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Abstract 

Teaching or learning of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing skills (LSRW) 
is a big challenge in today’s world. We believe that learners who are intelligent 
can only obtain all the skills despite how hard the teachers try to make the 
learners know or learn, or how hard the learners try to learn. To teach a skill, the 
teacher should be able to know the technique or the approaches of how one can 
teach certain skills to the learners. In fact, reading and writing were only the main 
skills in which the curriculum focuses to teach the learners. Gradually the 
importance of speaking and listening came into existence with the uprising of 
Globalization. The  LSRW skills  have equal importance at the present day. This 
paper will focus on teaching LSRW to the learners by using Multiple Intelligences 
oriented tasks. Intelligence was considered to be inherent only in the learners who 
are good at mathematics and linguistics. This belief of intelligence came to an end 
when an American developmental Psychologist Howard Gardner introduced the 
theory of Multiple Intelligences (MI) in 1983 in his book, Frames of Mind: The 
Theory of Multiple Intelligences. Gardner talks about how human possess 
different intelligences. Supporting Gardners’ theory, this paper will discuss on 
how  LSRW skills can be taught in a heterogeneous classroom. In short, the main 
purpose of this paper is to explore the possibilities of Multiple Intelligences based 
approaches  in motivating learners to improve their LSRW skills.  

Introduction 

“Language is never learnt. It is acquired”. The sequence of “LSRW” reflects the fact of 

how one acquires language knowledge. As a child, we never learnt to speak L1. We 

acquired by listening to the elders. Gradually, speaking starts with small phrases or half 

syllables of the uttered words, followed by reading in the primary class and finally to 

writing. The role of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing (LSRW) skills plays the 

most important part in language learning. Many studies have been undertaken to develop 
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one skill or the other. They claim one skill is more important than the other.  Some claim 

speaking skill as the most important among the other three skills, while some say writing, 

reading and listening. On the whole, the importance depends according to the situation, 

place, background and most importantly the ‘need of the hour’. Therefore, we cannot say, 

one skill is more important than the other. In this era, learners should be aware of all the 

language skills so as to become responsible, independent and updated. The ultimate 

contribution of this paper is to promote learners’ LSRW skills by integrating Multiple 

Intelligences theory based activities. Christison M.A. (1996) proposed that in language 

classrooms, learner intelligences profiles are also in diversity. Therefore, the Multiple 

Intelligences theory (MIT) based activities  help the learners to participate because of its 

wide range of activities and various types of intelligences that are involved in it.  

An Introduction to LSRW skills 

Listening skills: Listening is the act of hearing attentively. It is the interpretative action 

taken by the listener in order to understand and potentially make meaning out of the sound 

wave. It is the ability to actively understand information provided by the speaker, and 

display interest in the topic discussed.  

There are different types of listening depending upon the situation and the environment. 

Given the importance of listening in language learning and teaching, it is essential for 

language teachers to help their students become effective listeners. Language learning 

requires intentional listening that employs strategies for identifying sounds and making 

meaning from it.  

Speaking skills: Speaking is “the process of building and sharing meaning through the use 

of verbal and non-verbal symbols, in a variety of contexts” (Chaney, 1993). Speaking is the 

most natural way to express one’s own feelings, thoughts, opinions, ideas etc. In language 

learning speaking skills are important because English in today’s world considered to be 

one of the most spoken languages in the world. Globalization has been one of the chief 

contributions towards the importance of English in the society and among the learners. 
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Hughes in her book, Teaching and Researching Speaking (2002) stated that, “learners 

could successfully communicate with the native speakers and improve their ‘interactive 

potential’ in interrupting, correcting and taking turns while interacting with others”. 

Reading skills: Reading skill is a creative process which has "four distinctive and 

fundamental characteristics: it is purposeful, selective, anticipatory and based on 

comprehension (Smith, 1994b).  Reading skill is important for the learners because it 

enables the ESL/EFL learners to read silently and comprehend authentic texts on their own. 

It also helps them to understand the context of the texts and to identify the topic sentence, 

to understand the gist of the argument.  

Bensoussan et.al (1990) believes that reading comprehension includes two levels of skills: 

the micro-level and the macro-level. At the micro-level, readers depend more on decoding 

lexical and syntactical features from the text, whereas at the macro-level, they reckon on 

extra-textual knowledge where the super structures are organized.  

Writing skills: In Wordreference (2010), Writing is one of the ways to give an idea or 

message in the form of writing on a piece of paper or the other area. It is an act of making 

marks on certain surface. Specifically, writing is one kind of expression in language which 

is created by a particular set of symbol, having conventional values for representing the 

wordings of the particular language which is drawn up visually. 

Jim A.P (2010:2), explains that writing skill is complex and difficult to learn. Requiring 

mastery in not only grammatical patterns, but also the rule of writing such as high degree of 

organization in the development of ideas and information and also choosing the appropriate 

vocabularies and sentence structure to create a style which is appropriate to the subject 

matter. 

