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Abstract: 

 

In the contemporary era internet is a great boon in every aspects of human life. Internet 

becomes a part and parcel of life. A large community of society is using internet in the 

present era. People are addicted to the internet directly or indirectly from the just born 

babies to age old persons. The internet language learners brought a new dimension to the 

field of language education and gave rise to the subfield. Every one in the society tries to 

be a head of their competitors, friends and social circle. In the mirage of internet the 

youth pays little attention towards the alarming issues and ruins the future and career 

themselves. The down pouring list of social networking websites personally distracts the 

students from their ambitious future. Even though, it is an electronic connection among 

the users. This paper intends to present the impact of information and Communication 

Technologies in the Cyber Space.  

 

Full Paper: 

The invention of internet is one of the milestones of advanced technology in the twenty first 

century. Internet develops the communal relationship. At the same time majority of people use 

internet for social network.  People discovered that the Social Networking Sites (SNS) could be 

used to connect with other. Majority of sites are free for the users and easy to navigate. Basic 
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Computer knowledge is enough to anyone to operate. The web based Social Networks make it 

possible to: 

Connect people who share interests and activities across political, 

economic, and geographic borders. Through e-mail and instant managing, 

online communications are created where a gift economy and reciprocal 

altruism are encouraged through cooperation, intonation is particularly 

suited to gift economy, as intonation is a non rival good and can be gifted 

at practically no cost (1). 

 

Importance of Social Networking Sites: 

Social Networking Sites are web based services which allows every individual to utilize the 

online service, platform, to build the social relations in the community. The SNSs users share 

connections, views, thoughts, meet strangers and views. Most often people posts their ideas, 

views and expressions and allow other to discuss. Penvel and Riel define that social networking 

as “a set of people and the relationships between them”. These sites are very popular and 

majority of the users are among the youth. There are number of SNSs available now-a-days for 

the users at free of cost. Some of the popular social networking sites are: Face book, Twitter, My 

Space, Ning, Tagged, Classmates, Pickbum and so on. These sites provide a common platform to 

everyone for chatting, sharing scrapes, videos, pictures etc and also for discussing social issues, 

campaigning social awareness, and social problems. The youth immediately gravitated to the 

facility and feasibility of the SNSs features, social networking sites convenient to expand their 

social circle, chat with others, share and see others data too. As Boyd says “participation in 

social media offers adolescents deeper benefits that extend into their view of community, self 

and the world”. Social networking sites are the medium to maintain and strengthen the social 

sites and benefits in both social and academic settings. 

 The revolution in the social networking sites bounds the human relations regardless of 

geographical boundaries. These sites transformed the world. These are the cheapest way of 

communication to stay connect directly with friends and others compared to other sources. 

According to Boyd SNS is a hobby, 
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which was deplored by computers literate people, but now it has reached to the common man 

and is wide spread now a days, it is a social norm and part of life. Teenagers and college going 

young adults are mad about it, they can’t live without or even think about it, they consider SNSs 

an easy, cheaper and fast method to connect with their pees, share intonation and showcase their 

social life. 

How Social Networks Works: 

Social networking such as You tube, Flicker, My Space, Orkut and Face book are sites where an 

individual can apply for membership and maintain his/her personal profile information in a 

centrally organized data base. Each network member controls access to their profile by accepting 

or deleting request from other network member to be “Friend”. By expanding and developing 

their networks of friends, social networking members are able to maintain online relationship for 

work, study, special interests leisure-related purpose, social networking services utilize the 

participation technology and software tools such as blogs, instant messaging, chat room message 

boards and social book marking to share on line ideas, videos, photos and so on. 

Social Networking Sites and Education: 

Education is very essential part of an individual’s life. As we are living in a networking era, the 

acceleration of the internet has a high effect on the development of the students and their 

education. These sites help the students to connect with their friends and fellows. Most of the 

students use these sites to share pictures of their daily life, activity, videos and indicate their 

affiliations with any group, marital status; they also exchange interaction about their common 

interests, raise issues and discuss new topics. According to Kits “approximately half of all teens 

(students) who have interests access are also members of social networking sites”. These sites 

and social forums help the students to communicate directly with other people socially and in 

media. It plays a major and influential role in decision making on different occasions either 

economically, politically, socially or educationally. According to Wheeler and Wheeler there are 

four major advantages of social networking sites to the students. They are “enhancing 

relationship, improving learning motivation, offering personalized course material and 

developing collaborative abilities”. The social networking sites had introduced the collaborative 

learning forms. These forms handled the large problems elevated by the students’ community, 
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teachers’ community or professional community and provided the solutions. These sites also 

encourage the collaborative activities and create opportunities for effective learning among the 

students for their higher education. Students established positive contact towards offline and 

online education. 

