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Abstract: 

English serves as a link language in the multicultural and multilingual India as it is used 
as an important channel of exchanging of information, ideas and experiences and it 
causes for all round development of aspirants. In the learning of English language 
“Pronunciation” plays a spindle role in the entire process of language learning. It 
improves the communicative skills and helps the learner to procure a good command of 
the language he learns. In the English language teaching learning context such as in 
Andhra Pradesh especially among the Telugu Medium or rural students, teaching 
pronunciation is generally not given adequate importance and very often neglected in the 
language curriculum. Teaching English Pronunciation is overlooked not only by the 
second language teachers, but also by the syllabus designers and material producers. This 
paper is an attempt to find the causes of incorrect English pronunciation among Telugu 
Medium students, the nature of the problem and the issues related to pronunciation of 
both students and teachers. It also includes suggestions to solve the problems among 
Telugu medium students in pronunciation with a special emphasis given to teaching 
pronunciation using audio-visual aids.        
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 English serves as a lingua franca in the multicultural and multilingual India as it is used as an 

important channel for exchanging of information, ideas and experiences and it causes for all 

round development of aspirants. In the learning of English language “Pronunciation” plays a 

prime role in the entire process of language learning. It improves the communicative skills and 

helps the learner to procure a good command of the language he learns. In the English language 
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teaching- learning context such as prevalent in Andhra Pradesh especially among the Telugu 

Medium or rural students, teaching pronunciation is generally not given due stress and adequate 

importance and very often neglected in the language curriculum. Teaching English Pronunciation 

is overlooked not only by the second language teachers, but also by the syllabus designers and 

material producers. 

          English language learning involves a number of complex activities. A second language 

learner has a tendency to transfer his habits from his mother tongue to the second language 

learning system. But, here the students of Telugu medium particularly from rural area face 

umpteen problems to develop a correct pronunciation even as they have learnt it from either the 

teacher or dictionary.  Telugu language has made its impact on English learning students 

hindering to speak with right pronunciation and accent. For example, in the pronunciation of 

words like police, garrage and mortgage etc. We notice their difficulties in pronouncing them 

with appropriate stress. 

         This paper is an attempt to find the reasons for incorrect English pronunciation of Telugu 

Medium students, the nature of the problem and the issues related to pronunciation of both 

students and teachers. It also includes suggestions to solve the problems among Telugu medium 

students in pronunciation with a special emphasis given to teaching pronunciation using audio-

visual aids.        

Factors affecting the learning of English pronunciation: 

         Teachers of English are unable to make the students speak with fluency and correct 
pronunciation. But we can understand often the mother tongue hinders the usage of correct 
English. This influence of mother tongue causes many problems relating to correct 
pronunciation, which arises among the students especially Telugu Medium. In the pronunciation 
of English language many students commit mistakes due to the phonological differences and due 
to the misinterpretation of their symbols. 

 The mistakes committed by students may be ignored. Though they are committed 
unknowingly they become habitual. A teacher may not bother to correct the mistakes of 
pronunciation of his students. 
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 In learning non-native language or second language, motivation plays pivotal role. In our 
Telugu medium teaching and learning situations some learners are not being motivated 
to develop a real interest in learning English. So, there is no enthusiasm for the 
achievement and eventually their interest wanes. 

 There are some deprivations in the acquisition of English pronunciation in school days. 
During early school days, a student may face hardship in acquiring the habit of correct 
pronunciation but such training will help in the longer run and transform into a brilliant 
student of English.  

 Social conditions also may cause for students’ negligence in language learning. Social 
atmosphere in Telugu medium schools may offend many students in the practice of 
language learning. 

   Lack of sufficient time, material and resources in language learning is another factor. So 
it is needed to have adequate resources and material to make teaching easy and learning 
of pronunciation quickly. 

 Another important factor is that size of the class. The size of the class varies from 50 to 
60 students, which creates problems. Lack of individual attention and immediate 
feedback about every student causes obstacle in the teaching learning process of 
pronunciation. 

 Lack of trained teachers of English who will be able to pronounce English words 
correctly. Especially in Telugu states, there is no proper training for English teachers 
to teach correct pronunciation. As Champin states aptly, “The teacher must know how 
to produce correctly the sounds of English; he must have knowledge of phonetics” 

 Another great cause of failure is non-availability of useful Text Books and inadequate 
evaluation systems. Text books are not emphasizing to teach proper communication 
skill and pronunciation. 

 Lack of an appropriate model for speaking is one of the challenges faced by students. 
They are not exposed to native speakers engaging in conversation or teaching English 
pronunciation. Lacks opportunity to listen to or speak in English sufficiently affects 
the acquisition of correct pronunciation.   

Recommendations to improve the quality in Teaching –Learning of Pronunciation.  

   There are many ways which are useful to the teachers to improve the English 
pronunciation of students. They are, 

 An English teacher should teach in the class room only in English and make the 
students feel interested and comfortable to listen to English as often as possible. 
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 Give the special stress on the words which are being difficult to pronounce easily 
and help the students to know and practice to moderate their speech. 

 Teaching of phonetic symbols, which indicate how a word should be pronounced 
and give them sufficient practice as words and sentences too. 

 Teach the students to use Dictionary for identification of correct pronunciation and 
also help them to use the phonetic alphabet page as guide to pronunciation of new 
words. 

 Teach the students to understand pronunciation of letters in the words in different 
ways. The same vowels or consonants will have different sounds depending on the 
letters in combination. For examples, But and Put have the same vowel letter but 
are pronounced differently. Enough and Through same spelling but with different 
sounds, These and Dream have different spelling but with same sound. 

 Make the students learn word stress, which plays an important role in 
pronunciation. Even many of the students of English also fail to know the 
difference of pronunciation by the usage of stress. For example, pronunciation 
Conduct as a verb and Conduct as a noun etc., So it is necessary to improve only by 
listening and practicing stress marks. 

 Help the students to work on sounds by knowing phonetic symbols which they find 
difficult. Because they may find problems with certain sounds due to mother tongue 
interference. 

 Teach them to practice to speak slowly, not fast, provide them practice to open the 
mouth with audible voice properly while speaking. 
 

 Teacher has to motivate the students:  

 To speak out loud, speak often, and as much as possible. 
 Practice in front of a mirror, or in the company of friend. 
 Watch videos or Television to get exposed to word pronunciation, speech mannerisms 

and non-verbal communication. 
 Record your speech and listen to it, find out mistakes in pronunciation and practice them 

to overcome. 
 Learn to avoid the stress of Indian English pronunciation.  

 
 
In the words of Prof. Bhandari, “Correct pronunciation is not merely a matter of making 
the individual sound correctly. It is how these sounds combine and change when used in 
words and sentences. That is of the greatest importance. So, in addition, the teacher must 
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master also the Stress, Rhythm and Intonation of spoken English. Ultimately, Teaching of 
English and students must strive to speak English as clearly and distinctly as an R.P 
(Received Pronunciation) speaker. 
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