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Abstract 

The Contemporary shift in literary studies towards pluralism and multiculturalism has re-
accentuated the need to include various ‘voices’ in the mainstream. In the Indian context, 
the representation of these ‘voices’ becomes all the more significant as they constitute the 
picturesque mosaic of the Indian life and culture. One pertinent aspect of this 
representation is the question of language of the narratives. The present paper aims to 
deal with various aspects of language in a short narrative “Oorakali” that belongs to the 
realm of Dalit writings. The way the writer uses the language is clearly in abrogation of 
the so called ‘noble’, ‘parliamentary’ language of the canonical literature which, in fact, 
is a pre-requisite for the Dalit writers who profess to bring to the fore the inherent 
shoddiness of the hegemonized literary circles.  The first person narration in the 
autobiographical strain further brings in the necessary linguistic modifications along the 
swanubhoot vis-à-vis the sahanubhoot mode. As it is the former mode is intensely 
personal, the language too is emotionally charged and therefore, it is necessarily the 
mother tongue, different from the ‘literary’ language. As the purpose is more or less 
social and not purely aesthetic, the target audience is primarily the Dalits who till date 
have no access to language.  

With the arrival of the 20th century, more so with the advent of the concept of 

‘construction of meaning’ and ‘creation of reality’, language ceases to be a mere transporter of 

the meaning from the author to the reader but rather becomes a potent device to propagate, 

proliferate or alternatively, resist the dominant ideology. Clearly then, language involves in it, 

the inherent questions of power politics and as such cannot be seen merely as an innocent 

medium of communication. It constructs, distorts and manipulates meaning in a narrative. 

Different schools of criticism now approach the question of language from the perspective of it 

being politically and ideologically loaded and therefore, something far beyond the ages-old 

notions of purity and sacredness. If Post-colonialism perceives language and its choice along 
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By adopting the above methods in curriculum we can maintain good relationships with fellow 

human beings and helps us to develop physically, mentally, economically, spiritually and 

socially. So a curriculum must be based on the integrated culture but not on a single culture. 
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Culture influences family and school. Teachers should explore and understand  culture will help 

to enhance the  teaching methods. To increase knowledge about cultures, one has to participate 

in community activities, to invite cultural informants to your school to discuss their culture, take 

part in diversity training, to encourage and invite parents to be part of class activities and learn 

about their cultures. Our community or surrounding environment, as plays a major role in culture 

based curriculum.. These are the places where children interact socially with people outside of 

the family. This includes teachers, peers, coaches, neighbors, and other people we may come into 

constant contact with. Society has its own values and norms that children learn about as they 

spend more time with others. Children and their behavior can be influenced by peers and their 

teachers. These are the people they will begin to spend the most time with.  

Context 

Contex  means the circumstances that form the setting for an event, statement, or idea, and in 

terms of which it can be fully understood. Teachers should structure the school and the 

classroom in culturally-appropriate ways by deciding on what content should be included, by 

dealing with the context of subject matter. They have to imply subject matter learning be 

approached. 

Content 

Making learning meaningful and relevant through culturally grounded content and assessment. 

The formulation of content is seen as the starting point of curriculum development. Some 

analogies may help illustrate the limitations of this approach. Content is more than just 

knowledge. Content selection needs to give appropriate balance to subject knowledge, process 

skills and the development of the student as learner as well as to detail and context. It is more 

constructive to consider content in the context of assessment and learning outcomes. Teachers 

should include knowledge of ideas, interpretations applications be included to enable students to 

achieve the intended learning outcomes. By the end of the course the appropriate depth and 

breadth, skills and values must be balanced. Teachers have to evaluate is the content accurate, 

current and relevant to the aims and intended learning outcomes. 
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and language that are the foundation of  culture, there are five basic elements that comprise 

culture-based curriculum.  

LANGUAGE: Recognizing and using native  language 

FAMILY & COMMUNITY: Actively involving family and community in the development of 

curricula, everyday learning, and leadership.  

CONTEXT: Structuring the school and the classroom in culturally-appropriate ways.  

CONTENT: Making learning meaningful and relevant through culturally grounded content and 

assessment.  

DATA & ACCOUNTABILITY: Gathering and maintaining data using various methods to 

insure student progress in culturally responsible ways 

 

Language 

 

Language is at the heart of language teaching and learning and teachers need to constantly  

reflect on what language is. This is because our understandings of language affect the ways  

we teach languages. Language is made up of words and a series of rules that connect words 

together. Language learning involves learning vocabulary and the rules for constructing 

sentence. Understanding the nature of the relationship between language and culture is central to 

the process of learning another language. In actual language use, it is not the case that it is only 

the forms of language that convey meaning. It is language in its cultural context that creates 

meaning: creating and interpreting meaning is done within a cultural framework. In language 

learning classrooms, learners need to engage with the ways in which context affects what is 

communicated and how. Both the learner’s culture and the culture in which meaning is created or 

communicated have an influence on the ways in which possible meanings are understood. 

Language is creative and is extremely flexible and can communicate new ideas and concepts. 

Language and culture are interlinked. We learn cultue through language and culture is 

transmitted through language. 

Family and Community 
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each other, how to help other generations and how we save nature, earth as much as possible and 

how we return eternal happiness in this integrated approach. 

English is the best global language to communicate with each other all over the world. If a 

person is thorough with English, he could be ready to read various aspects of the human being, 

society, world and universe. As there are 196 nations, 710 crores of population, good ideas may 

generate from various places and various cultures. As we are determined to develop integrated 

culture, we must adopt virtues from various cultures which are possible through reading the 

articles of vivid cultures. 

Though there are 6,500 spoken languages, this is the era where the whole world accepted the 

possible obligatory medium is English. One has to respect one’s mother tongue, there is no 

second thought. At the same time we must respect, we must determine ourselves for the 

development of human being and the nature which is in turn possible through reading, 

communication, questioning and answering. Moreover, English language brings universality. For 

instance, we visit either Dubai Shopping Mall or Carrefour, the French outlet; we come across 

UAE citizens, Indians, Russians, Pakistanis. All these people express their views through English 

language. They share the light moment which is very necessary for their individual health. They 

share their feelings, attitudes, and light moments which is very important to understand the 

completeness of the society. In order to fulfill all these, we must develop a Curriculum in 

schools, colleges universities based on culture to maintain integrity among human beings, 

protection of Nature and for the development of society.  Language is culture and culture is 

language. Language and culture have a  homologous relationship. The relationship between 

language and culture is deeply rooted. Language is used to maintain and convey culture and 

cultural ties. Different ideas stem from differing language use within one’s culture and the whole 

intertwining of these relationships. 

The term curriculum refers to the lessons and academic content taught in a school or in a 

specific course or program. culture-based curriculum is the grounding of instruction and student 

learning in these ways, including the values, norms, knowledge, beliefs, practices, experiences, 
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Abstract 

The essence of various human civilizations which we have come to acknowledge on a 
global level is based on Culture. . There are so many cultures across the world. In ancient 
days, there were Egyptian culture, Roman culture, Babylonian culture, Chinese culture, 
British culture, Indian culture etc. We must adopt good from all the cultures and we need 
to develop an integrated culture which must be beyond race, religion, gender. It ought to 
have soulful central point as human being. English is the best global language to 
communicate with each other all over the world. , there are five basic elements that 
comprise culture-based curriculum. Language is at the heart of language teaching and 
learning and teachers need to constantly  
reflect on what language is. This is because our understandings of language affect the ways  
we teach languages. Culture influences family and school. Teachers should explore and 
understand culture will help to enhance the teaching methods.  The formulation of content is seen 
as the starting point of curriculum development. Some analogies may help illustrate the 
limitations of this approach. 

Key words: Culture, language, curriculum, teach, content, context 

The essence of various human civilizations which we have come to acknowledge on a global 

level is based on Culture.  A culture is a part of nation's core beliefs and traditions. Culture is an 

amalgamation of different elements like history, art, cuisine, language and many other tangible 

and non-tangible aspects. There are so many cultures across the world. In ancient days, there 

were Egyptian culture, Roman culture, Babylonian culture, Chinese culture, British culture, 

Indian culture etc. In some societies we can see religion based cultures also. Any culture must be 

useful to individual, family, and in turn to society. People of one culture should not criticize or 

degrade other cultures. In every aspect there is good and bad, advantages and disadvantages. We 

must adopt good from all the cultures and we need to develop an integrated culture which must 

be beyond race, religion, gender. It ought to have soulful central point as human being. So what 

human being needs is how to develop, how to approach, how to face problems, how to help to 
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sensitivity to the unique historical cultural realities of the other existing within one and the same 

nation despite differences in ethnicity, social class and gender. Social diversity and cultural 

plurality get highlighted. 

 In sum, language teaching keeps operating on a narrow idea of both language and culture. 

Language is a fixed system and the mutual passage for the transmission of cultural knowledge. It 

is either language and culture or culture in language that is being taught but not language as 

culture. Learning a foreign language addresses not just the deficiencies of 

monoglossicenunciation but promotes heteroglossic narration. Realisation of grammatical or 

lexical enunciation should become situated utterances building up particular cultural context. 

Critical cross-cultural literacy has thus become one of the most significant items of the agenda in 

developing in 21st century skills. Language teachers can thus contribute to the process of social 

change as pragmatic agents. 
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 The teaching of language and teaching of literate culture, in course of time, deviated from 

each other. Language acquisition within the framework of skills and verbal behaviour was 

looked at as having no cultural value. It could however later give access to a national literature 

with its own cultural value. Thus language teaching became a distinct discipline apart from the 

teaching of literature and teaching of culture. Subsequently the mediating role of a language in a 

social construction of culture was lost. In such a context, acquaintance with culture for 

enunciating the basic linguistic skills of speaking, reading, listening and writing became 

extended parts of language teaching. 

 With the evolution of European Union and the parallel globalisation, culture came to be 

understood as the words and actions of everyday speaker in everyday life. Particular situation 

and local transactions came to be stressed. But it was restricted to share the human needs that are 

easily expressed, interpreted, and negotiated through broader speech functions. This universality 

was however illusory on the one hand and pragmatic on the other. Ultimately culture as 

component of language teaching was caught between working for universality and maintaining 

cultural particularity. This naturally leads to the question of what is to be stressed, the 

commonalities or the differences between the native and target culture. Calculated distribution of 

items of native speakers’ conventions of language and norms of interpretation had to be worked 

out for the domain of language teaching. 

 Thus whether there is to be an intercultural or multicultural evolution as an offshoot of 

language learning has to be worked out. Interculturation is acquisition of information about the 

customs, institutions and history of the society. In the corporate world it is applied to the 

behavioural training for personnel. Intercultural sensitivity is developed. International dialogue is 

promoted.Intercultural communicative competence is acquired. The self and the other are both 

understood in their own stances and from their own perspectives in addition to the perspective 

from the outsider. 

 Broadening and diversifying traditional views of culture beyond national boundaries lead 

to understanding of foreign cultures. Multiculturalism is an expansion of the traditional 
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 Social phenomena and their interpretation in the name of culture are generated by people 

in everyday life. Culture opens a meaning of its own vortex or natural randomness of events. 

Such events being anticipated are likely to freeze into rigid rites, stereotypes and prejudices. 

Culture within a society thus becomes an agent of harmony like rhythmic breathing. It comes to 

be related to moral values, right and wrong, charming and disgusting, and good and bad. But for 

all that, culture is arbitrary.  The arbitrariness of culture is so fluid that culture is obliged to 

legitimise itself under the cloak of what is right and just. Such being the nature of culture, 

teaching culture is concerned with how things are, have been, could have been, and could be. 

Description of culture by themselves are not the wings that will enable learners to jump into a 

new culture and empathise with the same, leave alone acculture. Culture is in fact the literature 

that opens up the reality beyond realism. 

