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Abstract 

The paper aims at identifying the language of the subalterns (Gender, Minority, Dalit and 
Aboriginal) and the inclusivity in a pluralistic society. The term ‘subaltern’ refers to any 
person or group of inferior rank and station, whether because of the race, class, gender, 
sexual orientation, ethnicity, or race. The present work focuses on the inclusivity of the 
subalterns’ linguistics with reference to Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns, 
Sally Morgan’s My Place and P.Sivakami’s The Taming of Women and The Grip of 
Change. Hosseini portrays the minority women society of Afghan, Sivakami throws light 
on the Indian dalit society and Morgan discovers the world of the Aborigines. The 
authors have probed into a realistic world that celebrates, represents its own culture, 
language and explores the linguistic and narrative aspects.Language is the reflection of 
one’s culture and identity. The language of the subaltern is plain, natural and real. They 
identify themselves through their language and culture. As the theme itself reveals, the 
subaltern linguistics has become inclusive with the mainstream literature. This deep-
rooted transformation of amalgamating the unrecognized culture with the existing one is 
a change witnessed in this multicultural society. The change by itself is inchoate and 
needs social metamorphosis. The select novels of the authors pave way to study the 
thematic and spatial realms of subaltern literature. The subalterns have not changed in 
order to join the mainstream but it is only the society that has accepted them. This 
cultural and linguistic rigidity is the strength to reveal their identity and the society has 
begun to identify the ‘unidentified’. Hence, the paper focuses on the linguistic, narrative, 
thematic and spatial domains of the subalterns. 
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Post colonial feminist perspective requires that one learn to read literary representations 

of women with attention both to the subject and to the medium of representation. Feminism 

examines the relationship between men and women and the consequences of power differentials 

for the economic, social and cultural status of women. Feminist theory is occupied with 
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questions of representations, voice, and marginalization. Women writers are concerned with the 

aspects of female sexuality: joys and burdens of motherhood. The politics of silence in women, 

symbols of societal and cultural imprisonment, the journey of self-discovery are the themes in 

focus by the authors. 

In the novels of Sivakami, Hosseini and Sally Morgan, the women characters suffer due 

to strong male dominated society. In Sally Morgan’s My Place, the identity of aboriginality 

makes her ancestors silent of their origin and therefore subjected to oppression. Throughout the 

novel women in Sally Morgan’s My Place are taken for task by the dominant male society. 

Hosseini’s rural Afghan women have lead quiet subterranean lives of obedience and service and 

therefore novelist chose to speak for a shattered nation and especially its women making an 

attempt to give voice to the voiceless. In Sivakami’s The Taming of women and in The Grip of 

Change, the author represents the Dalit society in India. Dalit women are doubly subaltern, both 

as woman and Dalit. Not only does a dalit woman speak and talk, but she wants to be listened. 

Symbols of societal and cultural imprisonment are evident in the autobiographical novel 

of Morgan, her search for identity. Morgan encapsulates the plight of aboriginals with the song 

sung by birds in Australia that is unheard. 

There was some wonderful wildlife on Corunna Downs 

There were no insecticides then to kill the birds… 

That’s why the blackfellas want their own land, 

With no white man messin about destroyin ‘it. (ATSS, 230) 

Afghan Literature also focuses on its society and culture .Hosseini’s novel portrays a life 

that was terrible at the hands of terrorists. Mariam dies at the hands of Taliban forces in the name 

of justice. Laila the beautiful dream woman falls a victim to war, native patriarchy and Taliban 

fundamentalism but survives each of the oppressions. Pain and humiliation are part of the lives 

of subalterns. The voice of the subalterns is not heard or not to be heard. This reflects their 

community’s “unrepresentability”.  
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The concept of inner journey is represented through self discovery and the gaining of 

wisdom. The journey of self-discovery by the subaltern women in the three novels is expressed 

through their action, revolution, resistance and speech. In the three novels, women at a particular 

point retaliate, resist and oppose. The self-revelation is brought out in raising consciousness. 

Sally Morgan discovers her aboriginal identity. My Place does not offer a victimized 

Morgan, but rather a rebellious innovator with a defiant and uncompromising nature. The 

conversation between Lakshmi and Anandhayi in Sivakami’s The Taming of Women reveals the 

rediscovery of themselves. The dalit women are doubly oppressed in their society. Their society 

is against women’s peace. Hosseini’s characters in the novel often work to retain hope while 

dealing with the realities of political and personal oppression. At a significant point throughout 

the novel, characters express their individual hopes. The concept of inner journey of the 

subalterns in all three novels tries rediscovering their selves, reanalyzing and reinterpreting their 

roles in the society, community and restructuring their attitude. 

The narrative domain focuses on realism, character-narrators, we-narratives, point of 

view –the factors that make subaltern texts more exclusive for visual reading. Realism is an 

essential defining feature of novels. Realism is used in connection with matters of style and 

narrative technique to refer to characteristic features of the novel. The dalit novel of sivakami 

portrays the routine life in a Dalit ghettoization. 