Impact of Social Networking Sites on Education: 

In the modern era social networking websites has become essential need to every one today. 

These websites become a part of daily life to every student due to their attractive features. 

According to the study of Kuppuswamy, Sunita and Shankar Narayan, P.B. that “these social 

networking distract students from their studies. It is astonished to see that students spend more 

time on SNS than doing personal email or surfing the internet for educational purpose. Students 

neglect their career and goals in the virtual world. They become dependent instead of 

independent. The students addicted to SNSs, their academic performance and behavior is 

reduced day by day and divert towards non-educational and inappropriate actions. Students 

gradually loose their attention, concentration learning capacities. The social networking sites 

play the destructive role rather than constructive to the students in their academics. Some time 

these sites caused harm to the society and students become prey of these social network sites. 

The excessive use of networking sites by the students has many dangerous effects on the 

physical and mental health. It makes the students sluggish and unenthusiastic to build interaction 

with the people in real life and inappreciative performance in educational also. 

 Technology has stepped towards the betterment of human life, there is no doubt but any 

technology which provides easy access of social networks can be dangerous for any one. The 

regular visit of these sites one may suffer from social isolation. The social networks hypnotize 

the total attention and concentration of the students and provoke them towards non-educational, 

unethical and inappropriate actions. The social networks work like a cob-web on active students. 

They have no sense of upcoming and future and competitions in their careers. These networks 

provide a virtual life and kill the inner confidence of the students. According to the reports of 

Danah. M. Boyd and Nicole B. Ellison that the “U.S. Military banned the use of social 

networking websites on soldiers in 2007 and Canadian government banned employees from 
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social networking websites in 2007 while U.S. Congress has proposed to block such social 

networking websites in schools and colleges”. 

Positive Impact of Social Networking Sites on Education: 

 Able to communicate with the friends who are unable to meet personally. 

 Maintain better relationship with friends. 

 Can communicate the thought and perceptions over different topics with a huge number 

of users and raise the voice. 

 Helps in creating awareness among the mass. 

 Helps in education by allowing students and teachers in one platform. 

 Students get closer to art and design and are exposed continuously to new ideas, chance 

for creativity. 

 Students can get up-to-date and recent information from social media. 

Negative Impact of Social Networking Sites on Education: 

 Attention towards pronunciation, grammar and details have declared drastically. 

 Students use their own abbreviations; shorten forms, incomplete sentences, in proper 

writing text and message. 

 Spend less time with family, prefer to friends and chat with unknown faces. 

 Students maintain privacy while uploading photos and videos in social networking sites; 

this can lead to criminal activity. 

 Students spend more time on social sites than socializing the people and less time with 

family. 

 Academic performance declines gradually. 

 Excessive usage of SNS badly affects the physical and mental health. 

Conclusion: 

The technical era gravitates the teachers and the students to learn beyond the borders of the class 

room through social networking with hard less. Anthanasopolous et al said that “we define anti 

social networks as a social network, deviously manipulated for lunching activities connected 

with fraud and cyber crime . . . A parent who demonstrates restraint in the face of the gap that 

exits between the law and technology provides implicate advise that one should be cautious 
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when using new technologies.” Addiction towards the social networking sites prove that e-word 

is taking over the real world, people are becoming individualistic, assets human behavior and 

social values are also vanishing. Order to minimize the negative effect of social net works, it is 

vitally important to educate our students on healthy use of information and communication 

technology. 

 Parents may also spend as much time to their wards during leisure, maintains friendly 

relation, solve queries so that child might not get habitude towards the sites. Government should 

a hawk eye on unnecessary websites and bring under the international cyber jurisdiction so that 

we can save the children and secure their future. 
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