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Introduction 

Being  part  of  a  multicultural  social  order  implies  that  we  are  linked  to  variant  cultures  and  

traditions  associated  with  an  ethnic  group.  Multiculturalism  itself  is  the  acceptance   of  

diverse  customs,  traditions  and  values  of  a  community. Nowadays  multicultural  education  is  

also  gaining  momentum.  Language  pedagogy  involves  different  branches  of  study  which  

employs  various  teaching  learning strategies.  Education  is  viewed  as  an  important  source  of  

familiarizing  cultural  diversity, through  which  the  ethnicity  of  our diverse  cultural  heritage  

could  be  explored.  Hence  we  can  say  that  imparting  education  is    essential  and  for  an  

effective  teaching  learning  process  to  take  place  framing  of  an  effectual  curriculum  

becomes  vital. Linguistics  provides  you  an  insight  into  the  various  aspects  of  human  

language  and  can  be  considered  as  an  important  part  of  language  pedagogy.  This  paper  

discusses  the  need  for  including  Tribal  Linguistics  in  language  pedagogy  as  part  of  the  

curriculum. 

The  study  of  language  comprises  of  different  factors.  As  language  is  interlinked  with  the  

cultural  aspects  of  a  society  it  is  very  important  to  know  about  the  language  as  a  medium  

of  communication. An  individual  who  visits  any  part  of  the  world  is  marked  by the  

language  he  uses.  We  can  say  that  the  cultural  identity  of  a  person  can  be  defined  through  

his  language. 

Tribal  language  is  entirely  different  from  the  common  language  used  by  people.  The  

language  differs  according  to  each  community.  The  pace  of  speech,  words  used  etc  is  

unique  and  different. As  our  language  and  tradition  marks  our  identity  as  an  individual,  for  

the  tribes,  their  language  marks  their  identity. 
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Tribal  languages  and  Academics. 

While  considering  the  total  number  of  languages  in  the  world  there  are  roughly  6500  

spoken  languages.  In  India  418  languages  are  listed  and  of  those  some  11  languages  are  

extinct.  Dravidian  languages  are  rated  as  the  world’s  primary  language  families. Languages  

of  about  24%  of   the  Indian  population  hails  from  the  Dravidian  clan.  It  includes  30  

different  mother  tongue  languages.   Of  this  language  family,  Telugu, Tamil, Kannada  and  

Malayalam  are  approved  as  the  major  Indian  languages  recognized  by  the  constitution  of  

India.  Various  languages  are  comprised  in  the  3  classifications  of  the  Dravidian  language  

group ( Northern  group,  Central group  and  Southern  group ). Other  than  these  four  dominant  

languages, most of  the  other  languages  are  seen  to  be  classified  under  tribal  language  group. 

Even  if  there  are  works  written  in  these  weak  languages  it  would  have  been  using  the  

written  form  of  the  adjacent  dominant  language. (‘Bhashasasthra Nikhandu’  by Dr. 

Prabodhachandran  Nair) 

The  structure  of  the  tribal  languages  are  different  from  the  so  called  civilized  languages.  

They  have a  different  dialect.  Even  though  there  are  abundant   studies  about  tribal  language   

and  culture,  the  question  remains  to  what  extent  does  this  prove  beneficial  to  the  

forthcoming  generation. So  the  inclusion  of  tribal  linguistics  in  the  curriculum  of  language  

studies  becomes  inevitable.  This  enhances  our  awareness  and  also  the  next  generation  to  

familiarize  the  socio cultural  factors ,  their  language  and  dialects, tradition, beliefs etc. 

Linguistic department  is  one of  the  major  departments  in  most  of  the  universities  and  

colleges  inside  and  outside  the  country.  Some  of  them  offers  tribal  studies  and  special  

reference  to  tribal  languages  and  Dravidian  languages  are  seen  included  in  their  curriculum.  

In  Kerala  not  much  Universities  and  colleges  offer  tribal  linguistics  as  a  main  paper  in  the  

syllabus  of  language  students. 

There  are  many  advantages  in  including  this  branch  of  language  study  in  the  syllabus  of  

our  higher  educational  institutions.  Students  of  various  strata  of  society  would  be  able  to 

make  out  the  relevance  of  these  languages.  We  cannot  disregard  the  fact  that  the  present  
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generation  is  oblivious  of  the  significance  of  the  ethnicity  of  our  cultural  heritage.  They  

have  to  be  given   appropriate  understanding   about  the  miscellany  of  the  language  families  

to  comprehend  the  diversity  of  languages.  They  have  to  be  acquainted  with  the  variant  

languages  of  the  tribal  community.  Not  only  those  articulated  in  their  own  region  but  also  

in  distinct  provinces.  A meticulous  guidance  of  the  various  minority  languages  and  those  

which  are  wiped out  should  be  given.  Each  community  possess  a  language  for  themselves.  

