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Indian English Literature is a young and energetic literature which was mainly created for 

the development of Britain’s colonial power in India. Ram Mohan Roy has started a flourished 

way with the help of English Language. He was very famous for his prose works and he was 

called as the Pioneer of Indian English Literature. Most of the parts of IEL was filled with Poetry 

and Prose. The last quarter of 18th century was IEL’s beginning period. Because that period 

produced more English Language poets and prose writers. Derozio, Toru Dutt and 

ManmohanGhose were most famous poets of the beginning period of IEL. This period is also 

called as Non-Fictional period because all the writers of this period produced biographies and 

political essays and Poems. The genre of Novel has arrived in the middle period of IEL. 

Remarkable Novel writers such as R.K.Narayan who created the imaginary Town 

‘Malgudi’,Mulk Raj Anand, Raja Rao were initiated a new path.   

“Diaspora as a naming of the other which is historically referred to displaced 

communities of the people who have been dislocated from their native homelands through the 

Diaspora movement of migration, immigration and exile”. Displacement has no replacement and 

this is the reality of Diaspora. Diasporic Literature provides information about how some of the 

Indian emigrants preferred to economic amalgamation than cultural absorption and some in the 

course of adaptation have fiddled with the culture of host country. Through diaspora there is an 

interaction and mingling of culture.This concept has been widely used by a number of authors to 

depict the process of amendment and integration by the Indian immigrants in a foreign land. 

Indians have migrated to the West for various reasons such as to attain economic independence 

or to continue their higher studies which results in broken identities and discarded languages, 

amidst the basic difference between the culture of the West and the East. Because of this, the 
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immigrant writers reflect the expatriate sensibility which is the outcome of cultural disparity and 

emotional integration. Indian Diasporic literature novelists have chartered the very crisis 

tormenting the sensitive soul of immigrants. Some of the Indian English writers who come under 

Diaspora areBharati Mukherjee, ShashiTharoor, AmitavGhosh, Vikram Seth, RohintonMistry, 

JhumpaLahiri and HariKunzru. 

Anita Mazumdar is one of the most prominent writers in Indian Writing in English. She 

wrote her works under the pseudonym of Anita Desai. Cry, the Peacock, Where Shall We Go 

This Summer, Fire on the Mountain and Voices in the City are some of the significant novels 

written by Anita Desai. Her most of the novels deal with suppression and oppression of Indian 

women.She has won Booker prize three times for her novels and also she has won esteemed 

‘SahityaAkademi’ Award for Cry, the Peacock. She is a pioneer in writing psychological and 

alien novels. Desai as a novelist occupies a distinctive place in the realm of contemporary Indian 

English fiction. Her characters are distinguished by the qualities of introspection, introversion 

and a refusal to surrender their individual selves.Exile and Cultural rootlessness have become a 

universal phenomenon and also the most dominating theme in Desai’s novels. Anita Desai gives 

a vivid picture of the exile and alienation of uprooted individuals in the novels. She reads the 

minds and understands the fact that they are from alienation. Unlike most of Indo- English 

novelists, Anita Desai does something distinctive by depicting each of her individuals as an 

unsolved mystery. Her concern for the character alienation allows her to offer an unexpected 

glimpse into the deeper psychic state of her protagonists. 

Bye-Bye, Blackbird is a widely admired novel of Anita Desai and it is also esteemed as 

Anita Desai’s camouflaged autobiography. Anita Desai effectively portrays Indian immigrant’s 

problem of acculturation in England. She calls these immigrants as ‘black-birds’ who have been 

trembling their wings in an alien land of white people. She discussed the theme of cultural 

rootlessness and deficiency of adjustments encountered by Indian emigrants in England, how 

human relationships are bedeviled by cultural encounters and as a result of all such things how 

the immigrants are made to experience cultural restlessness in their host country. In this novel 