LSRW skills are the four major skills in language teaching and learning. All of the skills 

have equal importance and has a purpose. The sub-skills of LSRW determines the purpose 
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of each skill for the learners which is necessary for the learners academically, 

professionally and personally. 

Multiple Intelligences 

Howard Gardner, Professor of education of Harvard University is likely to be known as 

“father of multiple intelligences” or, “The MI guru”, (1983: xvi). Gardner (1999: 33) 

defined "Intelligence as the ability to solve problems or to create products that are valued 

within one or more cultural settings.” This definition challenged the traditional 

psychological view of intelligence as a single capacity that drives, ways that in 

combinations enable people to understand, perceive the word, and to express 

themselves.(Gardner,1983: xxiv). According to Gardner (1983: xxv), all human beings 

possess all different intelligences in varying amounts and each individual manifests varying 

levels of these different intelligences and thus each person has a unique cognitive profile. 

The different intelligences as advocated by Gardner (2000:.2) are briefly discussed below. 

 Linguistic intelligence: Linguistic intelligence is the first in the list and has been defined as 

“The capacity to use words effectively, whether orally or in writing”.  

Logical/ mathematical intelligence: The second intelligence is Logical/mathematical 

intelligence which has been defined as “The capacity to use numbers effectively and to 

reason well. This intelligence includes sensitivity to logical patterns, relationships, 

statements and functions and other related abstractions”.  

Visual/Spatial intelligence:  The next intelligence is Visual/Spatial intelligence. It has been 

defined as, “ The ability to perceive the visual-spatial world accurately and to perform 

transformation on those perceptions”. The ability to visualize spaces, think in images or 

colours and pictures.  

Bodily / Kinaesthetic intelligence: The fourth intelligence is Bodily/Kinaesthetic 

intelligence and can be defined as the “ Expertise in using one’s whole body to express 

ideas and feelings and facility in using one’s hands to produce or transform things.” Many 
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of the learners’ hobbies involve some form of physical activity, they enjoy activities that 

require them to get out of their seats, move around and involve in many forms of outdoor 

activities. 

Musical intelligence: The subsequent intelligence is Musical which has been defined as “ 

The capacity to perceive, transform and express musical forms. This includes sensitivity to 

the rhythm, pitch, melody etc.”.  

Interpersonal Intelligence: The following intelligence is the Interpersonal which can be 

defined as “The ability to perceive and make distinctions in the moods, intentions, 

motivations and feelings of other people”. Learners who possess this intelligence, listen to 

new ideas and try to incorporate other’s ideas into their own thinking. They are passionate 

about parties, meeting, and social gatherings.  

Intrapersonal intelligence: The next is Intrapersonal intelligence which is defined as the 

“Self-knowledge and the ability to act adaptively on the basis of that knowledge. It includes 

accurate picture of oneself ”. Learners who are interpersonally intelligence often spend 

time reflecting on things that have happened in their life. They spend time alone 

meditating, reflecting, or thinking about important life questions and consider being 

independent and not necessarily swayed by the opinions of others.  

Naturalist intelligence: The eight intelligences which have been recently identified is the 

naturalist intelligence which has been defined as the “Expertise in the recognition and 

classification of the numerous species, the flora and fauna of an individual’s environment”. 

Naturalist intelligence learners like to study on certain areas like plants, nature, 

environment, galaxy etc. 

To identify learners preferred intelligences, the teacher has to give MI inventory to the 

learners. Based on learners’ intelligences and in respect to their interests or their 

intelligence quotient (IQ) the teacher have to  prepare activities accordingly to the needs of 

the learners in order to promote LSRW skills. 
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Review of Literature 

The application of multiple intelligences based approach in teaching language skills has 

become a major trend all over the world. Several studies have been conducted for the 

ESL/EFL learners.  Research has been conducted on the effect of multiple intelligences 

preferences on different areas, subjects and different aspects of language learning . 

Armstrong (1987) described about the Multiple Intelligences and suggested ways of 

helping children to learn more intelligently. He focused on the parents and suggested the 

various techniques and methods to teach children efficiently based on Multiple Intelligence 

concepts. This section presents a review of related studies that have been conducted in the 

relevant area.  

Yeganehfar (2005) studied the relationship of MIs with language proficiency. She found an 

acceptable correlation between listening and speaking skills and intrapersonal intelligence. 

