fitness of the candidates in their organization. 
Hence, the candidates need to exhibit their skills and personal attributes in an impressive 
manner.  



         Scholar Critic                                                     ISSN 2348 – 6937 (Print)                                                                                         
            Vol-01, Issue-02, August 2014.                                                   ISSN 2348 – 6945 (Online) 

 

                                www.scholarcritic.com             Page 141 of 163 

Process of Interviews: 

The process of interviews is as follows: 

 Resumes are collected 
 Resumes are reviewed 
 Candidates are selected 
 Candidates are contacted 
 Interview schedule is fixed 

Strategies 

 Students should answer honestly 
 Prepare for unexpected questions in advance 
 Be professional 
 Examples/Illustrations should be provided of the strengths/achievements 

 Assessment: 

  The candidates are generally assessed in the following way:  
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Table: 5 Mock Assessment Sheet 

4. Oral Presentations  

 The ability to communicate through effective speaking is an important language skill 
development. Generally, an oral presentation consists of three main parts: Introduction, 
Body and conclusion. 

1. Introduction: The main purpose of the topic introduction is to build rapport with the 
audience and gain their attention.  

Initiative 

Demonstrated  

Teamwork Skills 

Project Management 

Multi Tasking 

Weak Average Good Excellent 

Communication Skills 

Professional Manner 

Clarity of Responses 

Interpersonal Skills 

Self Knowledge 

    

Interest in the position 

Enthusiasm 

Knowledge of the 
organization 

 

    

Accomplishments 

Academic Performance 

Related work and 
experience 

Campus activities 
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2. Body: The main part of the presentation is the body. It should explain, support and 
defend the information revealed in the introduction. All points should be covered. 
Examples and illustrations should be provided.  

3. Conclusion: Speech should be concluded with well-planned ending. 

Check List 

                     Name of the presenter: 

                    Title of presentation 

                    Course:                                                              End Time: 

                   Section:                                                              Starting Time: 

                    Evaluator:                                                          Elapsed Time: 

Appropriate Introduction Poor Average Excellent 

Well organized thoughts 
and ideas 

   

Adequate support for ideas    

Definite conclusion    

Visual ideas    

Question& answer Session    

Use of allotted time    

Non-verbal behavior    

Delivery and Grammar    

                                                     Table: 6 Oral Presentation Sheet 
 

5. Role Play: 
 Role Playing helps the students to develop interaction among their peers. It promotes 
and develops critical and creative thinking, attitudes, values, interpersonal and social skills. 
 
Purpose: 
      Role play activities allow the students to take risk free positions by acting out 
characters in hypothetical situation. They understand the values and positions of other 
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people. It is an enlightening and interesting way to help students view a problem from 
different perspective.  
 
Procedure: 

1. The situation representing some aspects of reality is presented. 
2. Students should be divided into groups. 
3. Assign them roles. 
 

Activity: 
 Two friends planning to spend a weekend. 
 Mr. X with a customer care Executive over phone. 

Thus, the employer-centered workplace of pre-defined jobs and career paths has given 
way to a worker-designed environment where individuals pursue their own assignments and 
must effortlessly combine technical skills with an intellectual toolbox enriched with experiences, 
roles, team building, and knowledge 
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