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Abstract 

English language has occupied a very important place in India for many decades though it 
has been a foreign language, a language of the oppressor or the British Raj. Travelling down 
the time, many years after independence English is now no longer a foreign language and it 
plays a vital role in the curriculum of the schools and colleges. English has slowly replaced 
indigenous language and has become the official language of administration and society.  
English learning has become a very crucial aspect of life because; English is now the 
language of modernity, change and being global. English covers a vast spectrum of thing 
like knowledge, science, technology and commerce in India. English language in spite of 
enjoying this pivotal status in India, English language teaching has become a retrograde and 
it possess a biggest challenge to teachers and educationist to make students learn English in 
the multi-cultural and multi-lingual context, in a country such as India. The paper aims to 
look at the effectiveness of multi-cultural context of English language learning in India and 
discusses about the necessity of multi-culturalism in modern global society concept. The 
paper also focusses on the importance of multi-cultural and multi-lingual approach in 
learner centric teaching of the modern world.  

Multiculturalism in English Language Teaching 

English language has occupied a very important place in India for many decades though it 

has been a foreign language, a language of the oppressor or the British Raj. In a multilingual and 

multicultural country such as India, English has become more than a foreign language; it is quite 

interesting to observe that the status of English is more prominent in India than local languages. 

Proficiency in English has become an important parameter for being educated, global and 

successful.English has slowly replaced indigenous languages and has become the official language 

of administration and society.  English learning has become a very crucial aspect of life for an 

average Indian and it is being taught from a very early ageand as learner grows they realize that 
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English is not just sophistication but it covers a vast spectrum of thing like knowledge, science, 

technology, and commerce in India and across the globe. 

The popularity of English in India can be attributed to three main factors; 

1. It is the “language of the intellect” 

2. It is a “international” and “intra national” link language. 

3. Indianization of English – it has been flexed to suit the purpose of the user. To put it in a 

nutshell Indians have colonized the English language. 

In a multicultural society like India, English gives an alternate global and national identity to 

the user, moreover, it links people of various culture within India (intra national). Though English 

provides alternate identity, the primary identity of one’s culture and native language cannot be 

delineated by and from the learner. 

In a country like India that has 122 major languages, out which 22 are officially recognized and 

with 1599 dialects, how can cultural and multilingual context be separated from English language 

teaching. This multiculturalism and multilingualism becomes the raison d’être for practical 

difficulty in teaching of English to Indian learners. In India English has been taught in schools and 

colleges from the beginning of education and yet the learners fail to master the language. The 

solution to this problem can be found in rethinking on the approach to English teaching. A 

multicultural approach can give it more relevance than distancing it from the learner. 

Language acquisition is not mere mastery of words or understanding of the working of it but it 

has very deep roots in culture and social context. Distancing the language from culture and local 

context can become a major threat in mastering of it by the learner. This distancing could lead to 

slow progression or difficulty in acquiring the language. To be proficient in English, it is not 

enough if we just learn literature, we need to bridge the gap between the learner and the language 

and also between the language and the experiences of the learner, which can make language 

learning more practical. American or British culture and context can give additional inputs and 

expand the views of the learner but it cannot be of significant use in understanding the usage of the 
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language for an Indian learner. Local context and local culture will be of more relevance and this 

needs to be incorporated into English language teaching. The students learning foreign language 

experience a fear of making mistakes and sounding absurd so, they are reluctant to be more open in 

expressing themselves. Local language whereas gives them a sense of security and control so they 

are more adept in using it and they fear to tread the untraveled path. What can help overcome this 

fear and making them more expressive is by relating English teaching to their culture and 

experiences. Linguistic competence alone cannot contribute to successful communication but it 

should reflect the ability of the user to use it in real world situation / in real life context. When 

English language is taught using socio cultural context, then, what is conveyed to the learner 

becomes more meaningful. 

According to National Association for Multicultural Education, multicultural education: 

1. Offers students equitable educational opportunity 

2. Allows multiple perspective and ways of thinking 

3. Create safe and successful learning environment 

4. Increase awareness on global issues 

5. Encourage critical thinking 

6. Suits students having different cognitive styles  

The learner of English language comes equipped with the culture of their native language, so an 

association has to be made between the cultures of the native language with the learning of the 

second language.  

“Teacher hosting foreign students must come to terms with the fact that those students are 

immersed in a culture with which they are not familiar, and that they bring with them not 

only their limited knowledge of the language, but a myriad of assumptions based on 

generations of cultural indoctrination” (Englebert, 2004).  
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In the initial phase of learning inclusion of local culture and context can be more prominent but 

gradually it should move towards the target culture. This integration in the end will result in 

development of language skill and comprehensive learning. 

The amalgamation of cultural context into English language teaching can result in multiplicity 

of English but, this multiplicity is the hallmark of sociolinguistic reality in India. English has been 

indigenized according to the needs of the end user and language cannot be internalized without 

adjusting to the needs of the learner. Internationalization of English has led to diversification of the 

language and every culture has added something to it. 

Multicultural approach is definitely effective in a culturally diverse / pluralistic society such as 

India, moreover cultural context can also suit different cognitive styles of the learners. Though 

there strategies/methods for incorporating and administering multicultural context in English 

language teaching; however, it is not a magic potion or solution to all issues. We need to explore 

the area and deal with issues as when it arises. 

Finally, assessment in a multicultural classroom must be reflect appreciation of the diversity 

that curriculum and instructional strategies exhibit .Therefore, it is very important that assessments 

should be done  through a variousmethods or techniques like portfolio collections, performance 

projects, observations, and so on, in both written and oral forms. 

One of the important components of teaching learning process is assessment. Assessment is 

necessary to gauge the competence and proficiency the learner has acquired during the learning 

process. since it is a continuous process it should not be used as mere method or an annual 

summary for accountability purpose in fact it shouldprovide meaningful link and feedback to both 

teachers and students. 

In a multicultural classroom assessment is as crucial as selecting materials and designing 

activities and syllabus. Since, multicultural education is a transformational process, it is essential to 

evaluate the practices, its strength and challenges periodically. 
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