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Abstract 

William Golding is a unique writer, who never is afraid to call a spade a spade; or to 
fearlessly dig out that which is evil in man and expose the false face of the modern 
society. He makes the best use of the existing literature to mould them according to what 
is real in human nature. Like other great writers, he employs his techniques, and, 
indulges in reversal of forms to project a real life picture. His descriptions are vivid, 
imagery well-planned, and, is keenly aware of the needs of his time. All that is human 
appeals to him and he is ruthless in his demolition of hypocrisy and artificial forms of 
behaviour. Lord of the Flies is a fine study of human nature and society from all angles. 
The society of the boys is not different from that of the elders.  However, this study does 
not focus on Lord of the Flies, instead on The Inheritors, Picher Martin and Free Fall. 
It's an attempt to read these novels from a socio-cultural perspective.  
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With the advancement of science and technology, and with great feats of achievement in 

every sphere of life by human beings, life should have been pleasant and happy. There should 

have been a sense of fulfilment and joy everywhere. The writers and writings of the age should 

have fully echoed these feelings. But, unfortunately, it is quite the opposite. Conditions of 

poverty and strife continue to prevail, if anything, at a higher level. Social inequalities, injustice 

and mutual hatred rock the society. The sufferings of others go unnoticed unless forced into a 

realisation.  But the one that forces itself is that man has not been able to either understand 

himself and his surroundings or offer any worthwhile solution to the problems facing him. 



 

              Scholar Critic                                            ISSN 2348 – 6937 (Print)                                                                                         

                    Vol-03, Issue-01, April 2016                                               ISSN 2348 – 6945 (Online) 
 
 

278 

 

Therefore, in spite of his new found capacity to analyse and scientifically view things, man is not 

at peace either with the world or himself. 

The very texture of the society stands modified with the emergence of the concept of a 

modern and progressive civilisation. In its proud march ahead it has lost all sense of humanity, 

and, knows not, or, more precisely, does not want to, look back and make-up for many of its 

unpardonable follies - Christopher Martin in Pincher Martin had spent his entire life bending the 

lives of many to suit his own unending selfish desires. But, he was unrepentant till the very end. 

The modern society has taught man to be small-minded, cruel, hard-hearted and to serve himself 

best.  William Golding analyses the human society in his novels and this is a humble attempt to 

make a socio-cultural reading of his select novels. 

The type of behaviour that the modern society exhibits, is not limited to any particular 

person or people, particular place or select period of time or for any accepted cause. Given the 

same circumstances, people the world over would react in the same manner, irrespective of 

creed, religion or place. They all suffer from the same ill that haunts the present day society.  

Commenting on his novel, Lord of the Flies, Golding said: 

Lord of the Flies was simply what it seemed sensible for me to write after the war, when 

everybody was thanking God they weren’t Nazis. And I’d seen enough and thought 

enough to realise that every single one of us could be Nazis (Talk, p. 3) 

The present day society believes in hypocrisy. Genuine love and purity of heart stand 

vanquished - Pincher Martin madly wanted Mary not because he loved her but because she had 

thwarted his attempts to possess her and decided to marry Nathaniel instead. Nathaniel’s success 

had further enraged him. Likewise, Beatrice was the most beautiful girl to Sammy Mountjoy 

only till he lusted on her. When he found Taffy more satisfying, he left her without any thoughts 

of the harm that he might have done. 

Normal life stands disrupted in the modem society. There is always a sense of longing, a 

suspense, an uneasiness and a fear of the unknown. A sense of achievement no longer exists. 
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Though simple, the Neanderthals in The Inheritors were a contented and united lot, full of love, 

even for the youngest member of the family, Liku, and genuine concern for the eldest, Mal. They 

were obedient. Their wants were simple and they did not greed for more and more. They found 

enjoyment even in the ordinary things of life. Since they bore no enmity towards others, they 

could not understand the evil designs of the Homo Sapiens. Golding felt that they were too good 

to suit the modern way of living: 

I picture the Neanderthals as a primitive but good race that existed before the Fall,   

wiped out by Homo sapiens simply because it wasn’t evil enough to survive. Its animal 

innocence was no match for our capacity for surviving at all costs (Talk, p. 106). 

Life at its primal stage, both for the Neanderthals and Sammy, was untarnished and 

uncorrupted by modern thought and behaviour. What the Neanderthals or Sammy as a child did, 

was natural and without any thoughts of good or bad. It was spontaneous and not selective. The 

state of eternal bliss that the Neanderthals and Sammy enjoyed ceased to have any meaning 

when the society moved a step ahead from its primitive stage and showed signs of progress 

towards a more convenient means or way of living.  

Thoughts that never crossed the minds of the Neanderthals, came to the fore with the 

advent of the Homo Sapiens. The Neanderthals always believed in the mother-goddess “Oa”, 

and, had absolute faith in her power to sustain them. They came back after the winter with the 

full expectations that things would be as they had left and could begin life as usual. They never 

felt the need to protect and guard their belongings or themselves or hunt for food. They did not 

like killing. Theirs was free love and equally shared what they had. Mal’s and the old woman’s 

commands were obeyed without arguments.  

