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Abstract 

English Language Teaching represents a great endeavour of intellectual journey and 
significance as it adopts different techniques and new emerging trends in tune with 
globalisation.  As majority of the Teachers and Learners of English in the world are from 
different socio-linguistic backgrounds and English language teaching/learning being the 
foreign to them emerges as a literary pluralistic approach with diversified interpretations 
and multicultural aesthetic appeal. Hence it is the hallmark of this World Language which 
attained an international status and has become a commercial connoisseur of the present 
digital age.The present study sheds light on literary pluralism and cultural aesthetic appeal 
in ELT. The aim and scope of the research is to present the theme as an interdisciplinary 
approach which strives for a holistic and harmonious relationship among the intellectuals. 
Besides enhancing linguistic competence, adoptability skills, universal appeal, and unity in 
diversity, this Student Centred CLT methodology showcases to impart LSRW skills in an 
effective manner.  
Keywords : ELT –Literary pluralism –cultural aestheticism – CLT Methodology  

 

“Learning a second language not only has cognitive and academic benefits, it also supports 

a greater sense of openness to and appreciation for other cultures.” 

                -Tochon 

Introduction 

English Language Teaching as a scientific and academic discipline has evolved innovative 

teaching techniques with learner centred approaches on par with globalised skills. As majority of 

the Teachers and Learners of English in the world are from different socio-linguistic backgrounds 

and English language teaching/learning being the foreign to them emerges as a literary pluralistic 

approach with diversified interpretations and multicultural aesthetic appeal. Hence it is the 
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hallmark of this World Language which attained an international status and has become a 

commercial connoisseur of the present digital age. It has become a symbol for people’s aspirations 

for quality education, sustenance and worldwide job opportunities. With the advent of post-

modernism, new manifestations and novel trends in all walks of communication have witnessed 

dominant cultural change in English Language Teaching.  

Aim of the paper 

The present study sheds light on literary pluralism and cultural aesthetic appeal in ELT. The 

aim and scope of the research is to present the theme as an interdisciplinary approach which strives 

for a holistic and harmonious relationship among the intellectuals. Besides enhancing linguistic 

competence, adoptability skills, universal appeal, and unity in diversity, this Student Centred CLT 

methodology showcases imparting LSRW skills in an effective manner.  

Literature Review 

Cultural Studies bequeath a stimulus to communication.  Byram, the winner of the BAAL 

Book Prize views that cultural studies “enable learners to develop a more nuanced view of a 

country and society whose language they are learning.” Teaching English language as a discourse 

contributes to construct, perpetuate or subvert cultural contexts and can enrich the development of 

communicative competence. Kramsch, a German Professor opines, “by such a growth in aesthetic 

and critic consciousness that we can define as “critical cross cultural literacy.” Foreign language 

learning develops a sense of cultural pluralism, openness to and appreciation of other cultures. 

Literature promotes cultural and intercultural awareness (Van) especially in the era of 

globalization (Tayebipour). Since literature deals with universal concepts (Maley), there is an urge 

to grab on literature as an input source for flourishing language learners’ competence. Globalization 

cries for joining hands not only in economy, politics, and sociology but also in language-related 

fields such as ELT. According to Maley, literature deals with universal concepts such as love, 

hatred, death, nature, etc that are common to all languages and cultures. The similarities and even 

differences between cultures and languages can further enhance the understanding of the whole 

world. 
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English as Global Language 

At the outset the paper delves to present English as a global language and lingua franca of 

the world. It is one of the official languages of UNO. English is the first language in England, 

Australia, Canada, Singapore etc and second language in India, Pakistan, Italy, Japan etc. It is the 

language of international business, politics and culture than any other language in the world. David 

Crystal, a British linguist and author rightly states that, 

“English has gone through this “three-pronged development of first-language, 

official-language, and foreign-language speakers” gives it the status of a global 

language.” 

The study of global language ensures economic competitiveness in a culturally diverse 

environment and teaches tolerance and respect for the native language and culture and the foreign. 

Hence the present age is an international amalgamation of unity in diversity with literary pluralism, 

cultural pluralism and educational pluralism on par with crossing borders and nations with 

universality. It is apt to quote the words of Francesco, Professor in the Literature Department at 

Carleton University, Ottawa: 

“In the pre modern eras, periods of strong political and cultural, national and international 

amalgamation preceded or followed periods of pluralism. The novelty of our times is that, 

to borrow from Mikhail Bakhtin, heterogeneity and homogeneity, decentralisation and 

centralisation occur simultaneously, their work continuing uninterrupted.” 

English Language Teaching and Pluralism 

English Language Teaching represents a great endeavour of intellectual journey and 

significance as it adopts different techniques and new emerging trends in tune with globalisation 

which has already existed decades before as hidden concept. In his novel, Kanthapura Indian 

Writer, Rao provides five perspectives to authenticate the crossover of English in the South Asian 

context in terms of the following: 
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1. The relationship between the medium (madhyama) and the message (mantra).  