 One of the forms culture manifests itself is through language. It is language that mediates, 

interprets, and documents material culture. It is this role of the language that makes the language 

teacher concerned with culture. Language can also cause cultural changes. Language teaching 

shall not be subject to the use of somebody else’s linguistic core in yet another else’s cultural 

context. Placed in a discourse community that is culturally different, the linguistic code imported 

from another community changes social and cultural equations of both the communities. It even 

may subtly diversify mainstream culture. 

 The view of social construction of culture through language differs between 

sociolinguistics scholars and language teachers. The language teachers look at culture as 

attitudes and ideas existing independent of language. 

 There are three types of links between language and teaching of culture. The way to 

universality for a language is through literature. As such until recently teaching language or 

learning language meant accessing great work of literature in the language. It was believed to 

ensure a certain religious or aesthetic view of the world shared across social and national 

boundaries. Translation and explication played a good big role in this domain.  
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“Culture” and “social” are terms which are often associated with each other. There have 

been studies about sociocultural factors influencing the acquisition of a foreign language or a 

second language. Though cultural and social are considered synoymous, a functional difference 

can be established between what they refer to. While ‘culture’ refers to the diachronic context of 

the usage of language, ‘social’ shall refer to the synchronic context of the language use. Thus, 

the user of the language is at one and the same time placed within a social group and his or her 

relationship to the group is accounted for a period of time. 

 The term “culture” defines a social community in at least two ways. From the domain of 

the humanities culture refers back to how a social group represents itself and others through its 

material production. Art, literature, institution, artefacts and other manifest expressions of 

behaviour that can be verbally realized and described are such material productions. Social 

sciences refer to culture as the ‘ground of meaning’ (Nostrand,1989) founded on attitudes, 

reviews, rationality and behaviour that are shared within a community. Richard Brislin writes, 

“culture refers to widely shared ideals, values, formation and usage of categories, assumption 

about life and goal directed activities that become unconsciously or subconsciously accepted as 

right and correct by people who identify themselves as members of the society.” (Brislin, 1990) 

 Culture can be approached either historically or ethnographically. History is a matter of 

documentation trying to understand the now and here and imagine the hereafter in the light of 

what had been.Institutions have codified the rules of the interpretation of such documents. 

Ethnographic approach builds itself upon observation, data collection, and analysis of what 

happens in live situation and what oral phenomena they cause without a reference back to the 

past or the future. Ethnographic approaches to culture understand the present looking at events as 

they happened in kaleidoscopic context of social diversity and the way they are related to other 

synchronic events. It often leads to formulation of laws or regulations of social life. Culture thus 

is placed in its historical and social context to perspectivise the phenomenal world and enunciate 

laws in time of space. 
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Interest in the role of culture in language teaching is influenced by political, educational 

and ideological factors. Subsequent to the advent of globalisation, additional factors have started 

contributing to concern for inclusion or exclusion of culture in language teaching. The Common 

European Framework of Reference has mainly been influenced by the inevitable movement 

across the European countries of a large number of populations for business, technological and 

professional purposes. This context requires a re-looking at the role of culture in language 

teaching.  

 There is a feeling that the acquisition of a linguistic system is no guarantee for temporary 

or lasting acculturation of moving population through Europe, between Europe and America, 

between the East and the West. Purely functional uses of languages as items of teaching and 

learning havelast their euphoric value during the recent past. Traditionalacquisition of 

communication skills are expected to be blended with intellectually legitimate and 

humanistically oriented content in language learning aligned with the cultural elements. 

Immigrants, both physical and virtual, are expected to be absorbed into the society and 

nationalism is losing its charm. However, national languages and national cultures seem to be 

bound strongly. 

 Culturalisation of language teaching has many and often contradictory motives. This 

paper aims at a short definition of terms as related to the cultural component of language 

teaching.  A review of the history of the way language and culture are related to each 

otherispresented. The current landscapebeing surveyed may suggest atheoretical base to explore 

the cultural component of language teaching.  
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instruction within a communicative context can be beneficial. Like any other teaching approach, 

TBL is not perfect. But it also has its shortcomings. Any approach alone does not solve all 

problems. Any approach alone does not meet all the requirements. 

The traditional teaching has some disadvantages. In traditional English teaching, the 

translation approach, the TTT approaches Test-Teach-Test or the others and other approaches 

were used. Then, English teaching researcher tried many teaching methods. Among them, the 

PPP approach Presentation, Practice and Production is the most influential method. But no 

matter what method it is, teachers design activities from pedagogical angle, but hardly consider 

in terms of life. The role of teacher is just person who inculcates the knowledge but not leader. 

All the methods more or less make the subject lose its interests; the students’ innovation ability 

cannot be improved as well. As a result, when the students go into the society, they often follow 

the beaten track and are not brave enough. 

Few would question the pedagogical value of employing tasks as a vehicle for promoting 

communication and authentic language use in second language classroom, and depending on 

one’s definition of a task, tasks have long been part of the mainstream repertoire of language 

teaching techniques for teacher of many different methodological persuasions. Since TBLT is a 

new approach requiring a change in methodological focus rather than a new method requiring the 

wholesale learning of new teaching techniques, a text based on a structural/functional syllabus 

can provide some activities out of which task-based frameworks can be constructed. While a 

variety of design changes and changes in how the materials are used will typically be required, 

the biggest challenge for a designer involves redesigning grammar practice exercises into post-

task language analysis activities and coming up with tasks intensive enough to allow for 

comparative analysis. Many aspects of TBLT have yet to be justified, such as proposed schemes 

for task types, task sequencing, and evaluation of task performance. And the basic assumption of 

Task-Based Language Teaching approaches- remains in the domain of ideology rather than fact. 
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The purpose is to prepare the students to perform the task in ways that will promote 

acquisition. We know it is very important to present a task in a way that motivates learners. 

There are some alternatives which can be tackled procedures in one of the four ways below, such 

as supporting students in performing a task similar to the task they will perform in the during 

task phase of the lesson, asking students to observe a model of how to perform the task, engaging 

students to non-task activities designed to prepare them to perform the task, and strategic 

planning of the main task performance. 

The methodological option available to the teachers in the during-task phrase is of two 

basic kinds. First, there are various options relating to how the task is to be undertaken that can 

be taken prior to the actual performance of the task and thus planned for by the teacher. These 

will be called “task performance options”. Second, there are a number of “process options” that 

involve the teacher and students in online decision making about how to perform the task as it is 

being completed. 

The post-task phase affords a number of options. These have three major pedagogical 

goals such as to provide an opportunity for a repeat performance of the task; to encourage 

reflection on how the task was performed; to encourage attention to form, in particular to those 

forms that proved problematic to the learners when they performed the task. 

As the task-based approach is so popular, it must have its own advantages. Among the 

other advantages of using a task-based approach to language teaching is that, it Allows for a 

needs analysis, thus allowing course content to be matched to identify student needs, it Is 

supported by a large body of empirical evidence, thus allowing decisions regarding materials 

design and methodology to be based on the research findings of classroom-centred language 

learning, it Allows evaluation to be based primarily on task-based criterion-referenced testing. 

Students can now be evaluated on their ability to perform a task according to a certain criterion 

rather than on their ability to successfully complete a discrete-point test, it allows for form-

focused instruction. There is now considerable evidence (Long, 1988), particularly from research 

studies which have compared naturalistic L2 learners to instructed L2 learners, that form-focused 
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The final phase in the framework, the language focus, provides an opportunity for form-

focused work. In this phase, some of the specific features of the language, which occurred 

naturally during the task, are identified and analyzed. Among the possible starting points for 

analysis activities are functions, syntax, words or parts of words, categories of meaning or use, 

and phonological features.  

To begin the process of creating the new program, it was first of all necessary to develop 

a plan that could be followed when adapting a unit of structural/functional materials. It was 

decided that the first step would be to consult the table of contents and find out what functions 

are covered in the unit. The next step would involve analyzing the various activities that 

comprise the unit and discover if any of them could serve, or be adapted to serve, as a central 

communicative task around which a TBL framework could be constructed in order to teach these 

skills. Once a task or series of tasks had been decided upon (either by selecting a suitable activity 

in the Tyndale materials, adapting an activity in order to meet the definition of a task, choosing a 

task from another source, or designing a new task), the next step was to construct a TBL 

framework around the chosen task(s).  

It is quite doubted that whether these activities or steps should be called “tasks”? The 

author thinks both teachers and students will feel dull and bored by doing these asking, 

answering and checking. So in addition to design what type of task to include in a lesson, the 

teachers need to make decisions about what students will be asked to communicate about and 

what skills or abilities the students need to be trained through the task. Thus, a key element in the 

design of the task must be to the choice of thematic content. Now the syllabus of the textbook the 

teachers are using is developed for the Communicational Teaching Project. Many of the tasks 

included are built around the themes that are directly related to the students’ school or social life 

that they are expected to be familiar with. Now what the author is interested in and also more 

concerned about is how the teachers put those wonderful tasks into practice in each individual 

lessons, making students learn and fulfil those tasks through carrying out the effective activities 

designed by the teachers. 
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(iv) Organic learning: Language ability “grows” gradually,  

(v) Active learning: Learners learn best by actively using the language they are learning. 

They learn by doing,  

(vi) Integration: The lesson should teach grammatical form and how the form is used for 

purposes of Communication, 

(vii) Reflection: Learners should be given opportunities to think about what they have 

learned and how well they are doing,  

(viii) Copying to creation: Learners should not only drill and practice what has been 

written for them, but also be given the opportunity to use their creativity and imagination 

and what they have learned to solve real world tasks. 

Task was defined as an activity in which “the target language is used by the learner for a 

communicative purpose in order to achieve an outcome” (Willis, 23). For the TBL framework, a 

three-phase, pre-task, task cycle, post-task process, combining features of the TBL frameworks 

by Willis, Gatbonton , and Estaire and Zanon was developed.  

The pre-task phase has three basic functions: (i) To introduce and create interest in doing 

a task on the chosen topic, (ii) To activate topic-related words, phrases and target sentences that 

will be useful in carrying out the task and in the real world; (iii) Optional function is the 

inclusion of an enabling task to help students communicate as smoothly as possible during the 

task cycle. 

The task cycle consists of the tasks plus planning and report phases. In which students 

present spoken or written reports of the work done in the tasks. During the task phase, students 

work in pairs or groups and use whatever linguistic resources they possess to achieve the goals of 

the task. Then, to avoid the risk of developing fluency at the expense of accuracy, they work with 

the teacher to improve their language while planning their reports of the task. Before or during 

the task cycle, the teacher can expose students to language in use by having them listen to a 

recording of other people doing the task, or by having they read a text related to the task topic. 
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the field of Second Language Acquisition. Ellis (2003) argued that CLT has traditionally 

employed a Present-Practice-Produce procedure mainly directed at the linguistic forms of the 

target language. Willis (1996) states that presentation of a single point of grammar or a function, 

practicing of newly grasped rule or pattern, and relatively free language production in a wider 

context consolidate what has been presented and practiced, such as a communication task or a 

role play activity. 

The crux idea of TBLT is the task. The definition of a task has evolved over the last 

twenty years by empirical research in classroom implementation. There are several interpretation 

based on everything from the real world to pedagogical perspectives of tasks. The definitions 

from various perspectives are discussed chronologically. 