Lakshmi (2007) conducted a study about preparation and testing of Multiple Intelligences  

Model for enhancing spoken English at secondary level. The result of the study was that 

the Multiple Intelligences model is more effective than the conventional model for 

enhancing spoken English at secondary level. Albero, et al. (1997) in their research report 

describes a Multiple Intelligences program for increasing reading test scores. The problem 

of low reading test scores was documented. The program involved curricula by teaching 

Multiple Intelligences, creation of portfolios for students and teacher evaluation and the 

implementation of student reading logs. As a result, it was observed that students spend 

more time in reading and reflecting on what they had read comprehension and higher level 

thinking skills increased. The relationship between multiple intelligences and writing 

strategies. The only study found in this area was done by Shah and Thomas (2002) who 

worked on improving the spelling of high frequency words in daily writing through the Use 

of MI centers. The results revealed an increase in the ability to spell high frequency words 

conventionally within students' daily writing. This study shed light to a new understanding 

of how multiple intelligences can enhance the students' learning in all areas of the 

curriculum. 
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Rogers, et al. (1995) through their article ‘Intelligences in action’, demonstrate that drama 

can promote an interactive and dynamic kind of classroom participation. Tired interaction 

patterns are replaced with lively and engaging dialogues, and students are empowered to 

question, challenge, interpret and reflect on the themes of literary works. They are allowed 

to learn and to display these learning in multiple and distinctive ways (Gardner, 1991). 

Gardner’s work helps us to see that in many classrooms, students are not developing rich 

understandings because they are limited to traditional forms of linguistic interaction. 

Smerechansky (1995) stressed through his article ‘The Quest for Multiple Intelligences’ 

that Educationists should adopt Gardener’s theory of Multiple Intelligences, into their 

classrooms to broaden the learning opportunities for all Students. Diravidamani and 

Sundarsingh (2010) studied MI and second language learning. The article examined the use 

of the multiple intelligence method in teaching a second language and that applying the MI 

method of teaching helps encourage students' involvement in the process of language 

acquisition.  

Multiple Intelligences based approach for teaching LSRW skills. 

Teaching LSRW skills is a big challenge for the teachers. Using MI to teach LSRW skills 

through integrated activities seem to be easier and less time consuming rather than teaching 

particular skills. Therefore, given below in table 1 is an integrated activities of the four 

skills based on MI theory based approach. The activities have been adapted from “So each 

may learn: Integrating Learning Styles and Multiple Intelligences, by Harvey F. Silver et.al 

(2000)”. The table consists of multiple intelligences, task type, skills involved and 

objectivies of the LSRW skills. 

M. Int. 

(Multiple 

Intelligences) 

Task type Skills Involved Objectives of the LSRW skills 
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Linguistics Int. Story-

telling 

Listening 

Speaking 

Reading 

Writing 

* To enable learners to develop their 

listening skill so that they may 

appreciate its role in the LSRW skills 

approach to language and improve 

their pronunciation. 

* To equip students with necessary 

training in listening so that they can 

comprehend the speech of people of 

different backgrounds and regions. 

 

*  To make the learners aware of the 

role of speaking in English and its 

contribution to their success. 

* To enable learners to express 

themselves fluently and appropriately 

in social and professional contexts. 

* To develop an awareness in the 

learners about the significance of 

silent reading and comprehension. 

* To develop the ability of learners to 

guess the meanings of words from 

context and grasp the overall message 

Logical Int. Asking for 

and giving 

directions 

Listening  

Speaking  

Writing 

 Visual/ 

Spatial Int. 

Picture 

description 

Listening  

Speaking 

Writing  

Bodily/ 

Kinaestheic 

Int. 

Act play Listening 

Speaking 

Musical Int.  Songs Listening  

Writing 

 

Interpersonal 

Int. 

Role-

play/Situati

onal 

dialogues 

Listening 

Speaking 

Writing  
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Table.1 Description of the task. 

For each intelligence task, there are more than one skill involved. The teachers can 

integrate this tasks and execute in the class. As we know, there are various sub-skills for 

LSRW skills. The teacher can focus on some sub-skills based on the nature of the task and 

ask the learners to focus on it. Therefore, the teacher should plan and inform the learners 

about the strategies and sub-skills required for the particular task. 

Conclusion 

Authentic learning replicates the potential situations that the students will confront outside 

the school environment. Bellanca et. al (1994: 13). As studies have proved MI and various 

aspects of language learning showed positive findings. Therefore, teaching LSRW skills 

through the application of MI based approach can be an effective tool to develop learners 

language skills and prepare the learners to handle any kind of situation. It also provides 

the learners with new opportunities to deal with every aspect of intelligence. They will get 

new experiences and varieties of activities they will encounter which will obviously 

fascinate them.   

Multiple intelligences as a pluralistic approach can be use in a multicultural classroom, 

where learners come from various backgrounds and culture. The preferred intelligences  of 

Intrapersonal 

Int.  

Journal/dia

ry writings 

Listening 

Reading 

Writing  

of the text, draw inferences, etc. 

* To develop an awareness in the 

learners about writing as an exact and 

formal skill 

* To equip them with the components 

of different forms of writing, 

beginning with the lower order ones. 

 

Naturalistic 

Int. 

Debate Listening 

Speaking 
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the learners might depend on their  background and culture. However, the application of 

MI can tackle the challenge of teaching listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. 
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