2. Reconceptualization of the contextual appropriateness of English as a medium of 
creativity. 

3. The relevance of hybridity and creative vision and innovation. 

4. The relevance of language variety, linguistic appropriateness, and identity. 

5. Stylistic transcreation, cultural discourse, and their reliationship with local parampara_. 
(Kachru 1998c: 66-67). 

  According to Deena Boraie, the President of TESOL International Association, there is 

change in the goal of teaching English. Penny Ur, the writer of English Course Language Teaching 

(2009) noted the goal is to produce fully competent English knowing bilinguals rather than 

imitation of native speakers. Modern trends in ELT has become a buzz word in recent years which 

imparts, 

 Linguistic Competence 

 Cultural appreciation 

 Skill Development 

 Literary pluralism  

 Quality Enhancement 

 Enlightened Global Citizenship 

 Holistic and harmonious relationship 

 Communicative Language Teaching (CLT)….. 

The English language is now the most sought-after medium for initiating and accelerating 

bilingualism or multilingualism. This crossover across borders has brought various strands of 

pluralism to the language. The need, then, is for the reconstruction and rethinking of what pluralism 

implies with reference to creativity in the language and its functions and our conceptualization of 

English around the world. 

Role of Literary Pluralism in ELT 
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The term “pluralistic approaches to languages and cultures” refers to didactic approaches 

which use teaching / learning activities involving several (i.e. more than one) varieties of languages 

or cultures. This is to be contrasted with approaches which could be called “singular” in which the 

didactic approach takes account of only one language or a particular culture, considered in 

isolation. Language teaching methodology has seen the emergence of four pluralistic 

approaches over the past thirty years: 

 awakening to languages 

 intercomprehension between related languages 

 intercultural approach 

 integrated didactic approach to different languages studied 

Pluralistic approaches are educational concepts which acknowledge the value of linguistic 

and cultural diversity. According to these approaches the learning of all languages and cultures 

should be fostered in education. Plurilingual and pluricultural competence represents a key ability 

in the concept of pluralistic approaches. According to the CEFR1 (Common European Framework 

of Reference), this competence can be defined as follows:    

“Plurilingual and pluricultural competence refers to the ability to use languages for the 

purposes of communication and to take part in intercultural interaction, where a person, 

viewed as a social agent has proficiency, of varying degrees, in several languages and 

experience of several cultures. This is not seen as the superposition or juxtaposition of distinct 

competences, but rather as the existence of a complex or even composite competence on 

which the user may draw. (Council of Europe 2001: 168)”   

Literature reflects cultural representations and Language expresses communication of ideas. 

English Language Teaching has played a major role in bringing nationalistic and patriotic spirit 

among Common Wealth Nations. Nissim Ezekiel’s poems , A.K.Ramanujan’s ‘Obituary’ , Chinua 

Achebe’s ‘Things Fall Apart’,  presented native culture and mentality through  English and they are 

typical in native origins . Translation of ideas and culture, multiple linguistic interpretations in 

English showcased the other part of the world to widen their horizons of knowledge. Feministic 

discourses, Eco critical perspectives, comparative studies, psychological and epistemological, 



 

              Scholar Critic                                            ISSN 2348 – 6937 (Print)                                                                                         

                    Vol-03, Issue-01, April 2016                                               ISSN 2348 – 6945 (Online) 
 
 

399 
 

hermeneutical approaches in English Language teaching created awareness among the learners and 

helped them to imbibe and probe for new dimensions in language and literature.  

Role of Cultural Aesthetics in ELT 

With the advent of globalised scenario, the relevance of cultural and aesthetic studies as an 

academic and inter disciplinary approach in language teaching has become vibrant school of 

research. Hence the definitions of ‘culture’ and the relationship between culture, literature and 

language are interrelated and emerged new arena of postmodern ELT techniques. 

 Literature is an interpretation of life which mirrors society. It helps to learn the target 

language, culture and also for aesthetic appeal. For example Wordsworth’s poem ‘Daffodils’ 

describes beautiful daffodils. Its sight is a great bliss in solitude. The poem gives rich examples to 

describe the daffodil flowers. A non-native speaker of English also enjoys the beauty of the poem 

and delights at the description of the flowers. Keats, ‘Ode to Autumn’ is another delighted, 

sensuous poem on autumn season with rich aesthetic appeal. Chaucer’s Tales, Shakespeare’s 

dramas, Ben Johnson’s Comedies, Jane Austen’s novels, Bacon Essays, Margaret Atwood’s Poems, 

R.K.Narayan’s novels and so on have projected in the minds of learners/readers with rich language 

and cultural aestheticism.  

Conclusion 

The paper throws light on literary pluralism and cultural aesthetics in the light of English 

Language Teaching. It is one of the CLT methodologies which help the learners to learn LSRW 

skills in an effective manner not simply pertaining to one particular region, religion, race, caste, 

culture. Moreover it is task based teaching with learner centred approach. 
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