Long- “What people do in everyday life, at work, at play, and in between?, Breen- “A 

range of work plans for exercise and activities in language instruction”, Little John- “Any 

proposal within the materials for action undertaken by the learners to bring up the foreign 

language learning”, Skehan- “Meaning, task completion, the real-world and outcome are 

focused”, Willis- “A classroom undertaking for a communicative purpose to achieve an 

outcome”, Ellis- “A work plan that requires learners to process language pragmatically to 

achieve an outcome” and Nunan – “A piece of classroom work to convey meaning rather than to 

manipulate form”. In the conclusion, considering the principles of TBLT, the author defines 

tasks as classroom undertakings that are intended to result in pragmatic language use. Tasks are a 

key component of TBLT in language classrooms because they provide a context that activates 

learning processes and promotes second language learning. 

Among these definitions, Nunan’s definition is the best. Nunan (2005) suggests the 

following eight principles of TBL:  

(i) Scaffolding: Lessons and materials should provide support to the students. (ii)Task 

chains: Each exercise, activity and task should build upon the ones that have gone before.  

(iii) Recycling: Recycling language maximizes opportunities for learning,  
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the communicative language teaching approach in the early 1980s and much emphasis on 

learners’ communicative abilities over the last two decades, the term Task-based Language 

Teaching came into prevalent use in the field of Second Language Acquisition in terms of 

developing process-oriented syllabi and designing communicative tasks to promote learners’ 

actual language use. Within the varying interpretations of TBLT related to classroom practice, 

recent studies exhibit three recurrent features:  

TBLT is compatible with a learner-centred educational philosophy. It consists of 

particular components, such as goal, procedure, specific outcome. It advocates content-oriented 

meaningful activities rather than linguistic forms. Since then, continued theory building and an 

ever growing body of empirical research has brought this field of interest to full maturity, a fact 

that is impressively demonstrated by research overviews in book length and several edited 

volumes. 

 The primary goal of TBLT has been, firstly, to describe, to analyze and to predict the 

language use and the communicative patterns learners are engaged in when carry out a task; and 

secondly, to determine the contribution of these communicative patterns to Second Language 

Acquisition. In this respect, TBLT addresses questions which are at the center of attention in 

Second Language Acquisition research. These are concerns, such as the relationship between 

target language perception, processing, production and language learning. The central goal, then, 

was to establish a close relationship between a certain learning environment, a communicative 

behaviour resulting from this learning environment i.e. task-based L2 performance, and Second 

Language Acquisition. As Long and Crookes (1987) have stated:  

It should be possible to build up a multi-dimensional classification, organizing 

tasks in terms of their potential for second language learning on the basis of 

psycho linguistically and psychologically-motivated dimensions (Long , 197). 

TBLT is motivated primarily by a theory of learning rather than a theory of language. 

However, several assumptions about the nature of language can be said to underlie current 

approaches to TBLT.  During the 1980s, Communicative Language Teaching was dominant in 
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Abstract:  

The object of this paper is to present Task-based Language Teaching (TBLT), to carry 
out the method of TBLT in English classes and to create a real purpose for language use 
and provide a natural context for language study. Task-Based Language Teaching refers 
to an approach based on the use of task as the core unit of planning and instruction in 
language teaching. Considering the principles of TBLT, it seems tasks as classroom 
undertakings that are intended to result in pragmatic language use. Tasks are a central 
component of TBLT in language classrooms because they provide a context that activates 
learning processes and promotes L2 learning. It is important to remember that TBLT is 
an approach rather than a method. It assumes that the teacher respects the students as 
individuals and wants them to succeed. It also acknowledges that motivation, attitudes to 
learning, students’ beliefs, language anxiety and preferred learning styles, have more 
effect on learning than materials or methods. We therefore need to take these into account 
in classrooms, taking advantage of the opportunity TBLT gives teachers to promote a 
student-centered learning environment. Teacher-centered controls, threats, rewards and 
restrictions are not an effective means of stimulating learning, since no-one can be forced 
to learn. If we can instead stimulate a need to learn, and a desire to learn, based on 
unconditional respect and mutual trust, learning will take place in an enjoyable and 
facilitative way. 

Key words: task; TBLT; task-based; classroom practice 

 Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) is an educational framework for the theory and 

practice of teaching second or foreign languages. Based on empirical research, TBLT adopts 

meaning-based, communicative tasks as the central unit for defining language learning needs, 

determining curriculum goals, designing activity in the (language) classroom, and assessing 

language competencies 

Task-Based Language Teaching refers to an approach based on the use of task as the core 

unit of planning and instruction in language teaching. In 1980s some of its advocates present it as 

logical developments of Communicative Language teaching movements. With the beginning of 
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hearted people. We like to live well. When we meet people, we give them nice gifts.” (223) She 

boasts about her son’s greatness and says that they could not have got a better son-in-law than 

him.  

     When Ananya’s parents counter that they got many qualified boys, Krish’s mother again 

passes slighting remarks, “Yeah, but they must be all dark boys. Were there any as fair as Krish? 

Looks-wise you cannot match Punjabis.” (226) She even accuses them for having trapped Krish. 

Deeply aggrieved, Ananya leaves to Chennai along with her parents and decides not to marry 

Krish. Both the parties refuse to apologize. Krish becomes neurotic. However, by a strange twist 

of incidents, the same father with whom Krish had strained relations in the past comes to rescue. 

Krish’s father goes all the way to Chennai and strikes a reconciliation. Even When Krish takes 

his Punjabi clan to Chennai in train, there are some illogical and unconnected generalizations 

that his aunts make, “ Is it true their Chief Minister is an ex-film heroine?” my mother’s cousin 

said. “Yes-ji, another aunt said, “these South Indian women are quite clever.” “God has given 

them a brain, nothing else,” came another loose comment.” (249)  

     Krish, as the train passes through different states from Delhi to Chennai, thinks, “These states 

make up our nation. These states also divide our nation…” (248) Finally, Krish takes all his 

Punjabi clan to Chennai and succeeds in winning the hand of Ananya. Ananya’s father gives his 

confessional speech after the wedding ceremony which actually is an emotional angle of what 

Pluralism is all about, “When your child decides to love a new person, you can either see it as a 

chance to hate some people – the person they choose and their families…However, you can also 

see it as a chance to love some more people. And since when did loving more people become a 

bad thing?...Yes, the Tamilian in me is a little disappointed. But the Indian in me is quite happy. 

After all, we’ve decided to use this opportunity to create more loved ones for ourselves.” (266)           

     The novel ends with Ananya giving birth to twin boys. Krish says that the babies belong 

neither to Punjab nor to Tamilnadu but to a state called ‘India’, thus hinting at the significance of 

solidarity and ‘Pluralism’. The grafting of both the cultures indicate that the entire Earth belongs 

to the same family, ‘Vasudhaika Kutumbakam’ and there is only one culture – the ‘human 

culture’ and only one race – the ‘human race’. Is it not then, the greater common good? Has the 

greater purpose not been served then? Is it not a way to achieve a Pluralistic society then? 
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all young people marry outside their community, it is good for the country. That is the greater 

purpose.” (103) 

      Krish begins to give tuitions to Manju in the early hours and Ananya’s father once while 

dropping Krish to his office admonishes, “Don’t meet Ananya too much. We are simple people, 

we don’t say much. But don’t spoil her name in our community” (109) The animosity that is 

nurtured is not restricted to only the family members of Krish and Ananya. Infact, Anil Mathur, 

the MD of Citibank who comes to Chennai from Mumbai to preside over a review meeting rants 

at his Secretary for not helping him to get a business class, “What do you mean wait-listed for 

business class? I am not coming back like I did this morning sitting cramped with these 

Madrasis.” (117) Anil may be the boss but with all Tamilians around him, barring Krish does not 

feel the basic courtesy of not being derogatory. 

     Krish works very hard at bridging the gulf between him and Ananya’s family and he succeeds    

in elevating the status of Ananya’s father in the eyes of his bosses in Delhi by helping him 

prepare PPTs related to his bank work and motivating him to present them on his own. Even he 

ropes in Ananya’s mother by providing a chance to her to display her singing abilities in a 

concert where maestros like Hariharan and S.P.Balasubramaniam were present. After winning 

their hearts, Krish proposes not just to Ananya but to all of them requesting them to allow him to 

marry her. They concede. Krish takes Ananya to his house in Delhi to make her too win the 

hearts of not only his family members but his entire clan and he wants his cousin Minti’s 

wedding ceremony to act as a platform. There appears to be lot of complexes even regarding the 

complexion. When they find Ananya fair, they ask her suspecting, “You are so fair. Are you 

hundred percent South Indian? Kamala mami asked.” (201) 

     Ananya with all her bravery confronts these insults and with equal fervor solves a dowry-

related package problem when the groom’s parents budge back from fulfilling the marriage. It is 

then Kamala aunty appreciates, “Very wise girl, Kamala aunty gave Ananya a hug. Thank you, 

beta. You kept our izzat.” (216) Ananya goes back to Chennai and wants that the family 

members from both the sides understand each other. Krish plans a tour of Goa, unknowing that it 

would turn disastrous. Krish’s mother gives sarees as gift to Ananya’s mother but when she 

doesn’t get back anything, she makes a damaging remark, “Actually, Punjabis are quite large-
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conversation, “Look at him, these black people have done their black magic….how can we 

marry Madrasis? Tomorrow your cousins will want to marry a Gujarati…” (69) When Krish 

retorts, “So What? Aren’t they all Indian? Can’t they be good human beings?” (69), she 

sarcastically remarks seeing Krish’s mother, “Your son is gone. Iam sorry, but this boy belongs 

to Jayalalitha now.” (69)  

     Krish gets posted to Chennai, his girl friend’s home city. He lands in Chennai and 

humorously talks about the tongue-twisting names of the places, the honour with which people 

hold ‘Thalaivar’. There is a communication gap between him and the auto-driver created by the 

lack of knowledge of Tamil over the auto fare and is ultimately saved by a Sardarji in Chennai. 

Krish comes to know that Ananya’s office is in Anna Salai. He meets his own boss BalaKrishnan 

who entrusts him the work of enchanting the customers to invest their money in the stocks of the 

internet companies. Krish goes to Ananya’s house and finds that her father and mother are quite 

stern in anything and everything, “The house had an eerie silence. A Punjabi house is never this 

silent even when people sleep at night.” (89) He finds his very first conversation with 

Mr.Swaminathan quite embarrassing,  

                   ‘Why do they send North Indians here?’ 

                   ‘I don’t know sir.’ 

                     ‘Useless buggers,’ he mumbled and buried himself in his newspaper again.’ (91) 

     Krish comes to know that Shobha aunty has brought a proposal for Ananya just like Shipra 

Masi had brought him one. It alarms him and he discusses it with Ananya. She asks him to 

become closer to her household by focusing on each one separately, to begin with her brother 

Manju by giving him tuitions for IIT and he agrees. Ananya wants that her parents should be 

there on her wedding and she doesn’t like to get eloped. The toughest part lies in convincing 

them to accept a Punjabi son-in-law. Krish provides an insight, “Yes, these stupid biases and 

discrimination are the reason our country is so screwed up. It’s Tamil first, Indian later. Punjabi 

first, Indian later. It has no end…. National anthem, national currency, national teams-still, we 

won’t marry our children outside our state. How can this intolerance be good for our country?...If 
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nurture while Ananya slowly learns to become aware. Krish wants his mother to meet Ananya’s 

parents and be nice to them to which his mother sulks. When Ananya extends her arm to shake 

Krish’s mother’s hand, his mother remains shocked. He observes, “While Ananya touching her 

feet would be too much, I felt Ananya should have stuck to a Namaste. Anything modern doesn’t 

go down well with parents.” (45) Krish’s mother doesn’t like his becoming friend to a madras 

girl. She even says, “I have come to see you, not sit next to Madrasis….” (46) Even Ananya’s 

parents keep themselves reserved. After the end of the convocation ceremony, they decide to 

visit Sabarmati Ashram of Gandhiji. Krish makes a darting hint, “He stood for peace and 

national integration, may be that could inspire us all.” (47) 

     When Krish asks his mother to control herself a bit, she says, “Iam under control. These 

South Indians don’t know how to control their daughters. From Hema Malini to Sridevi, all of 

them trying to catch Punjabi men.” (48) This biased remark that generalizes beyond measure 

proves to be quite irksome in the crowd. In the Sabarmati ashram, even Ananya’s mother doesn’t 

trail in venting out predisposition about Punjabis in her Tinglish, “Intellectually, culturally zero. 