Their  dialect  would  be  different, the  words  used,  the  style  of  speech,  voice  modulation  etc  

would  be  unique.  When  the  students  get  to  know  about  these  things  through  authoritative  

sources  it  generates  a  strong  impact in  them.  This  helps  in  acquiring  a  vivid  idea  about  the  

cultural  background  of  the  distinct  languages  that  exists  in  our  society. 

Certain  Indian  Universities  does  offer  courses  on  tribal  languages  which  is  undoubtedly  

beneficial  for  the    tribal  students  and  for  the  non - tribals  as  well.  As  Padmanabha  

Balakrishna  Acharya  questioned, ‘If  foreign  languages  can  be  taught  in  several  Indian  

universities,  why  are  not  the  Indian  tribal  languages  in  the  academic  curriculum  of  higher  

educational  institutions?’.  This  is  indeed  a  very  relevant  remark. Language  is  what  makes  

man  fully  human.  It  is  social  by  nature  and  is  inseparable  from  people  who  are  its  

creators  and  users.  Hence  all  types  of  languages  are  important  and  so  tribal  languages  

should  be  given  an  equal  space  in  the  academic  curriculum.  An  individual’s  emotions  and  

feelings can  easily  be  communicated  through  the  medium  of  his/her  language.  This  cannot  

be  categorized.  

As  mentioned  above, just  as  the  foreign  languages  are  considered  as  indispensable  in  

language  curriculum,  children  have  to  be  made  known  the  value  of  studying the  varied 

tribal  languages.  This  would  be  equally advantageous for  the  teachers  as  well; for  old  

syllabus  hardly  contain  these  distinct   branches  of  language  studies.  The  students  should  

also  be  given  a  chance  to  communicate  with  the  various  tribal  groups.  This  would  enable  

them  to  imbibe  the  ideal  implication  of  language  diversity. They  would  also  be  able  to  

make  out  the  factors  which  makes  them  different  from  others. A  scientific  study  of  the  

different  aspect  of  these  weak  languages  opens  a  totally  new  world  of  the  most  intriguing  
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facets  of  human  knowledge.  The  organization  of  words  and  sentences, phonology, syntax, 

semantics  etc  helps  in  the  cognition  of  the  multiple  forms  of  human  language.  This   

facilitates the  learner  to  comprehend  the  relationship  between  language, history, culture and  

society. 

Most  interesting  factor  is  about  the  communication  with  the  tribes.  Certain  sources  reveal  

the  fact  that  the  tribes  use  our  dominant  languages,  which  they  attempt  to  master  for  the  

purpose  of  communication.  On  the  contrary,  we  are  wholly  ignorant  of  their  languages,  not  

even  making  an  effort  to  realize  their  significance. These  days  it  is  not  something  

uncommon  to  see  the  children  of  tribal  community  in  our  schools,  colleges  and  universities  

and  moreover  many  of  them  excel  from  good  institutions.  Infact,  plenty  of  minority  

improvement  programmes  and  scholarships  are  made available  in  the  educational  institutions.  

Apart  from  all this,  acknowledging  their  languages  thereby  promoting  their  cultural  ethnicity  

proves  to  stimulate  their  aspirations.  

Recognition  is  something  which  we  all  are  inclined  to.  The  word  ‘diversity’  is  constantly  

used  in  various contexts. However, to  what  extent  the  accurate  meaning  of  this  word  is  

imbibed  is  a  matter  to  think  upon. Diversity  is  not  only  for   a  specific  category.  When  we  

define  language  as  a  medium  for  communication,  we  should  never  forget  the  fact  that  it  is  

a  universal  medium. By  remarking  as  minority  language, it  is  also  an  important  medium  of  

communication  for a  major  group  of  the  population. We  cannot  tag  them  as weak  or  

minority. They  form  a  part  of  our  society, our  culture,  our  system and  hence  deserve  a  

space  in the  vast  history  of  our  nation.  And  let  the  forthcoming  generation  create  their  own  

mark  in  exploring  our  cultural  mélange.   
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