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Abstract 

Awareness to craft formal sentences contributes logically in the students at University. 
Writing is purely a meaning-making process where words, their usage, grammatical 
correctness form a natural sense. Prospective students need to master the skill of 
academic writing for their credentials and future employment career.  Plethora of 
practices has been explored to enhance the written communication among students.  One 
of the practices that struck is whether close consultation of dictionary would contribute to 
better their writing in a natural way. Assimilating the competency of written 
communication through frequent dictionary consultations and reflecting on their earlier 
written test. To advocate the problem ten students have been chosen. Approximately forty 
words from the Academic word list have been selected to explore. Results have been 
observed that there are considerable advantages incurred by a close dictionary reference. 
The conclusion has also been chalked out that dictionary reference skill is imperative to 
craft the sentences in a natural way.  
 
Keywords: Academic Writing, Task Based Approach, Dictionary reference skill, 
competency,  

  
1. Introduction 

 

Written communication is the ever mounting task for the ESL learners, specifically, drawing 

formal text is hardly observed in their writing. Whereas, it is imperative for the learners to 

produce appropriate sentences at least with a reasonably accurate and formal writing. In 1989, 

Vergheses aptly confines that “… a poor vocabulary may result in inefficient communication and 

may give rise to misunderstanding” (47).   Undoubtedly, lexis exercises vital significance. As 

McCarthy (1990: viii) says that “no matter how well the student learns grammar, no matter how 

successfully the sounds of L2 are mastered, without words to express a wide range of meanings, 

communication in an L2 just cannot happen in any meaningful way.” 
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One of the reasons for the defective or impaired writing among learners is practice of passive 

vocabulary use. Learners encounter amalgamative resources for reference, one of them is 

referencing to a dictionary. Dictionary, being the resourceful guide, yet, serious attention is not 

drawn, and despite its frequent exploration learners fall deficient to use common words in a 

natural and better way. It is the passive use of vocabulary reflects the prime cause for their poor 

hand. The study links to accumulate the idea of drawing better expressions in exploitation of 

active use of vocabulary. Motivating the learners to draw the attention, towards active 

vocabulary use to exhibit sophisticated expressions to sign newness in writing. Laufer (1991) 

succinctly says that the lexical sophistication is the product of referring new lexis, activating the 

already known lexis and drawing sensible attention in order to be proficient in the writing skill.  

And this paper discusses some of the core functions of consultation of dictionaries. 

Dictionary reference is highly beneficial and addresses language impairments such as: 

o Caters to syntactic errors 

o Enlists denotative and connotative meanings 

o Wealth of natural expressions 

o Guide for pronunciation script 

o Records degree of formality 

o Advocates the essential, improver and advanced category of a word 

The learners not only required to familiar with the meaning of the word but also the word 

associates with various expressions corresponding to the word.  “Knowing a word means 

knowing different meanings associated with the word.” (ibid.: 106).  Exercising the natural 

expression in the dictionary would ignite the difference between formal and informal expressions 

in writing. Over this, it also assists in listening, speaking and reading skills.  

The primary reason for consulting them to dictionary is to expose the use of sentences in a 

formal and natural way and its application in real time context.  Inducing a sense of difference of 

using formal and natural written English is the prime target of the study. The denotation and 

connotation meaning illustrates the different, sometimes, divergent shades of senses.  That assists 
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the learners to find the meaning in the context in which they are reading. There is always a 

pathway of deriving more than one meaning belonging to a guideword. Different meanings are 

listed based on the order by the frequency of the first meaning in each guideword group. Above 

this, it is significantly pertinent to know the degree of formality of the word.   

Colloquial usage is the perennial hindrance among learners.  It corresponds to the informal 

conversations and ordinary or conversational structure; whereas, lack of reading is the chief 

cause for this lacuna. Learners often display SMS language and contrasting expressions which 

are uninvited in the formal writing. The Oxford English Dictionary holds sensibly ‘language of a 

highly colloquial type, considered as below the level of educated standard speech, and consisting 

either of new words or of current words employed in some special sense.’ 

One of the significant uses of referring dictionary is to travel the multiple meanings of the words.  

Variety of expressions with a given word and its uses enhances the usability of the word. Instead 

of referring the denotative meaning, connotative sense also directs with the many uses. Plethora 

of natural expression could be enraged and crafted to form an academic style. It chains with 

other word families too.   

2. Review of the Literature 

This section insights the background work that had carried out in the field of lexicology.  It 

directs substantial progress over a period of time in the past and in the contemporary era. 

Overview of the past work assimilates the depthness in the area and it guides to fill the blocks by 

carrying out further area of research. 