Something something crass uneducated something.” (51) When Ananya discloses that they love 

each other, Ananya’s mother flares up and takes her away along with them. In Act 2 entitled, 

Delhi, Krish is seen trying hard to convince his mother that Ananya is a smart, intelligent, good 

looking, good natured girl, but his mother is hard to change her attitude, “See, I told you. They 

trap you…They like North Indian men…North Indians are fairer…The Tamilians have a 

complex.” (56) His mother has plans to get Krish married to Dolly, a rich Punjabi girl and 

Pammi Aunty’s daughter. Krish is not inclined to but is emotionally forced to visit their house. 

     There is lavish display of wealth in his aunt’s house and he is soon made to take Dolly out for 

shopping where she says that she has heard from one of her relatives about his girl friend and 

enquires, “…She is very aggressive and clever and has you totally under her control. But South 

Indian girls are like that, no?” (65) When Krish asks her whether she knows any South Indian 

girls, Dolly negates. This shows that in India prejudices are contagious, they get formed just 

on ‘hearsay’ without using one’s rationality. Krish rejects Dolly and Dolly finds him too hi-fi 

for her. Even Shipra masi, the elder sister of Krish’s mother is biased and that is reflected in the 
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     The novel begins with a prologue in which Krish Malhotra has been referred to Dr.Neeta Iyer, 

a psychotherapist as he has a nervous breakdown. Krish is sullen down and begins to narrate his 

story. Krish meets Ananya Swaminathan –best girl in the fresher batch in the mess of IIM 

Ahmedabad having a row with the staff over the quality of sambhar offered. Krish shares his 

rasagulla with her and they become friends. They go to a restaurant and he is shocked to find the 

Tamil Brahmin Iyer girl ordering tandoori chicken and beer. Ananya unabashedly says, “I didn’t 

say Iam a practicing Tam Brahm. But you should know that Iam born into the purest of pure 

upper caste communities ever created.” (7) Krish at the very start strikes a chord of pluralism 

saying, “Iam a Punjabi, though I never lived in Punjab. I grew up in Delhi. And I have no idea 

about my caste, but we do eat chicken. And I can digest bad sambhar better than Tamil 

Brahmans.” (7) Ananya makes a deal with him to remain ‘just friends’. Krish offers to help her 

in studies when she feels so humiliated after her economics professor humiliates her over her 

inability to understand economics concept through the perspective of mathematical equations. 

     The combined study brings them closer. Krish sees the photographs of her family members – 

her father Mr.Swaminathan, an employee of Bank of Baroda, her mother Mrs.Radha 

Swaminathan, a home-maker and her studious younger brother Manjunath, whom Krish calls, 

‘an IIT embryo.’ They speak to their parents through STD booth on the campus and Ananya 

finds that Krish is closer to his mother than to his father. Krish begins to slowly get attracted to 

her and she also responds in affirmation to his advances. They both begin to live together. In 

their campus recruitment process, Ananya gets selected to HLL company for its marketing 

division and Krish to Citibank. As their employment prospects have been secured, they seriously 

plan to get married and choose the convocation ceremony as an occasion to make their respective 

families know each other. Krish’s father doesn’t attend as he demands an invitation from Krish 

who declines to offer.  

     Krish is apprehensive about getting his parents’ consent, “Because they are parents. From 

biscuits to brides, if there is anything their children really want, parents have a problem.” (39) He 

further adds, “They’d have a problem with anyone I choose. And you are South Indian, which 

doesn’t help at all….” (40) Krish is well aware of the biases that people of different cultures 
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and hatred with belief and love. In the recent wake, the State of Andhra Pradesh was divided due 

to extreme regionalism and one culture resisting to accommodate the other culture and deciding 

to part ways. ‘The Sons of the Soil’ theory seen in some states can also be a serious threat to 

‘Pluralism’ and the ‘Unity and Integrity’ of the nation. 

     In the midst of all these prejudice, it is quite relevant to critically acclaim Chetan Bhagat’s 

autobiographical (to a large extent) novel 2 States: The Story of My Marriage. Chetan is the 

youth icon and he wonderfully delineates the cultural tensions, the ever-present north-south 

divide, the animosities, abhorrence for each other’s customs, traditions, ways of life through the 

love story of a Punjabi boy Krish, an IITian and Management Post-graduate and his classmate 

Ananya, a beautiful, clever and sensitive Brahmin Tamilian girl. The tone of Chetan, however is 

not serious or somber but creates a laughter rampage by exposing the trivialities, clash of 

cultures and the cultural artifacts (food habits, dress, music, events, religious ceremonies etc.) 

which may be significant and specific to a particular culture but they go against the spirit of 

‘Indianness’ and they stand in the way of a serious issue like marriage. The novel is replete with 

several derogatory comments, condescending remarks made by several characters that go against 

‘Pluralism.’  The novel also presents the steadfastness of the two lovers in convincing the parents 

of either sides and get endorsement from them for the bliss of marriage. They, after several twists 

and turns, finally succeed in getting married. The nuances of the Punjabi and the Tamil cultures 

are wonderfully depicted. 

     Chetan says, “Love marriages around the world are simple: Boy loves girl. Girl loves boy. 

They get married. In India, there are a few more steps: Boy loves girl. Girl loves boy. Girl’s 

family has to love boy. Boy’s family has to love girl. Girl’s family has to love boy’s family. 

Boy’s family has to love girl’s family. Girl and boy still love each other. They get married.”          

It is a laudable thing that Chetan has dedicated his novel not to his own parents but to his in-laws 

who hail from South India and goes on to claim that this may be the first time in the history of 

books. It is also very significantly emphasized in the Acknowledgements, “I’d also like to tell all 

South Indians I love them…I have taken the liberty to have some fun with you just like I have 

with Punjabis-only because I see you as my own. You only make digs at people you care for.”  
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     Culture, is, in the words of E.B.Taylor, “that complex whole which includes knowledge, 

belief, art, morals, law, custom and any other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a 

member of society.”1 Every culture transmits its own messages or meanings. These messages or 

meanings or symbols that originate through the socio-economic, political, philosophic grounds of 

that society. In the global world, societies no longer live in isolation. Each society has come into 

contact with the other societies and hence ‘multiculturalism’ has become inevitable. Indian 

society has always been multicultural even before the global era. This ‘multiculturalism’ has 

posed a menace for its unity at times when dominant culture, that is, the culture of those in power 

or affluence tried to subjugate the culture of those who weren’t.  

     ‘Multiculturalism’ merely acknowledges the need for tolerance of diverse cultures. 

‘Pluralism’, on the other hand, not only advocates tolerance but also aims to seek complete 

knowledge of the culture of ‘the other’ and is always open to a positive, constructive dialogue 

with ‘the other’ to that extent where the gap between ‘my’ and ‘the other’ becomes thin. 

“Pluralism is not diversity alone, but the energetic engagement with diversity. Diversity can and 

has meant the creation of religious ghettoes with little traffic between or among them. Today, 

religious diversity is a given, but pluralism is not a given; it is an achievement.  Pluralism is 

based on dialogue. The language of pluralism is that of dialogue and encounter, give and take, 

criticism and self-criticism. Dialogue means both speaking and listening, and that process reveals 

both common understandings and real differences. Dialogue does not mean everyone at the 

“table” will agree with one another. Pluralism involves the commitment to being at the table —

 with one’s commitments.”2 Mere diversity without real encounter and relationship will yield 

increasing tensions in our societies. ‘Pluralism’ reinforces relationships and replaces suspicions 
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homogenising diaspora. Avtar Brah states that diaspora experiences cannot be homogenised. It 

differs based on when, why and how the displacement occurs. Thus, she considers diaspora as 

heterogeneous, whose experiences cannot be united under a single term. Each and every one 

faces different problems and situations which further fragment the diaspora experiences. The 

select movies though they appear to address some common issues, each movie is unique in its 

own way. Thus the paper concludes saying, on every individual’s experiences diaspora gets 

fragmented.  
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In B.L.B the sisters are well exposed to the cultural differences and they tackle them 

brilliantly. The elder sister Pinky from the beginning looks very modern when compared to Jess 

but Pinky accepts her homeland culture by being patience about her cancelled engagement and 

wins her fiancée back traditionally. Jess was portrayed as a traditional girl in her manners and 

appearance. But her passion for football moulds her as a liar and she plays with the tension of 

deceiving her parents. When her parents notice this, she gives up playing football creating a 

stressful behavior. Later with the approval of her parents she goes to the US to continue her 

football practice, and joins with her Irish lover. Her decision of choosing a career which is 

forbidden in her parents’ culture and selecting a foreign life partner indicates that she prefers 

settled land’s identity.  

In N, Gogol shuffles for his identity due to his Russian name. His changing of his name 

as Nikil and later accepting the name Gogol, indicate his approval of hyphenated identity. In 

B.L, Sahana struggles with her father who disapproves following the British culture. Later, she 

leaves her home when her father forces her to return to Bangladesh reveal her interest towards 

the settled land’s identity. Most of the second generation characters, in the movies, begin to 

search for their identity in their adolescence as they face several contradictory practices which 

their parents follow insisting on their homeland culture. This aspect is touched upon by Modood 

who states, “[M]ost of the Asian second generation wanted to retain some chore heritage, some 

amalgam of family cohesion, religion and language, probably in an adapted from, but did not 

expect this to mean segregated social lives, for they lived and wanted to live in an ethnically 

mixed way” (110). 

As most of the second generation prefer hyphenated identity or settled identity one 

cannot homogenize their situation. Each one’s selection of their identity, the situation in which 

they decide their identity, their life style and experiences vary. Similarly most of the first 

generation’s preference for the homeland identity also cannot be homogenised. It is an apt place 

to apply Chandra Mohanty’s comment about homogenizing women’s situation all over the 

world. In her essay “Under Western eye” she rejects the concept of homogenizing women’s 

problem in the third world countries. Similarly diaspora community’s problems cannot be 

generalized. This argument can be further strengthened by Avtar Brah’s comment against 
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consumption, false ethics, superstitious religiosity, blind prejudices and obsessive with honor and 

status” (2004, 901) for the public view. 

   To some extent Ashimma and Ashok in N and Nazneen in B.L support their children in 

spite of the generation gap. 

The above mentioned cultural clash and stress lead the second generation diaspora 

community to be in a confused stage about their identity formation. Stuart Hall’s comment on 

identity,  

Identities are never unified and in late modern times, increasingly fragmented and 

fractured; never singular but multiply constructed across different, other intersections 

and antagonistic, discourse, practices and positions (1996, 4)  

portrays the condition of diasporic people. When a diasporic community moves away from their 

home country they tend to carry their home culture with them. In some cases the disaporic 

community happily accepts the practices of the settled land and assimilates with it. Some prefer 

to follow certain practices from both culture and some others live in isolation by following their 

home culture. Accordingly their identity formations can be broadly divided into three types such 

as homeland identity, settled land identity and hyphenated identity.  

In the movies most of the first generation diaspora community follow their homeland 

identity. They feel proud to exhibit themselves with it. On the other hand the second generation 

undergo the turmoil of identity formation. They tend to consider the country in which they are 

born and brought up as their home country whereas the cultural differences and the 

discrimination they face, questions them regarding it. Turmoil experienced by them finally leads 

them to take decision regarding their identity. Salman Rushdie thinks that the people who have 

displaced have identities that are both “Plural and Partial” (2000:257), which shows that it 

cannot be single and whole. 