The Homo Sapiens were just the opposite. They felt haunted and expected trouble. They 

felt the need to guard themselves against evil. Guards were posted and bows and arrows were 

brought into use to police their camp and kill their imagined enemies. Without any provocation, 

but out of fear, the Homo Sapiens shoot arrows at Lok, who mistook them for a present, as he 

was too simple to know that violence was intended. Sex was reduced to a vulgar level. Bitter 
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quarrels ensued among them. The seeds of adultery, dishonesty, indiscipline and corruption were 

sown. 

Grossing over from the innocent world of Rotten Row to the infant school, Sammy 

Mountjoy was immediately dragged into a world of cunningness, deceitfulness, hypocrisy and 

cruelty, where one enjoyed the misfortune of others, enjoyed being masters, enjoyed exploitation 

and using others for one’s own selfish ends. The evils of a developed society were in evidence 

even in the school. While Minnie, a classmate of Sammy, embarrassed herself by pissing in the 

classroom out of fear, it was the moment of sheer delight for the others: 

We were impressed and delighted. We had our first scandal. Minnie had revealed herself. 

All the differences we had accepted as the natural order, drew together and we knew that 

she was not one of us. We were exalted to an eminence. She was an animal down there, 

and we were all up here (Free Fall, p. 36). 

In each of Golding’s novels, we come across at least one character, who stands for the 

complex and chaotic description of the modern man. These are common ills that plague the 

modern society and Golding has taken upon himself to highlight them. Jack’s hunger for power 

ends in disaster for the children in the Lord of the Flies. Pincher Martin’s greed was the sorrow 

of many.  Father Watts-Watt was torn between his sacred duties as a priest and his suppressed 

emotional and sexual desires in Free Fall. Dean Jocelin is a picture of pride and obstinacy of will 

in The Spire.  The members of the Stilboume society in The Pyramid, act as strangers with each 

other and snap the vital link that could keep them together for the good of the society as a whole.   

The desire to dominate and subject others to one’s will gives rise to the need of showing 

oneself superior to others. Only when one is able to display a sense of superiority can one hope 

to command others. This aspect of human behaviour is evidenced in every walk of life of the 

modern society.  Jack proved himself too strong for the other boys in the Lord of the Flies. He 

knew his power and the authority that he could exercise over the other boys. He, therefore, 

separated from Ralph, Piggy and Simon and formed his own group. Other equally cruel and 

strong boys joined him. Together they started harassing the little ones and forced them to accept 
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Jack’s leadership. Those who did not like his ways and protested were punished. What Jack did 

to a small group of boys in the island is practiced at the international level by powerful nations. 

They align themselves together and treat the weaker nations at will. They force the developing 

countries either to fall in line with them or use coercive methods to bring them around. 

In order to emphasise one’s power and to achieve one’s end or to satisfy one’s ego, 

exploiting and using others is the easiest and surest means adopted by nations, politicians, and, 

individuals in this deceptive modern age.  Jack, in the Lord of the Flies, once he had the boys in 

his power, treated them like menials and used not only to satisfy his power but also to beat up 

innocent children and snuff out piggy, whose rationalism he detested; and Ralph who had to an 

extent, displayed a sense of responsibility and commanded a popular following. 

Pincher martin was selfishness personified. He glories in controlling the lives of others.  

Pincher had experimented with the lives of others all along in the same manner and had used 

them as stepping-stones for his success in life. His body gave him the assurance he needed. He 

could feel the impact of his body by seeing the people on whom he had triumphed, had their 

body at his mercy, for enjoyment and pleasure. “I could find assurance of my solidity in the 

bodies of other people by warmth and caresses and triumphant flesh" (Pincher Martin, p. 140). 

He was happy to be the centre of praise and love or dislike and quarrel of people, who either 

liked or disliked him:  

The three lights of my window are not enough to identify me however sufficient they 

were in the world. But there were other people to describe me to myself - they fell in  

love with me, they applauded me, they caressed this body they defined it for me. There 

were the people I got the better of, People who disliked me. People who quarrelled with 

me (Pincher Martin, pp. 140-141). 

Though physically weak and mentally a coward, Philip Arnold, in Free Fall was a master 

in using others for his own ends, for he knew about people. He was perfection made for the art of 

survival in the modern world. He played cunning and deception to throw one against the other 

and himself profit in the process. He was, as Sammy Mountjoy observed: 
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...a person in three D, as more than a cutout. Like the appearing ice, a point above water, 

it gives evidence of great depths in Philip. He has always had much in common with an 

iceberg. He is still pale, still involved and subtle, still dangerous to shipping (Free Fall, 

pp. 56-57). 

Thus, though science has ushered in an era of progress, has enabled man to fly to the 

farthest planet and dive into the deepest depths of the sea, it has not taught him how to live on 

earth, peacefully and naturally. He is ever in turmoil, uneasy and not able to either adjust himself 

to his surroundings or coexist with fellow human beings. Character after character in Golding's 

novels - The Homo Sapiens, Jack and his companions, Pincher Martin, Sammy Mountjoy, Dean 

Jocelin, to mention only the important and leading ones - reveal the prominent trait of the 

modern man.  The Homo Sapiens failed to see the goodness of the Neanderthals. They thought 

them as aliens and enemies. Hence, they did not make even an attempt to know and adjust 

themselves with the people. Therefore, they brought trouble both to the Neanderthals and to 

themselves. Man is far from happy, in spite of the vast frontiers and huge possibilities opened to 

him by science and technology. There has been a sharp decline in his ethical and moral values 

and he has fallen, more than ever, because of his mean nature. 
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