
 

              Scholar Critic                                            ISSN 2348 – 6937 (Print)                                                                                         

                    Vol-03, Issue-01, April 2016                                               ISSN 2348 – 6945 (Online) 
 
 

401 
 

Acquisition Of English Language Skills: Deficient For Practical Situations 

 

K.Manikandaboopathy M.A., M.Phil. (Ph.D) 
Assistant Professor of English 

N.S.N College of Engineering and Technology 
Karur – 639003 

mkb31380@gmail.com 
Mobile: 9655786660 

 

The increasing globalization has created a large need for people in the workforce who can 

communicate in multiple languages. Communication has become an integral part in the present 

scenario. Inability to communicate effectively can jeopardize a person’s interest at workplace, 

especially in regulating, controlling, monitoring and organizing the activities. As Indians, Most of 

us prefer English as the second language. The Education system of India vastly depends on English 

for framing curriculum and syllabus, which in turn, produces the larger workforce. 

My paper intends to point out the acquisition of the English language skills by the students in the 

classrooms. As the need for Engineers and Technologist grew up in a faster pace, I tend to provide 

a glimpse of the real situations faced particularly by our Engineering students. The present syllabus, 

though revised with a focus on LSRW skills, has only partially fulfilled the needs of the students. 

There is a gap existing between the present English syllabi and students academic and professional 

needs. The present scenario demands a revised and modified course so that it meets the students’ 

proper application in the workplace context and in real-life situations. Necessary measures need to 

be taken as there is deficient acquisition of English language skills among students 

Our country needs more number of competent engineers and scientists are needed to drive the 

engineering and technology field to the next level. Our education system should be the emanating 

point for the quality of products in this field. One fourth of the total enrolment in the higher 

education is in engineering and technology. But many of them are low in terms of the standard of 

education imparted. By providing equal priority in Academic excellence, our standards must be 
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geared to international benchmarks. Every engineering and technical institution in the country must 

make an all-out effort to help India develop a large pool of proficient scientific and technical 

manpower. Various proactive initiatives are to be taken on skill development and employability 

enhancement of students. The learning of English language in an effective manner improvises the 

skills as well as increases the employability opportunities. 

 

“Technology is just a tool. In terms of getting the kids working together and 

motivating them, the teacher is the most important”. 

                                                                               -Bill Gates 

Likewise, the teacher of English is the most important person for making the students use English 

effectively and in turn, to become experts in their disciplines. The background of the teacher 

becomes important here as how far he/she is knowledgeable to train the students communicate in 

English effectively. Many of the teachers handle the English language classes bilingually. Already, 

our students cannot follow the English accent as it is primarily the English speech sounds and those 

of native languages are different, and if the teacher uses mother-tongue most often, the students 

will show no interest towards English speech sounds. This will surely affect the acquisition of 

English language skills. Hence, the teachers new to English language teaching can be asked to 

appear for a pretest based on communication skills before they begin teaching technical (or) 

communicate English. 

The language position of most educated Indians, including many of English language teachers, 

remains the same. The reason behind is the urge to use the local language is so great. The frequency 

of use of English in speech and writing is so negligible. This, in turn, reflects in the classroom 

situations. The context of English language teaching must be clearly understood by the English 

language teachers, especially those who work in engineering colleges. To make them understand, 

Teachers need to be trained in syllabus design, material production and formative assessment 

systems in technical (or) communicative English aspects so that they can apply these in classrooms. 
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The training in language teaching by integrating technology should be provided to teachers either at 

college level (or) by the concerned universities. 

The teachers must know that the important goal of the technical (or) communicative English course 

is to equip the students with proper communication skills for effective usage in everyday situation 

and also to manage future workplace situations. The teacher should take in to account, the students 

schooling background, language competency and the language learning capability before he/she 

begins to teach the course. The teachers have to provide personal attention in developing the basic 

language skills such as listening, speaking, reading and writing in a systematic manner. 

The English language teachers have to be the curriculum designers as far as the classroom is 

considered. He/she should attempt to find out how language skills along with life-skills can be 

learnt effectively, especially by engineering students for proper utilization by them in real life 

situations. He/she should design tasks and activities that would help achieve the goals and objective 

sessions to strengthen their communicative competence. At this juncture, I would like to point out 

that the teachers of English are not getting adequate training in the latest language teaching 

methods. As a result, effective class room teaching becomes a norm rather than an exception. 

Teachers must be given enough opportunity for professional development so that they gain 

knowledge on effective teaching strategies that can be implemented at the classroom level. 

The teachers should make the students aware of the fact that language learning is not an intellectual 

process. Language is a form of behavior and language learning is a matter of acquiring a set of 

habits. The students should understand that English is a skills subject and not content subjects like 

science or geography. Language is a tool and the mastery of the tool comes with a constant practice 

in the use of it. For example, if the teacher makes the students involve in an effective conversation, 

they can move on to discussions and debates. In discussions, the students will ask for others 

opinion and gives opinion, politely agree and disagree, gently avoid in another way are the skills 

involved and they do not just ‘happen’. A lot of practice is required in developing these skills.  
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It is important to develop these skills as it evolves one’s own style in order to get a competitive 

advantage in the global market and society.  At this point, both teachers and students must 

understand that the entire educational system has become market-driven with all the concomitant 

greed of the market-driven economy. We can go on speaking a number of points but what actually 

happens in reality is commercialization. The market value for English has made English teaching 

and English education a mega industry in India. To survive in a society like this, students should 

make them equipped both knowledgeable and resourceful. English is the language that opens the 

doors of the global market. Students should well be taught that English is necessary for mobility, 

social and economic purposes and for job opportunities. Students studying engineering and 

technology must realize that English is a ‘window on the world’, an access to the growing fund of 

knowledge in science and technology. The English language has all the necessary information in 

any branch of knowledge. 

In my point of view, I expect the teaching and learning of English should produce technocrats for 

the cause of nation building. The future generation should be productive as well as socially 

responsible and should be the agents of social change. I don’t expect just the English teacher to do 

the change but almost all the teaching faculty of science, engineering and technology branches to 

handle classes in English so that everything happens in a faster pace in acquiring the language. 

Learning a language is more like writing a play and not like acting in one. The academicians can 

think of providing “an integrated model” to gain a better understanding of language pedagogy.  

The English Language teacher has a pivotal role to make things happen better of his / her students. 

Any classroom situation is a human situation, consisting of human beings. There is no standard 

strategy for teaching or learning. It changes accordingly as it is ever changing. As the famous 

saying goes, “there is no standard recipe for a happy married life”, the teacher needs to find his / 

her own way of approach in the classrooms. We, English language teachers should build the 

approach continuously in the present over the past that may have to be evolved in the future.  
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