In B.B Ginder decides to separate from her abusive husband. It shocks the elder 

generation and she acclaims much criticism from the elders. Hasida gets pregnant before 

marriage which again leads to condemnation from the elders. Later her decision for exogamous 

marriage indicates that most of the second generation in the movie accept their hyphenated 

identity and some accept the settled lands.  
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Bengali dishes in order to come out of her isolation and nostalgia. In B.B and B.L too traditional 

food preparation attracts the viewer’s attention. 

 As mentioned earlier the diaspora communities in the movies create their own world by 

mingling with their own community. In some cases they even criticise the settled land’s culture. 

In, B.B, some of the first generation eat their traditional food in a restaurant, run by a white, by 

criticising the settled land’s culture. Simultaneously they are criticised by the whites for 

following their strict homeland culture even after several years of staying in it.  

Scenes like celebrating marriages and other cultural festivals in a traditional manner 

indicate their constructed world. B.L.B illustrates Punjabi traditional way of engagement and 

marriage ceremony. N shows Bengali way of naming ceremony, marriage and mourning in 

detail. Whereas most of the second generation diaspora community disapproves of rejecting the 

settled land’s culture as it is their home country. The practice of cultural differences between the 

parents and the children of the diaspora community cannot be stopped by either of them which 

lead them to be in the problematic relationship named generation gap. 

In all the four movies almost all the second generation diaspora community face tension 

with the first generation. They want to be independent which was impossible in the knitted 

family relationship. In B.B, elders advice Ginder to live with her abusive husband, calling Hasida 

as whore due to her exogamous relationship indicate cultural clash between the first and the 

second generation. Ginder and Hasida get care and comfort from the second generation when the 

first generation is rejecting them. Similarly the tension between Jess and her mother in B.L.B and 

Sahana and Chanu in B.L represent it. Chanu exhibits his anger upon Sahana by calling her as 

memsahib (the term which is used to denote British women during the colonial period) and says 

when they return Bangladesh he will arrange her marriage immediately so that as a married 

woman she would adhere to their homeland cultural practices. This tension due to generation gap 

cannot be stopped by either of them. The people from the second and further generation are 

exhibiting their agony due to cultural clash. Webner states about it thus, “The novels and films 

promote images of transgressive sexuality: gay, inter-racial or inter-ethnic lover marriages and 

illicit cohabitation, to make their point. They satirize an older generation’s profligate 
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Chanu, a Bangladeshi settler in London. This movie centres on the metamorphosis of Nazneen 

from a simple village woman to a powerful decision maker. It also emphasizes cultural change 

and generation gap.   

All four movies portray the contradiction between the first and the later generations, 

cultural practices and the second generation’s crucial decision of identity formation in the settled 

land.  

Cultural change is a major issue experienced by the diaspora community. When they try 

to settle in a new place, they observe several changes in the new society. Even then initially they 

try to adjust with the new culture and at the same time they are not willing to follow the new 

land’s culture completely. This can be substituted by the words of Salman Rushdie, he states, 

“Sometimes we feel that we straddle two cultures; at other times, that we fall between two stools. 

But however ambiguous and shifting this ground maybe, it is not an infertile territory… to 

occupy (2000:257). Owing to it even after many years of living in the settled land, most of them 

still consider it as another country. In all the select movies some of the second generations too 

follow their cultural practices strictly. Most of the first generation diaspora community in the 

movies often address their homeland as ‘home’.  

They try to construct the environment of the homeland in the settled land. By practicing 

their homeland culture, speaking in the mother tongue, eating their traditional food, they tend to 

imagine themselves living in their home country. They try to come away from their sense of 

alienation by living together with their own community in the new land. This condition can be 

equated to Arjune Apadurai’s term “imagined worlds”, where the diaspora community create 

their own world in the settled country to live in it. Even in the select movies, the diaspora 

community create their own land by strictly following their cultural practices and arranging 

marriages among their own community, in the settled land. It makes them to cling to their culture 

and in all these movies the diaspora community prefer to speak their mother tongue at home, 

otherwise they use both languages. 

Scenes like preparing traditional food, passing the recipe to the future generations, 

encouraging them, especially the female characters to learn cooking are portrayed in the movies. 

In B.L.B the mother feels proud that her daughter knew traditional cooking. Ashimma in N eats 
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these aspects, which further fragments diaspora. Despite the common features in diaspora, this 

paper aims to present that diaspora experiences of individual vary.  One may generalise the 

features/characteristics of diaspora like Safran or Cohan, but individual experiences are 

fragmented leading to the formation of pluralistic societies. To perform such a study, four 

movies with the concept of diaspora are selected. The movies are about south Asian Diasporas 

living in London and America.   

The first movie in chronological order is Bhaji on the Beach, (will be noted as B.B 

hereafter) directed by Gurinder Chadha and was released in the year 1993. The movie portrays 

Indo-British diaspora community. Eight Indian diaspora women are going for a fun trip to 

Blackpool. The fun trip turns into be an act of introspect where the women characters mock at 

others. The mean behaviour of some of the characters reveal the stress they have undergone in 

the new society and their observation of the future generation as a threat to their homeland 

culture. The movie deals with generation gap and their inbetweenness.  

The second movie is Bend It like Becham, (will be noted as B.L.B hereafter) directed by 

Gurinder Chadha and was released in 2002. This movie too depicts the life of Indo- British 

community. The plot revolves around Jasminder, also called as Jass Bhama, second generation 

Punjabi diaspora community. The opening scenes present the concept of the movie where Jess’ 

desire of playing football is forbidden due to their strict homeland cultural practices. How she 

succeeds and attains her goal is the crux of the movie. The movie focuses upon strict cultural 

practices of the diaspora community and generation gap. 

The third movie The Namesake (will be noted as N hereafter) is directed by Mira Nair 

and released in 2006. It talks about the Indo-American diaspora community. Ashima comes to 

the U.S after her marriage with her husband Ashoke. They name their first child as Gogol, in 

remembrance of the Russian writer Nikolai Gogol. The name becomes a problem for Gogol and 

finally how he traces his identity is the theme of the movie. The movie centres on the problem of 

generation gap and identity issue. 

The fourth movie Brick Lane (will be noted as B.L hereafter) is directed by Sarah Gavron 

and released in 2007. It focusses upon the Bangladeshi-London community. The movie revolves 

around Nazneen, a village girl from Bangladesh, who settles in London due to her wedlock with 
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Diaspora is one of the fanciest and the most popular word of today. Etymologically the 

word has originated from the Greek verb ‘diaspeirein’ which means to sow widely. This term has 

generally been associated with the Greeks, as they have moved away from their land for the 

purpose of trade and business. Later on, the term was utilized by the Jews when they were forced 

to disperse from their land which led to lot of sufferings. Since then the word diaspora had a 

negative meaning and was associated with displacement, discrimination and agony. Now more 

than thirty ethnic groups are addressed with a single word diaspora along with the meaning of 

wealth and comfort.  

 A meaning of the word diaspora restricts a norm for the community as to scatter/displace. 

Though displacement is the criteria for diaspora, all displaced communities cannot be taken as 

diaspora. Diaspora is mistakenly identified with terms such as exile, immigrant and 

transnational. However there are several differences that exist among these terms. Exile refers to 

forceful migration whereas diaspora emerges due to both voluntary and forceful movement. 

Braziel and Anita Mannur’s Theorizing Diaspora presents difference between diaspora and 

transnational. According to them, diaspora refers to movement of people from one place to 

another and transnationalism talks more about impersonal forces such as globalisation and global 

capitalism as a result of migrant movements(2003, 8). Alan McLeod states that because of 

emotions and experiences several differences exist between diaspora and immigration. Even 

though it is differentiated from other terms, diaspora still lacks a clear cut definition. James 

Clifford, in an article “Diaspora”, states, “...it is not possible to define diaspora sharply, either by 

resource to essential features or to privative oppositions” (1994, 310). However many have 

attempted to fix diaspora within a definition. Safran, a leading diaspora Scholar, has given six 

characteristics as collective experiences of diaspora people. But all diasporas do not share all 
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Lenin and Stalin were active and knowing participants in the formation of this brutal 

institution. (Crabtree web) 

The impact of this book was an eye-opener to the entire population of Soviet Union. The seeds of 

hatred for the communist rule and eventual disintegration of Soviet Union were sowed by this 

path-breaking book Gulag Archipelago. 

                Hence,Literature is used here to examine the good and the bad in a culture and provide 

ideas about how culture can be seen. One must discard the bad, retain the good that already 

exists in the culture and import the good one finds in other people’s cultures. 

Discussion and Conclusion 

Value system can be constructed by the difference in the interpretations of Literature. On one 

hand, literature can be used to teach positive values by elevating the good characters and looking 

down on the bad characters. This is observed in great epics like Mahabharata where evil 

characters like Duryodana are shown to doom in the end and divine characters like Yudhishtar 

ascend to heaven in the end. 

    It is observed that when a writer uses the persuasive powers to promote negative value system, 

he glorifies the evil characters and projects them as larger than life. The readers are mesmerized 

by the magnetism of the negative characters and indulge in the hero worship of such 

characters.This is evident in Paradise Lost where the reader almost sympathizes with Satan and 

at one point even feels that God has been unjust to Satan. Therefore, the author has a huge 

responsibility as he can impress upon the readers by his writings. Thus literature must be used to 

correct the ills in societies as well as teach positive values that will translate to improvement in 

human life. 

References: 

Blake, William. “On Milton.” The complete poetry and prose of William Blake. Ed. David V. 

Erdman. London: University of California Press,1965.  



 

              Scholar Critic                                            ISSN 2348 – 6937 (Print)                                                                                         

                    Vol-03, Issue-01, April 2016                                               ISSN 2348 – 6945 (Online) 
 
 

169 

leader, Stalin Literature was characterized by the exemplary ideal figure who solves all 

problems, treats all obstacles as child’s play, fulfills all norms, who knows no private life 

but only service to the Communist society, who naturally belongs, not among the simple 

workers, but among the party officials. The cult of literature reflects, in miniature, the 

cult of Stalin.(Kasack 133) 

The famous novel “Far from Moscow” by Vasilii Ashaev is a work intended to illustrate the 

heroic effort of the protagonist with pro government inclinationsinvolved in industrial 

development of Soviet Union. For his plot, he chose the extremely rapid construction of a 

petroleum pipeline in Siberia at the start of the World War II.The work is in complete 

accordance with the tenets of Social Realism in its interpretation of the period; the main 

characters are idealized as positive heroes, the conflicts are artificial and their positive outcome 

is predestined.The fact that the pipelines were constructed by concentration prisoners is ofcourse 

passed over. The torture and the inhuman conditions imposed on the concentration camp 

prisoners is not disclosed and only a rosy picture of a rapid industrial revolution is presented to 

the world in the book. It was translated into 20 languages and got “Stalin prize” in the Soviet 

Union. The novel was highly appreciated by the people of Soviet Union who became overnight 

die hard followers of Stalin on reading the work little realizing the ugly deeds od Stalin. The 

people perceived the leaders Lenin and Stalin as compassionate, divine leaders incapable of any 

harm to the people. The nation’s economic backwardness was attributed to the influence of 

capitalistic countries. This is the influence of literature. It can seduce a reader to think in a 

particular way. 

