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Abstract 

From the dawn of human existence in the world, the term ‘change’ fixed with him. But 
these changes always improve him from the present strata. He must depend upon the society 
for the transformation. Home and school create great impact on the expansion of human 
beings. A learner attains the disciplined manner more than that he could gain in home at the 
hands of his /her parents. Apart from the instructions of teacher, the set of syllabus taught 
him much about the acceptable behaviour. The present research paper is an attempt to bring 
out the essential factors behind the framing of curriculum on the basis of culture and its 
impact over the life of students. 
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Introduction 

 “Curriculum is concerned not with what students will do in the learning situation, but what 

they will learn as a consequence of what they do – Johnson” (Nagarajan 210). 

 Just as man born in the physical environment consisting of earth, sky, air, water, flora and 

fauna, he is also born into a social culture of a group, which he acquires through learning. To make 

his life easier and comfortable man has developed implements, structures, buildings, laws, morals, 

beliefs, customs and languages. As rightly stated by C.C. North, Culture is the instruments 

constituted by man to assist him in satisfying his wants. True to his words, culture fulfilled the 

desire of man in many ways. Similarly, educational system is often framed based on the cultural set 

up of the people. While tracing out the socio economic development of man there are three distinct 

stages like, 

 Traditional Stage, 
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 Period of Modernity, 

 Post Modern Period. 

 

Traditional Stage: 

 From the Stone Age to industrial revolution in 18th century is known as traditional age in 

which the initial reforms of education were undertaken as follows; 

 During this period, education was not available to all. Only privileged people had 

the opportunity to learn. 

 Mostly pupils were taught language and literature, mathematics, logic and religious 

scriptures. 

 Girl’s education was completely ignored. 

 Science didn’t develop much and hence there was no science education. 

 Deep thinking and logical analysis were encouraged. Recitation and memorization 

were the primary modes of learning. 

 Generally, education was practiced orally and teachers were considered as treasure 

house of knowledge. 

 Method of introspection was developed.  

Modern Period:  

 The period of advancement could be termed as period of modernity. It covers about 200 

years extending from the latter half of 18th century to the first half of 20th century that is Second 

World War. 

 During this period, students evinced interest in going to educational institutions and 

learned different subject disciplines. 

 Teachers were considered as intellectuals and guides for student learning. 

 Knowledge is viewed to be objective; cause and effect relationship was emphasized 

in learning.  
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 Science learning becomes popular. 

 In the teaching-learning process, use of printed books, writing materials like pen 

pencils and notebooks found increased utility. 

Post Modernism: 

 Internet and the consequent shrinking of world into a global village due to the revolutionary 

changes that took place in the fields of transport and communication is called as post modern 

period. 

 Organization of teaching into traditional subjects has given way for inter-

disciplinary approach. For example, the two subjects Biology and Chemistry are 

new field of study called ‘Bio-Chemistry’ has emerged. Similarly, computer 

engineering and telecommunication got integrated to give birth to the new discipline 

called ‘information technology’. 

 Teacher’s classroom instruction lost its significance and students’ self-learning 

started gaining importance. 

 Authoritative exposition of teacher converted into transaction between teacher and 

pupil. 

 Distance education. Own time education, auto learning, lifelong education etc have 

started winning acclaim and recognition. 

 Teacher learning process is increasingly getting dominated by electronics and 

information technologies. 

Cultural Lag: 

 During social change when the material aspect of the culture changes fast and the non-

material aspect of culture doesn’t change at the same sped, then there occurs a gap between the two 

aspects of culture which is labeled as cultural lag. Education plays prominent role in cultural lag by 

promoting intercultural understanding among different sections of society. It bring correct 

understanding and appreciation of social diversities among the population, deep commitment to 

ideals of society and develop a healthy and critical appreciation of one’s own sub culture.  
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Cultural fusion and education: 

 Unity in diversity is the hallmark of Indian civilization. Naturally, Indian education is 

secular and democratic. In all government and aided institutions, boys and girls belonging to any 

religion, caste or community are admitted without discrimination. Even in private (unaided) 

institutions, no discrimination should be practiced and if they discriminate against scheduled castes 

and scheduled tribe students, their recognition is cancelled by the government. 

 Some of our famous institutions are international in character. They admit students from 

any part of the world like, 

 Rabindranath Tagore’s Shanthiniketan 

 Aurabindo’s International School 

 J.Krishnamurthy’s Rishi valley school 

 Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 

 Now many institution of higher learning in india imparts quality education to students from 

several developing countries. 

Cultural Fusion in Educational System: 

 Taking students for foreign tours 

 Accommodation should be provided for the inmates from different countries / religions/ 

regions. 

 Conducting cultural programs to enable various cultural groups to present their art and 

traditions 

 Designing new courses to acquaint students with the art and culture of our neighbouring 

countries  

 Starting a TV channels exclusively to music, dance, theatre, sculpture, painting, architecture 

and literature of various countries. This will be an economical way to promote cultural 

fusion 

 Introducing food festival, fashion parade, handicraft expositions and art exhibitions 
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depicting the life styles of several cultural groups. 

 Orangaising sports and games at regional, national, continental and international levels. 

Conclusion: 

 Therefore, cultural heritage is basic to education because it uses the past to clarify and even 

determine what is important in the present. This group of theorists also argues that the heritage 

must be modified by recognition of the role of new experience and change. Based on these 

curriculum construction process has been framed by the theorists with the order of formulating the 

objectives, selecting the content materials and learning experiences, organizing the content in 

proper sequence, implementing the designed curriculum, evaluating the curriculum.  
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