This paper was on the Research into dictionary use by Polish learners of English: Some 

methodological considerations highlights the proportionate use of lexicology and the consistent 

progress by adding new elements in dictionaries.  It also magnifies the effective uses of the 

dictionary which inculcates better learning.  Questionaire was administered to group the 

significant elements that are referred while reading dictionaries. It also discusses the multi-factor 

design in dictionary use, subject-related limits to multi-factor designs, dimensionality reduction, 
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reference need, and reference skill.  It further discusses the design of dictionary for Polish 

learners (Ifatuation, 2006). 

Dictionaries are a resource guide which is often overloaded and paid insignificant attention by 

the learners and teachers of English, as well. The four groups of university ESL students 

participated in a session to improve their use of the English article system. Two groups of the 

students referred use of articles in the dictionary and the other two groups did not use. The 

performance by the refereed groups exhibited better results and the other group.  Finally, it was 

suggested that dictionary usage has maximum advantages (Miller, 2006).  

3. Aim of the Study 

The chief aim of the study is to inculcate the practice of formal written communication among 

technical graduate learners.  

4. Objective of the Study 

The core objectives of the paper have been drawn: 

o Enhancement of written competency imbibing dictionary consultation. 

o Practice of structuring formal sentences exploring forty new words. 

o Assessment of their logical connection of sentences in their writing. 

 

5. Research Questions 

 

a. What is the role of lexis in written performance among technical graduate learners? 

b. Would Dictionary reference enhance their use of formal and natural expressions in 

writing? 

c. Does the use of formal words lead to written efficiency? 

d. Does the use of formal words facilitate logical connection in sentences? 

 

6. Methodology 
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The two written samples have been collected for the assessment. 

Test -1: In this phase learners are asked to write a short essay of 100 words for twenty minutes 

on Students Discipline. It is conducted to observe the use of formal words and connectivity in 

sentences.  

Teaching intervention through dictionary reference: To observe the transition in their writing, 

forty words from AWL (Academic Word List) have been entrusted to the learners for dictionary 

reference. The Participants have been instructed to consult dictionary to record the meaning of 

the given Academic Word List of 40 words. They have been informed to comprehend the sense 

of the word and its usage in natural way.  Time rendered to complete the dictionary reference 

was two hours.  They are given a model paragraph which consists of the assigned formal words 

for reference. 

Test - 2: The learners are asked to write a second essay of 100 words on the topic of their choice 

and to employ formal words in their writing for the assessing the difference in writing. And the 

time limit was twenty minutes. The learners have been instructed to observe the transition in 

their own two samples of writing through reflective practice, before the use of Academic Words 

and after the use.    

7. Procedure 

Dictionary reference has been employed to assimilate the improvement in their writing. To 

answer the research questions ten students have been chosen for the study. Forty words have 

been listed out for the dictionary reference. They have been instructed to have a close 

examination of the usage of the sentences in various contexts, grammatical accuracy, and word 

families so on. They were given a model paragraph, which consists of the chosen words, for the 

reference. After the close reference of the assigned words, they are asked to write a short essay 

on their choice and employ the referred words in their writing. Freedom of choosing the topic 

has been entrusted, because in the first test they found difficulty to write on a fixed topic, in 
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order to curb the problem, fixed topic was not given in the second essay writing. They have been 

asked to connect the ideas with the words they had referred and employ in a natural style. 

8. Participants and Material 

The subjects are from the 1st year BTech (Mech.& Civil) program. Four are girls and six are 

boys. Ten students are proficient in spoken English, but relatively average in written 

communication.   Forty words from Academic Word List have been chosen for dictionary 

reference. They are asked to consult Cambridge internet dictionary for the meaning and usage of 

the recorded words.  

9.  Discussion and Analysis 

The proportion of accuracy in the test-2 scripts is relatively higher than that of test-1 sheets (see 

figure 1). In the test-1 writing, they engaged with feeble writing, but in the test-2 writing the 

construction of sentences is substantially higher order (see Subject Test - 1 and Test 2 sample).  

The learner’s, who are relatively fluent in writing, gained better sentence structure. The, 

partially, fluent learners tried to employ the words but they were inaccurate syntactically. 

Though the sentences are not grammatically accurate, yet there is an apparent difference in their 

usage of words. Some of the extracts of the learners are: 

Test  - 1 Sample (Subject 1) 

A leader is a person who have to lead his followers in a neat and good path. He had 

been given all the responsibilities and powers to do whatever he want..... 

Now-a-days discipline among the leaders is lacking a lot. Every leader was selfish 

leader and thinking only about himself and his/her family.  This was taken place in 

many aspects all over the world.  They must be atleast a single person who should 

councle the leaders moving in such bad way. All the people used to suffer with this 

kind of leaders.  

Test - 2 Sample (Subject 1)  
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In olden days usually parents have shown a lot of gender bias.  They use to keep a lot 

of constrain for girls and they abandon boys.  Women had encountered number of 

problems only by sitting in home.  Slowly comprehensive world have been fluctuated.  