                The myth was finally broken when one piece of literature by the name Gulag 

Archipelago by Solzhenitsyn was published. It was a ground-breaking book in the history of the 

Soviet Union.David Crabtree in his article The Importance of History comments about the book,  

The work was the product of years of research by the author. He interviewed scores of 

prisoners and did extensive research to chronicle the genesis and development of the 

chain of labour camps that dotted the Soviet Union. His book describes the cruelty and 

injustice of the system in great detail; but most important of all,he was able to show that 
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right to peaceful life and dignity in this male dominated and gender-based society. In this way, 

Tagore, with his progressive ideas was successful in bringing about a revolutionary change in the 

mindset of the conservative orthodox societies. This definitely led to women emancipation in the 

1930s itself. The literary circles in Bengal were triggered by the revolutionary ideas of Tagore 

and a positive liberal atmosphere was created there which slowly spread to other parts of the 

country. The writer has used literature to enlighten the gender-biased population that the worth 

of every individual lies in his or her character and not in their sex. Tagore has created a dynamic 

character like Binodini whose words and actions are capable of motivating 

the reader to actpositively. 

The writer can also impact negatively by glorifying the evil and sympathizing with the negative 

characters in his work.  It is often interpreted that Milton glorified Satan in his epic novel 

Paradise Lost.It was William Blake who observed that “Milton belonged to the Devil’s party 

without knowing it” (Blake 501). The remark implies that Milton unconsciously glorified Satan 

in his attempt to make him a fitting adversary of God and to impress on the reader the dangerous 

potential of evil. Satan certainly possesses heroic qualities in Paradise Lost, and Milton glorified 

him. Satan is regarded as the “hero” of the poem by readers because he is cast in the heroic 

mould. Satan’s declaration “It is better to reign in hell than to serve in heaven” (Milton 

89)impresses on the modern young reader who is of the mindset that one should be one’s own 

boss instead of beinga sycophant to someone else. One gets deceived by Satan’s rhetoric. 

Readers are blown by the courage, the determination and love of freedom exhibited by Satan not 

realizing his evil intentions behind his deeds. So this is a classic example of literature glorifying 

negativism which in turn impacts young impressionable minds into admiring evil characters like 

Satan. 

The influence of negative literature is beautifully illustrated by the Soviet literature which 

underwent an extraordinary decline in the Stalin era. Wolfgang Kasack in his article ‘Russian 

Literature’ notes that 

Famous writers were condemned to silence. Insipid and untalented authors poured out 

quantities of schematic works, intended to endorse the political process and to glorify the 
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Content 

Literature shapes political and social thought. It is a fact of human experience that man is 

imitative by nature and takes pleasure in literature. This implies that the writer can employ the 

persuasive powers of literature positively, by portraying credible, moral examples of human 

character, so that the reader is influenced to follow them. This means that the writer can use 

literature as a tool to impact the society positively by rewarding good characters and punishing 

evil ones.On the other hand, the writer can employ persuasive powers of literature negatively, by 

producing a literary piece that invokes dangerous emotions in the reader. Plato endorses this 

view by his criticism of literature as “something that releases dangerous emotions” (Plato 35). 

Plato’s fears were, however, dispelled by Aristotle, Sidney and other scholars whose in-depth 

studies provided undeniable facts that literature has its positive sides and can be made to perform 

positive functions in the human society. 

The impact of positive literature is beautifully illustrated in the epic “Mahabharata”. It is 

observed that the Pandavas ultimately triumph over the Kauravas. In order to prove that justice 

has to win over the evil, the Kauravas are shown to be doomed in the end. Here the 

“Mahabharata” is didactic and teaches positive values by correcting the societal ills. Man, being 

imitative by nature copies the words and actions of the heroic characters while shunning the 

words and actions of the villainous characters. Lord Krishna reiterates time and again in the 

Mahabharata that the war against the Kauravas was not for the limited objective of punishing 

those particular evil doers but to set an example for society for all time to come that truth 

triumphs over evil.  

Rabindranath Tagore has beautifully used literature as apositivetool for exposing the evils of 

gender discrimination and brought out the empowerment of woman. In his novel, Binodini, 

Tagore has dwelt upon the factors like emotional void, sexual frigidity and denial of motherhood 

faced by an Indian widow. By projecting Binodini as the symbol of a new class of emancipated 

women, who are no longer prepared to be crushed and burnt out by society but fight to assert 

their rights in a patriarchal materialistic society,Tagore has been effective about the widow’s 
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Abstract  

Since times immemorial the primary purpose of Education has been to inculcate moral 
values in the learners. The curriculum of most cultures and societies has been tailored to 
imbibe moral values along with the academic curricula. Values of all kinds have the 
power to help individuals to learn, to care, to share, take responsibility and develop 
mutual respect, understanding and tolerance. Education is the medium through which the 
character and personalities are moulded and Literature is the tool which can be 
effectively used to imbibe compassion, human decency, co-operation, respect, 
responsibility and an appreciation for cultural differences. Critical analysis of Literary 
texts reveals the underlying intentions, pretensions of historical facts and the prevalent 
circumstances. Accurate, Inaccurate, Positive or Negative interpretation of a Literary text 
dictates the Mass Psychology of the target learners leading to a Constructive Patriotism 
or a Destructive Movement. Literature is therefore a powerful tool which is double edged 
and can beused or misused according to its Moral texture. The present study attempts to 
study the course of History and the consequences determined by a few literary texts, 
focusing on the underlying value system. 

 

Introduction 

Education is the most important tool as it offers inner and outer strength to a person.Education 

plays a major role in shaping an individual morally, psychologically and socially.It builds 

character, provides strength of mind and increases knowledge. It is the only wealth which cannot 

be robbed. Through education people become more responsible and informed citizens, and have 

a voice in politics and society, which is essential for sustenance in life. It dispels ignorance and 

boosts moral values of the individuals andLiterature is a tool which builds the moral code in a 

human being. 

Literature is an imitation of life and actions as it mirrors the society in its interpretation of 

various aspects of life. It is a vehicle for inculcating values through the study of literary 

masterpieces and also a means of communication with the spirit of great writers.  
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She is also critical of her father’s polygamist marital state and always stimulates her 

mother Kangavali and her step-mother Nagamani for liberation. In fact Gowri is the mouthpiece 

of Sivakami through whom she has voiced the voiceless Dalit women who are bearing the 

inhuman treatment silently. The vocalization and resistance chiefly rests upon firebrand spirited 

Gowri. Meena Kandasamy, in her article “And One Shall Live in Two . . .,” gives an insightful 

review of The Grip of Change. She calls Sivakami’s daring attempt of self-examination as an 

exemplar of realist criticism. Though the novel is fictitious but still the characters and incidents 

are realistic enough to verbalize the reality of modern society. And truly P. Sivakami is able to 

formulate the poignant tale of a woman’s struggle to fight and survive in a biased society and 

culture through Thangam’s story and Gowri‘s protests which suggest that silence and 

suppression is optimistically replaced by a stimulated and resisting expression.  

Thus from the beginning to the end this novel serves as an icebreaker and draws attention 

to violent realities, sexual assaults, psychological torments, and economical exploitation along 

with a message that a democratic approach is essential to eradicate such discriminatory 

ideologies from social fabric. 
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castes. Each caste wants to dominate another. And such a hierarchy proves to be a curse 

especially for the Dalit woman for which she has been weighed down over the manifold layers of 

exploitation due to this caste hierarchy. Meena Kandasamy , a contemporary Dalit writer 

appreciates Sivakami for this honest self criticism, "The first Tamil novel by a Dalit woman, it 

evoked a great deal of discussion because it went beyond condemning caste fanatics by using 

fiction to describe how we were shackled, and tangled among ourselves. Instead of being the 

journey of her individual voice and consciousness, it was a unanimous expression of the youth of 

this oppressed community- eager and waiting for change ". Truly confirming its title, the novel 

The Grip of Change doesn’t only voices the plight of an exploited Dalit woman, it records the 

waves of ‘change’ also in the Dalit consciousness; thus providing a kind of cure for the ailments 

of the society. Through the character of Gowri, the ideal of education in recovery of Dalit’s 

condition is also established. This novel postulates a crude stereotype of the patriarchy along 

with a hopeful vision presented by Gowri. The glimpses of the growing consciousness can be 

seen in the novel. Kathamuthu, a Dalit patriarch allows her daughter Gowri to study and this is 

only by the awareness provided by education that she is able to realize the exploitation of women 

in a patriarchal set up. Being educated she protests against her early marriage, “The sufferings 

that my mother underwent in her marriage! I don’t want to be tortured like her by some man”. 

She defies the decision of her father about her marriage by working hard for her examination, 

and after getting success she chooses to study further in the city college. When she crosses the 

threshold of chauvinistic home, resisting her father’s intimidation, she thinks she has conked out 

the tyrannical chains. The text beautifully conveys, “During floods, waters from overflowing 

wells mingle with the waters of huge water bodies, transgressing their boundaries. Gowri felt that 

she had crossed over human -made boundariesher father, her caste and her village – and merged 

with the ocean of people”. She openly condemns the inhuman treatment of her father inflicted 

upon Thangam. When Kathamuthu rapes Thangam she vehemently shouts, 

 

“Dogs! Dogs in this house! Shameless as dogs! ”.  
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dilemma of all the subjugated women as the novel projects her in a wretched condition of an 

outcaste from the beginning to the end.  

Dalits are OTHER in Hindu caste structure and in the novel their OTHERness is 

ostensible by the setting of the Dalit communities in Cheri, (separate outcast area for all 

minorities) whereas the upper castes live in gramam. The discrimination doesn’t stop in separate 

places; it s roots are extended to the untouchability and relationships too. A Hindu upper caste 

Udayar feels ashamed after the exposure of his liaison with a parachi but a lower caste 

Kathamuthu brings a ‘foreign brandy’ Nagamani to home as his wife (39). Udayar’s wife, an 

upper caste Hindu woman can send her brothers to assault Thangam for having an illicit affair 

with her husband but Kangavali,a lower caste woman has to bear her husband’s second wife 

Nagamani. Later they both bear Thangam in their home. Ironically there develops a friendship 

bond too between these three victimized Dalit women. Kangavali and Nagamani became 

accustomed to having Thangam in house. 

“After lunch, they sat together in the coconut grove chewing betel leaves and chatting. 

They no longer served the leftover food. She ate what they 

ate” (88).  

The yawning gap exists not only between Dalit and non- Dalits but among Dalits too. Sivakami 

has criticized the self destructive tendencies of Dalit community by exposing caste hierarchical 

order existing in Tamil Nadu, by giving an elaborated narrative in the text .She says: Even 

amongst the lower castes, hierarchy existed- pallars were agricultural labourers, Parayars were 

drummers and menials, and the Chakkiliyars were cobblers. The first grade -the Pallars were 

absent in Puliyur. The Pallars considered themselves superior to the rest. The Parayars 

considered themselves higher than the Chakkiliyars, who in turn considered themselves superior 

to the Para- vannars, the washer community. The para-vannar men washed clothes for the lower 

castes and the women worked as midwives for them. Similar to all other human communities, 

the women were considered to be lower than the men. Everyone established their worth by 

pointing to those beneath them. And this series of hierarchy in every culture and every social 

group concludes with the one and only perpetual prey i.e. woman of that culture or social group 

.Paradoxically such totalitarian tendencies survive even in the midst of the lowest of the lower 
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“I didn’t want it. But Udayar took no notice of me. He raped me when i was working in 

his sugarcane field. I remained silent; after all, he is my paymaster. He measures my rice. 

. .” (7)  

What can be the justification for this heinous crime which not only shattered a woman physically 

but psychologically as well? This brutality of class hierarchy made her ‘subaltern’ who can’t 

even speak! Thus poverty makes a poor widow to bear the sexual exploitation silently. 