Desai has delineated the problems and plights of exile and the Diasporic individuals caught in 
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the crisis of a changing society. This novel depicts the plight and predicament of Indian 

immigrants in London. Desai well depicts the conflict of the immigrant who cannot separate his 

cultural roots and yet makes an effort to strike new roots in an alien territory and eventually 

becomes estranged.This novel entirely hooks with lacking of levelheadedness and horse sense of 

three characters such as Dev, AditSen, and Sarah by their alienation effects. Bye-Bye, Black Bird, 

reflects the bewildering state of Dev, chaotic complexities of AditSen and dilemmas of Sarah in 

England after getting the marriage of AditSen, who is an Indian Immigrant to London.  

The tragic flaw of Anita Desai’s charactersis‘Migration’ and ‘Cultural Rootlessness’. In 

this novel Bye-Bye, Black Bird, Dev moves from India to England for his higher education. But 

he is not satisfied in England. He feels everyone is a stranger and fed up with their hiding lives. 

Apart from these, he dislikes the treatment of immigrants in England and he also seeks there 

Indian friends, activities, food, dress, music, news and stories. But he is only a seeker in that 

alien land of England. Here Antia Desai delineates the sufferings of Indians in England and their 

cultural rootlessness. Dev’s xenophobia or hatred of strangers looks like absurd, but it is for his 

reasonableness. Finally he gets the job of salesman in a book-shop and he is considered as 

Anglophobe, because he hates England and the things in England.  

AditSen is another major character in this novel. First he becomes a man of anglophile 

and he is portrayed as he has to forget to worship the Sun. So Dev considered AditSen as 

‘Destroyer of idols-iconoclast’. But in real, AditSen is the just opposite character to Dev’s 

consideration in the beginning of the novel because he admits the information about England 

neither famous in Bribery nor for poverty.Despite he loves London, but England does not accept 

him. However he loves and fascinates on England at the beginning of the novel and gets married 

Sarah very willingly. But latter, he confesses to how he lives with his wife Sarahwith certain 

difficulties and he also cannot avoid hearing the Indian music, Indian film songs and Indian 

poetry. Finally he is insulted by even the school children of England. Then he feels the alienation 

in England and how he forgets the Indian culture. This sense leads him to think that he also 

becomes a man of immigrant and cultural rootlessness.  
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Sarah is the wife to Adit Sen. Separateness is the inevitable role between the husband and 

wife. This novel portrays the social and cultural difficultiesbetween the relationship of husband 

and wife, because AditSen, an Indian Immigrant marries Sarah, who is an English woman. 

Actually Sarah suffers a lot more than Dev and Adit Sen. Here there is an analogy to the 

character of Sarah, that she may be the equal character to Maya in Cry, The Peacock and 

Monisha in Voices in the City because both married the Indian husbands and cannot adjust with 

their husbands. After marriage Sarah faces an alienated crisis. Her pupils ignore her like her 

companions and neighbours. With this reason, she never goes to buy from Laurel Lane Store, 

where she lived once upon a time. So she prefers to big department store where she will meet 

anonymous shoppers. Anita Desai here demonstrates the interracial and intercultural marriage 

causes adjustment problems.  

The crux of the novel is the plight and predicament of Indians in England as well as this 

novel witnesses to Desai’s all the woman characters do not adjust the relationship with their 

husbands is the noteworthy incidents in her novels. The existence of the Indian immigrants in 

England resembles disharmonious and disintegration to the English people. This novel is the 

evidence to the quote “East is the East and West is the West” according to Rudyard Kipling. 

These three main characters delve deep into assimilating the other cultures by the migration and 

getting marriage is the main plot construction of the novel. By marriage, Sarah also feels the 

alienation effect as AditSen has the same feeling. Sarah is the best character to compare all the 

wives in Anita Desai’s novels because she does not belong anywhere. Although she is having 

culturally rootlessness, she never loses her confidence and finally she leaves the England. The 

chief characters of this Novel feel the same thing that they were alienated and having cultural 

rootlessness.  
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