Great womens like Kiran Bedi, Lakshmi Bhai, etc. had ceased the omen of all the 

ancient people by saying that “we the women have a right to live freely.”  From that 

day, till now most of the women population are getting advocate and they are getting 

adjacent to the success day by day by accommodating all the situations and bad 

people in the society.  

Test - 1 Sample (Subject 2) 

Discipline is most essential pigment in the glory and success of a individuals’ life.  It 

doesn’t matter that poor or rich always discipline put that individual in the nest of 

success.  It is the only feature, the unique feature which defines the attitude of a 

person.  Lacking in discipline leads to downfall of an individuals life and future.  

Test - 2 Sample (Subject 2) 

Social evils are the main factors that lead to breakdown in people’s relationship in 

the past. Many debates were made for its eradication.  Many people tried to modify 

the mindsets of people.  But its eradication can be only done with each others 

assistance.  Many exploration and researchers still record the pursuance of these 

evils in different part of country.  In my view, there can be diagonised only when 

people are interpreted those drawbacks.  It is in our hand to transform our society 

and update our living for the future.  

There is evident difference that the learners performed relatively well from the test-1 to the test-2 

samples.  The active use of vocabulary is exercised for effective writing. With the employment 

of academic words, they developed coherent and sensible paragraphs. Their ideas are logically 

connected and beautifully executed (see Subject 2).  

Test - 2 sample (Subject 4) 
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According to schools at present days in schools students behaviour is very bad.  And 

they should not attend the classes or assembly properly and these things are mainely 

done by developing the technology.  At past students only went to the teachers home 

and improving their mindset and done so many useful experiments and solve their 

problems.  And they addict to education.  after the school their should not go 

anywhere and come to home and relax they don’t have bad habits and things, but now 

a days every student should addict to bad things like smoking, drinking etc.  

It is substantial from the stated sample that the average learner employed the academic words but 

poorly executed the sense of the words. The paragraph indicates the nearness to produce 

effective writing. But, with the additional reading and writing exercise, they would equip to 

improvise writing effectively.  The relative proficient learners executed better performance, with 

this experiment, but the below average learners fail to grasp.  Comprehensively, there is 40% of 

the learners developed spontaneous generation of ideas with the assigned Academic word (see 

figure 2).  It triggers their matured thoughts and the connectivity in writing.  The sense of using 

the sentences is considerably formal, though set with some grammatical inaccuracies. Hence it is 

apparent that dictionary use has encouraging benefits. But, lacuna of their inefficiency is the 

absence of seriousness which is leading them to short term retention of words and its usage.  

Figure 1: 

Employment of Formal words                  Figure 2: Logical flow of idea  

 

10.  Conclusion 
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Thereby, the research questions are evidently proved that the consultation of the dictionary and 

employment of formal words would considerably result in executing the appropriate, both in 

sentences and logical, flow in writing. The learners have to examine the words in different 

platforms and execute appropriate to grind their written communication. Mere consultation of 

dictionary would not yield the desired proficiency in writing.  

Addressing to the dictionary consultation even teachers need close reference and expose 

frequently. It holds significant that teachers carrying dictionary during the class session to 

inculcate referencing skill, though they refer during teaching preparation.  Chi (2003, p.11) 

suggests that "teachers themselves . . . need training to discern the innovative features found in 

current dictionaries in order to teach students how to use them". 
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Appendices 

1. The following words were extracted from AWL for learners’ dictionary reference: 

 

2. Model Paragraph for learners’ reference: 

Examination Time 

Preparing for the exams is the crucial time. In order to do well, students needed plentiful 

revision, and updating the important notes, researching, exploring the possible questions, and 

debating the topics would unleash the best performance. Setting the time and using it organised 

manner would delimit the potentials. They have to, strictly, take care of pursuing balanced and 

sensible diet, peaceful sleep, relaxing through meditation and asana would diagnose the 

immunity function, which fastens the mind to grasp and retain the learned contents well.  

Interpreting, grinding, visualising, and exploring the content would de-stress from depression 

state of mind.  Finally, devout time to practice writing, though it is time consuming, which in 

turn yield quicker performance or recall during the test, mindful performance is graded or 

computed with written competency in your test papers. 
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Just before the exams, buy stationery and hold extra items for your disposal.  Do not rely and use 

other belongings for any petty stationery items such as eraser, pencil, scale, sharpener, electronic 

calculator, it builds considerable distraction.  Learning is experiencing and examining your 

performance every instance, consider it an opportunity to exhibit your maximum potential to 

perform better than before. The steady progress is the sign of consistent learning spirit.   

Never lower your spirit or confidence by comparing with anybody else in the world, you are 

born unique, so unfavourably comparing is disgusting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