 

Caste is the most demoralizing aspect in a woman’s identity who is already located at the 

periphery of a male dominated society. Caste disparities lead to violence against lower caste 

woman, who is expected to yield to upper caste male chauvinism. The cruelty of caste 

discrimination is exposed when she moves from passivity to active assertion of her angst against 

the exploiting masculine brutality and has to suffer social indignation. When the liaison between 

Udayar and Thangam is disclosed, Udayvar‘s brothers-in-law attack her and beat her doggedly 

and even she is threatened to be killed. The duality of the upper class is exposed when Udayar 

abuses her,  

“Ungrateful whore! Even if she was hurt by the hand adorned with gold! A 

parachi could have never dreamt of being touched by a man like me! My touch  

was a boon granted for penance performed in her earlier births. . .” (31) 

These words reveal the hypocrisy of Hindu caste system who at one hand hate the lower caste 

considering them untouchables ,and at the other hand gratify their corporeal hunger through Dalit 

bodies. But Thangam’s saga of exploitation is not complete yet. Still she has to face oppression 

for being poor and particularly a ‘woman’ and now she is exploited at the hands of the rich of her 

own Dalit community. 

Unguarded in her own village, she seeks help in Arthur village but this help proves 

transitory. Not only her money is grabbed by her so called guardian Kathamuthu but her ‘body’ 

is also violated. The rich and influential Dalit Panchayat leader Kathamuthu who earlier gave 

shelter to Thangam turns into animal and once more her ‘body’ is abused. In an afternoon while 

she was sleeping in the kitchen he rapes her and she is so tormented that she can’t even see his 

face. And then she becomes a mistress to him forever. Ironically, Thangam epitomizes the 
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have been affected by discrimination. The Dalit feminists need more encouragement from the 

country to emerge from their shells.” 

 
In The Grip of Change, Sivakami applies a self-critical and deconstructive technique and 

exposes the deplorable realities of Dalit patriarchy. In her English translation of the Tamil Text 

Pazhiyana Kazhithalum, she smartly knots an attachment of 10 years later revisit of the 

protagonist Gowri to her villages which stimulates the creative faculty of readers to reassess their 

earlier elucidation of the incidents and characters and it represents her own established vision 

too. Through her political activism and literary medium Sivakami has been articulating the voice 

of the voiceless Dalit women. By projecting a woman instead of a ‘man’ protagonist in her very 

first novel, she has opposed the mainstream sexist ideology. The protagonist of the play is 

Thangam, a poor parachi widow who suffers not only for being a Dalit but for being a woman, 

an OTHER too. Ironically she is victimized even by her own Dalit community also. She faces 

triple marginalization economic oppression, gender subordination and caste discrimination. 

Clutched in the jaws of patriarchy, she is abused, raped and beaten frequently.  

 

 Thangam is treated as a ‘body’ in this novel. Time and again she is assaulted physically, 

verbally and sexually not only by upper caste patriarchs but by the womanizers of her own 

community too. After the death of her husband she becomes a ‘surplus woman’ for her brothers-

in-law and they force her to become a prostitute. Even her right on share of land is rejected on 

the basis of her infertile ‘body’ which could not produce child. She can get share of property 

only if her ‘body’ can satisfy their lust. As she tells to Kathamuthu, 

“My husband’s brother tried to force me, but I never gave in. they 

wouldn’t give me my husband’s land, but wanted me to be a 

whore for them!I wouldn’t give in. . . .” (7) 

 But she is unable to save her body from the jaws of hierarchy. Devoid of money, the destitute 

and dispossessed Thangam moves outside her home to earn her livelihood by working as a 

laborer in the fields of an upper class landlord Paranjothi Udayar and there she is raped by him. 

She narrates,  
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Dalit literature is experience – based. This ‘anubhava’ (experience) takes precedence over 

‘anumana’ (speculation). Thus to Dalit writers, history is not illusionary or unreal as Hindu 

metaphysical theory may make one to believe. That is why authenticity and liveliness have 

become hallmarks of Dalit literature. These writers make use of the language of the out-castes 

and under-privileged in Indian society. Shame, anger, sorrow and indomitable hope are the stuff  

of Dalit literature. Because of the anger against the age-old oppression, the expressions of the 

Dalit writers have become sharp. 

 

P. Sivakami is one of the earliest Tamil Dalit writers to draw attention to the dual 

oppression of Dalit women on account of gender and caste at the hands of upper caste men and 

Dalit men. She was initially an IAS officer, but gave up her job to become a full time writer in 

2008. Her first book, “The grip of change”, translated in 2000 is based on patriarchy in Dalit 

society. Dalit patriarchy is an important subject of concern in Tamil Dalit literature. Sivakami’s 

novel prepared the ground for a sustained critique of domestic violence and abuse of Dalit 

women at home by Dalit men- fathers, brothers, sons, fathers-in-law, brothers-in-law, apart from 

the sexual and occupational harassment faced by them outside their homes at the hands of upper 

caste men and the police. In her second novel, “Anandayi” (1992), Sivakami focuses on the 

violent exploitation of a woman’s body and points out how family as an institution is embedded 

in patriarchal, oppressive system, that are blatantly unjust to women. Dalit women’s sexuality 

(whether as a daughter, wife or beloved) is severely contained and repressed. She points out, “In 

the society that is known as mainstream, the problems of Dalit women are considered separatist. 

They face the worst expressions of male chauvinistic society- atrocities like raping, profiling, 

physical assault and murder… They reflect the general bias at the grassroots against women, as 

in tribal societies…” She further adds, “when we talk of women’s empowerment, we give 

priority to those who live below the poverty line- malnourished and poor women. Even in that 

respect, Dalit women are the worst affected.” She feels that the concept of education for Dalit 

women is yet to take root in society. “Consequently, Dalit feminists who speak for their women 

and spearhead causes like inter-caste marriages, are often branded separatists. They may be on 

the periphery, but they ironically form the core issues because they speak for large numbers who 



 

              Scholar Critic                                            ISSN 2348 – 6937 (Print)                                                                                         

                    Vol-03, Issue-01, April 2016                                               ISSN 2348 – 6945 (Online) 
 
 

159 

Sivakami’s The Grip of Change, A Representive Voice Of The Voiceless: 

 A Study 

Dr.A.Selvam,       V.Matheeswari, 
Associate Prof and Head of the Depat, Engl,  Associate Prof and Head of the Depat, Engl, 

 N.M.S.S Vellaichamy Nadar College,   N.M.S.S Vellaichamy Nadar College, 

Nagamalai, Madurai.      Nagamalai, Madurai. 

Dalit literature, or literature about the Dalits, an oppressed Indian caste under the Indian 

caste system, forms an important and distinct part of Indian literature. Dalit literature emerged in 

the 1960s, starting with the Marathi language, and soon appeared in Hindi, Kannada, Telugu and 

Tamil languages, through narratives such as poems, short stories, and, most , autobiographies, 

which stood out due to their stark portrayal of reality and the Dalit political scene.  

Dalit Literature is, in fact, the writings that are about dalits. Dalit (Oppressed or broken) 

is not a new word. Apparently, it was used in the 1930s as a Hindi and Marathi translation of 

‘depressed classes’, a term the British used for what are now called the Scheduled Castes. In 

1970s the ‘Dalit Panthers’ revived the term and expanded its reference to include scheduled 

tribes, poor peasants, women and all those being exploited politically, economically and in the 

name of religion. So Dalit is not a caste. It is a symbol of change and revolution.  The Primary 

motive of Dalit literature is the liberation of dalits. Sprouted out of a Progressive movement 

called Little Magazine which was a kind of rebellious manifestation of the educated youth, the 

Dalit youths found inspiration in the movement of blacks in the distant land of North America; 

their black literature and Black Panther became the role models of sorts for them. This protest 

gained its first expression in the form of a new literature called Dalit Literature. 

Poems, short stories, novels and autobiographies written by Dalit writers provided useful 

insights on the question of Dalit identity. Dalit writers shocked the readers with crude language 

and graphic descriptions. In “Apne Apne Pinjare”, Mohandas Naimishray talked about his 

experiences living in Delhi's red-light area GB Road. Surajpal Chauhan in “Tiraskrit” described 

the killing of a pig at a Dalit wedding. The idea was to confront the middle class readers with a 

reality they didn't wish to acknowledge. 
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The circumstances narrated in the story are the outcome of double consciousness, the sense of 

always looking at one’s self and measuring one’s soul through the eyes of others – Usha’s and 

Pranab’s looking at themselves through the perspectives of American culture as well as Deborah 

looking through Bengali culture – results into the conflict of twoness. At the end of the story, this 

self imposed twoness leads them nowhere. Pranab strives to impose the perspectives of white 

community upon himself for twenty three years of marriage, and ultimately out of inferiority 

complex and double consciousness, longs for a Bengali woman to fall in love with and destroys 

his family. Usha, however, realizes the importance of balancing between her native perspectives 

and her self-imposed American perspectives. Deborah had no regret of double consciousness, for 

maybe it was an integration of two opposite identities positively for her, but it wasn’t the case for 

her husband. 
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grip on her tighten when she would say from time to time, “Don’t think you’ll get away with 

marrying an American, the way Pranab Kaku did” (Lahiri 75). The more her mother puts 

restrictions on her, the more she finds pleasure in disobeying her:  

“I [Usha] began keeping other secrets from her [my mum], evading her with the 

aid of my friends. I told her I was sleeping over at a friend’s when really I went to 

parties, drinking beer and allowing boys to kiss me and fondle my breasts and 

press their ejections against my hip as we lay groping on a sofa or a back seat of a 

car…I learned to scream back, telling her that she was pathetic, that she knew 

nothing about me, and it was clear to us both that I had stopped needing her, 

definitively and abruptly, just as Pranab Kaku had” (Lahiri 76-77).  

In Usha’s case, this may be the consequence of the popular club culture, prevailing among the 

second generation Indian American youngsters or a reaction to the first generation immigrants’ 

imposing the ethnic culture on second generation immigrants, where sex is a moral taboo. After 

twenty three years of marriage, Pranab, as a minority living in a white community, has started 

suffering from inferiority complex, caused by double consciousness. He found himself under 

great pressure, which finally leads him towards an affair with a married Bengali woman and 

destruction of two families.  

By narrating the story of Pranab, Usha realizes the importance of balancing her native Indian 

culture and her prevailing American cultures, her past and present life and also learns to 

negotiate her relationship with her mother:  

“My mother and I had also made peace; she had accepted the fact that I was not 

only her daughter but a child of America as well. Slowly, she accepted that I 

dated one American man, and then another, and then yet another, that I slept with 

them, and even that I lived with one though we were not married. She welcomed 

my boyfriends into our home and when things didn’t work out she told me I 

would find someone better” (Lahiri 81-82).  
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also strictly American, “with a cake and a minister and Deborah in a long white dress and veil” 

(Lahiri 72). In the marriage, of all the Bengalis Pranab knew, he invited only Usha’s family. 

When he and his wife give birth to twin daughters, “The girls were named Srabani and Sabitri 

but were called Bonny and Sara…who barely looked Bengali and spoke only English and were 

being raised so differently…They were not taken to Calcutta every summer, they did not have 

parents who were clinging to another way of life and exhorting their children to do the same” 

(Lahiri 74-75). They celebrate Thanksgiving, “the ritual of a large sit-down dinner and the foods 

that one was supposed to eat was lost on them” (Lahiri 77) and other American holidays other 

than observe Indian traditional ones. So by now Pranab transforms into a completely westernized 

person. As Usha was in her teenage years and Influenced by Pranab and Deborah, finds her 

parents misfit for the American celebrations. She expresses, “Normally, my parents did not 

celebrate Thanksgiving…They treated it as if it were Memorial Day or Veterans Day- just 

another holiday in the American year” (Lahiri 77). 
 