“Softening a lump of cow dung in a bucket of water, Chinnasami poured the liquid into 

the trap and switched on the motor”. (TTW, 12) 

The activity reflects the real life. The selected novels reflect the struggle by the characters to 

survive. 

“In June of that year 1992, there was heavy fighting in west Kabul between the Pashtun 

forces of the warlord Sayyaf and the Hazaras of the Wahdat fiction. The shelling knocked 

down power lines, pulverized entire blocks of shops and homes”. (ATSS, 73) 
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The given description reveals a society that lives under threat, fear, perseverance, hostility, and a 

live a life that is hopeless and sterile. The real life of Afghan people is thoroughly brought under 

scrutiny by the author. The selected novels for study give a detailed description of customs, 

habits and social taboos thus depicting reality.  

Characters in the novels act as narrators in various situations that reveal the importance 

and inclusivity by the authors for them. Each character express their identity and assert their 

view .The story of Arthur Corunna, Gladys’s Corunna’s is narrated by the character themselves 

to the readers. The characters themselves become narrators of their own story in My Place. In 

Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns Mariam and Laila have their own fables to narrate. 

Sivakami’s women characters like Anandhayi and Lakshmi share stories between them. 

We-narratives in subaltern text explore the bond between the characters and the psychological 

zone they travel. 

“Had we stood and watched and if his father had killed you, how do you think I would 

have faced my children?”(TTW, 220) 

This extract from sivakami’s novel The Taming of women portrays the rebellious attitude of the 

oppressed women. 

Focalization is a narratological term .The reader ‘sees’ events, besides the actual fact that 

the reader sees letters on the page. In focalization, there is a distinction between the perspectives- 

mode (who sees?) and (who speaks?).The main aim of the authors in the select novels is to 

restructure, retaliate and resist the suppressed society .The authors voice their perspectives 

through the characters and the readers see events through the created illusion. 

Focalization 

  

                              Mode (who sees)                 Voice (Who speaks) 
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In Morgan’s novel, the author meets many characters. She goes to many places to collect 

details of her past. Many characters tell stories of Sally’s past. Sally becomes the authorial 

narrator who is above the world of action. She keeps shifting between various locations and 

speaks the mind of various characters. She sees the past through the voice of the characters. In 

the novel A Thousand Splendid Suns the invisible focalized objects such as feelings, sensibilities, 

thought process, provocations, perspective of the characters are evident. In Sivakami’s novel, 

through events and activities of the characters readers can plunge into their psyche and 

motivation behind their act. 

A thorough study of characters through observation, scrutiny and focalization brings out the 

attitude, behaviour , motivations of the minority towards the society. 

Through linguistic domain characters communicate with each other. Language is by far 

the most common medium of narrative texts. Spoken language can never be faithfully 

represented in writing. Characters in novels or plays do not speak in the same way as real people 

do when they talk to each other. In novels of sivakami, readers can experience the characters 

speaking to each other in a real life situation. 

Dialect is an indicator of social status. Characters represent their own culture. The words 

they use are very typical that portrays the local life. Words like Adiye, dye, ende are terms that 

show one’s affection to others. Kanji, vanni adds a local flavor to the novel by Sivakami.In 

Hosseini’s novel Jihad, Inqilab, jinn, are evident of the culture in Afghanistan. 

Psycho-narration is a technique that is flexible and totally independent of verbal content 

of mind being represented, it displays the characters feelings, emotions, fears, wishes and 

motivations. This is the representation of the authors’ motivation itself which is through the voice 

of characters like Lakshmi in The Taming of Women, Laila in A Thousand Splendid Suns, and 

Sally in My Place. 

In post colonial literatures space refers to geographical, cultural, relational, ethical and 

personal factors. A deep insight into Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns and Sally Morgan’s 
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My Place reveals the threat that is visible to people in their own land, one being an aboriginal land 

and another under terrorist fold. Migration is yet another factor that causes cultural and 

geographical discomforts to the citizens. 

People in their own nation and ghetto have a lose hold of their culture, place, nativity and 

identity. They can never claim their land. Personal loss and psychological frustration is the cause 

behind the eruption of subalterns and their attempt to seek the attention of the society. 

Edward Said has written that ‘culture is a system of discrimination and evaluations…it 

also means that culture is a system of exclusions’. Where communities are fragmented 

and powerless their potential for resistance will be clearly less. (Smith, Kate Darian, ed, 

Text, theory, space [London: Routledge, 1996; print; 208]). 

To conclude, what has been inferred from the study is that characters look alive, with no 

essential difference between one and the other. From geographical, cultural, relational, ethical 

aspects they differ, but all the characters of all the three novels share same feelings, same 

sensations, same emotions and same sensibilities underscoring the idea that the instinct, man’s 

search for the self is innate and inherent. In a multicultural space, culture has become more 

inclusive and acceptable. It has become flexible and adaptable by people from other cultures. 

The permeability factor is more today in a society that pluralistic which is evident through the 

success of the novels selected for study. 
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