Usha gradually becomes a disobedient American-Indian young woman, who started assimilating 

American values and ideologies, causing much anxiety to her mother, the conventional preserver 

of cultural purity. This story gives voice to schism that has been developing between first and 

second generations. Usha’s increasing anticipation and liking for Deborah over her mother 

indicates her attachment towards the dominant culture of the country where she is born and 

brought up. As Usha feels:  
 

“The more my mother began to resent Deborah’s visits, the more I began to 

anticipate them. I fell in love with Deborah, the way young girls often fall in love 

with women who are not their mothers. I longed for her casual appearance…with 

Deborah I had a companion…Deborah and I spoke freely in English, a language 

in which, by that age, I expressed myself more easily than Bengali, which I was 

required to speak at home” (Lahiri 69). 
 

Like any other American child, Usha demands privacy and freedom and dislikes her mother’s 

interference in her life. She “learned to scream back [on her mother], telling her that she was 

pathetic, that she knew nothing about [her]” (Lahiri 76). She started feeling that her mother’s 
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Pranab Chakraborty are the Indian Americans, who live an exiled life also struggle with double 

consciousness. They feel that their identity is split into various segments and they are constantly 

striving for a unified identity by persistently trying to reunite the two cultures that constitute their 

identity. They recognize India as a country of their origin and America as a host country where 

they rediscover themselves in order to survive. In the host country, they begin to unconsciously 

assimilate with the prejudices and values against the minority communities and suffer from 

inferiority, which consequently develops into self-hatred and self degradation. The story begins 

when Usha remembers the experience of her Indian family in Boston with a young man, Pranab, 

who alone migrates from India for his graduation. Usha’s family gives him shelter and feeds him 

daily. Usha’s mother starts liking him and even falls in love with him because of his young age 

and a lot of common interest with her. However, after graduation, Pranab almost gets detached 

with Usha’s family, abandons the Indian American community and marries an American girl 

named Deborah without his family’s consent. As Usha’s mother expresses about Pranab to 

another Bengali woman, “He used to be so different. I don’t understand how a person can change 

so suddenly. It’s just hell-heaven, the difference” (Lahiri 68-69).  

Deborah represents white double consciousness in the story. She took it enthusiastically, when 

Pranab taught her to appreciate in Bengali “khub bhalo and aacha and to pick up certain foods 

with her fingers instead of with a fork” (Lahiri 68). She took interest in learning Bengali and 

frequently asked Usha how to say this or that in Bengali. After marriage, she tried to get Pranab 

to reconcile with his parents and encouraged him to maintain ties with other Bengalis. Usha’s 

mother from the beginning knew that the marriage of Pranab and Deborah would not last long 

for Deborah would ditch Pranab one day, but it was Pranab, the culprit. After twenty three years 

of their marriage, Pranab leads himself towards an affair with a married Bengali woman and 

destruction of two families. Deborah in her forties, completely shattered by the betrayal of her 

husband, turned to Usha’s mother to weep out her pain for their hearts were broken by the same 

man. 

Pranab becomes a completely Americanized person after marriage, detached with Indianness. He 

hardly cared about his parents’ consent for his marriage with an American girl. His marriage was 
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intellectuals collect all the historical determinations which have conditioned them 

and place themselves in a thoroughly “universal perspective” (Fanon 155).  

In Fanon’s point of view, the heights of the irony is when the colonized intellectuals fight to 

liberate their own people from the colonizers, they adopt the ways and actions of their colonizers 

themselves. Fanon also reinforce his point that these colonized intellectuals regain their 

indigenous perspective only when they return to their general people. In other words, the 

colonized intellectuals who try to liberate their people, themselves get liberated in true sense by 

their own people. Fanon argues that liberation includes evaluating colonized perspective through 

native perspective, it means that to liberate self the colonized people should not forget the 

perspectives of colonizers, but they should not be dominated by or limited to the perspective of 

colonizers.  

Other writers on colonialism such as Albert Memmi also revealed the issues of double 

consciousness in his book The Colonizer and the Colonized:  

“The candidate for assimilation almost always comes to tire of the exorbitant 

price which he must pay and which he never finishes owing…[H]e has assumed 

all the accusations and condemnations of the colonizer, that he is becoming 

accustomed to looking at his own people through the eyes of their procurer” 

(123). 

A Brazilian educator Paulo Reglus Neves Freire expresses his views about double consciousness, 

focusing the colonizers and the whites, who put into implementation the perspectives of the 

dominated, marginalized and suppressed communities, which can be introduced as white double 

consciousness. Freire argues that just as colonized intellectuals can visualize their colonized 

perspectives from other perspectives, so too can whites or colonizers can visualize themselves 

from other perspectives.  
 

In “Hell-Heaven”, one of the stories from Jhumpa Lahiri’s collection Unaccustomed Earth, both, 

the narrator of the story, a young girl named Usha and her guest from India, a young man, 
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published book Souls of Black Folk. Regarding double consciousness of African Americans, W. 

E. B. Du Bois asserts in this book: 
 

“After the Egyptian and Indian, the Greek and Roman, the Teuton and 

Mongolian, the Negro is a sort of seventh son, born with a veil, and gifted with 

second-sight in this American world—a world which yields him no true self-

consciousness, but only lets him see himself through the revelation of the other 

world. It is a peculiar sensation, this double-consciousness, this sense of always 

looking at one's self through the eyes of others, of measuring one's soul by the 

tape of a world that looks on in amused contempt and pity. One ever feels his 

twoness, - an American, a Negro; two souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled 

strivings; two warring ideals in one dark body, whose dogged strength alone 

keeps it from being torn asunder” (3).  
 

Here DuBois endeavours to clarify that the African American community is so much under the 

influence of the outside community that they started to visualize themselves from the 

perspectives of the outsiders. Consequently their lots of time and energy are consumed in 

negotiating and enduring the conflicts between these two antagonistic identities i.e. their own 

identity and imposed or self-imposed identity by the outsiders. This sense of twoness, as DuBois 

calls ‘double consciousness’, may be an integration of two opposite identities positively.  

This is not merely the case with African Americans, as expressed by Frantz Fanon in his books 

The Wretched of the Earth and Black Skin White Masks, for viewing themselves through the 

perspectives of others is also encountered in the case of colonized population. However, 

superficially Fanon rejects the idea of connection of DuBois’s ‘double consciousness’ with the 

colonized population, he writes: 

“Speaking as an Algerian and a Frenchman”… Stumbling over the need to 

assume two nationalities, two determinations, the intellectual who is Arab and 

French..., if he wants to be sincere with himself, chooses the negation of one of 

these two determinations. Usually, unwilling or unable to choose, these 
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Abstract: 

 

Before investigating the notion of double consciousness in one of the short stories of 
Jhumpa Lahiri “Hell-Heaven” from her short story collection Accustomed Earth, the 
research paper endeavours to note the sense of double consciousness by various 
sociologists and theorists such as William Edward Burghardt DuBois, Frantz Fanon, 
Albert Memmi and Paulo Reglus Neves Freire. DuBois endeavours to clarify the concept 
of double consciousness in the context of the African American community that is so 
much under the influence of the outside community that they visualize themselves from 
the perspectives of the outsiders and constantly in conflict between two antagonistic 
identities i.e. their own identity and imposed or self-imposed identity by the outsiders. 
Frantz Fanon discusses the same concept of double consciousness in the context of the 
colonized population, which is again sustained by Albert Memmi i.e. colonized 
community influenced by the perspectives of the colonizers. Freire expresses his views 
about double consciousness in a contrary manner, which can be introduced as white 
double consciousness. In “Hell-Heaven”, both, the narrator of the story, a young girl 
named Usha and her guest from India, a young man, Pranab Chakraborty are the Indian 
Americans, who live an exiled life also struggle with double consciousness. Deborah, 
Pranab’s American wife, represents the white double consciousness in the story. 

Key Words: Double consciousness, Diaspora. 

 
William Edward Burghardt Du Bois first promoted the conception of ‘double consciousness’ in 

the context of Afro-American, in his essay “Strivings of the Negro People”, published in an 

American magazine, The Atlantic Monthly in late 1897. Later on the same essay with minor 

modification, became the introductory chapter entitled “Of Our Spiritual Strivings” of his lately 
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text, Morrison implies that the soil that is inherently racist would never give a chance to Black 

people to grow and survive. Thus Morrison’s literary text became pluralistic that calls for the 

renewal and revision of reading the literary texts and the historical texts which portray only the 

mainstream history. 
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their culture deserved to be celebrated. Reed (1989) felt that the Black aesthetic was too 

prescriptive and narrowly political. In the 1980s and 90s, a new literary generation appeared, 

influenced both by the Black aesthetic and the New Breed. They have declared themselves as the 

New Black Aesthetics. 

Through The Bluest Eye, Morrison offers the cultural values of African American tradition. 

Trudier Harris (1995) says:  

The problem arises when African Americans adopt values from the larger white 

American culture. Blond hair and blue eyes are not the norm for the black people, yet 

light skin and keen features become the measure of beauty for Pecola, who believes that 

she will be accepted and loved only when she has the bluest eyes of all (326). 

Further, Pecola’s family fails to live up to the idealized image of the American nuclear family as 

reflected in the story book lives of Dick and Jane. Therefore, the Black people, who are uprooted 

from the rich tradition and culture of Africa, have struggled hard to survive in the strange and 

hostile culture of American soil. They suppressed their own values and suffered the cruel pangs 

of alienation. Morrison speaks for these people who lost their own cultural heritage and self for 

their mere survival in America. 

The narrative style that Morrison has taken up to illustrate the pain of a Black girl in White 

America reflects Morrison’s powerful craft of narrating the reality as a story. The Bluest Eye is 

told by a narrator who is still a child that the world is seen through the eyes of a little Black girl 

named Claudia. The text begins with a small passage from the Dick and Jane primer. It is 

repeated without standard punctuation or capitalization but closely resembles the passage. It is 

repeated in the third passage but runs together without spaces or distinction between words. The 

first version signifies the standard White family, the second signifies the struggling Black family 

and the third signifies the damaged Black family of Pecola. 

Further the text has four seasons as its chapter headings. This indicates that the events described 

under each chapter is not all about a particular family of a particular historical period, but the 

events will happen again in present as well in future like all four seasons. Therefore through the 
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Revision and rewriting of the cultural hegemony of the colonizers have become a major strategy 

of the writers in the third world countries. They have taken up images and narratives to explain 

their cultural problems, hopes and obsessions. Their works reflect, refract and try to work 

through contemporaneous issues, anxieties and struggles. They use post structuralism and new 

historicism to question universalisms of Euro-centric writings. The new historicist approach 

becomes a powerful strategy for such writers to decolonize and do away with oppressive 

structures. 

The analysis of Morrison’s text The Bluest Eye shows revisions of some of the perceptions of 

several historians regarding the Black familial and social issues. Morrison’s text elaborately 

discusses the cultural phase of the long history of the Black suffering. She brings out the 

people’s struggles more than the heroes of history by telling the everyday stories of everyday 

people. ‘Thick description’ in new historicism has emerged from Clifford Geertz’s (1973) 

anthropological studies. It provides a new way to think about culture in literary and historical 

texts. Thick description is the way in which societies create meaning through symbols and offer a 

specific content for it and magnify the trivial events, so that they gain high priority. Actually it is 

meant to thicken our knowledge about the events and to fill the previous omissions. It is a way of 

adding layers to the events written in texts. Louis Montrose (1992) says: 

Thick description might be more accurately described as an ‘interpretive narration’; it 

seizes on an event, performance, or other practice and, through the interrogation of its 

minute particulars, seeks to reveal the ethos of an alien culture (399).  

The main tendency is to uncover the ideological commitments in the texts. It is deeply interested 

in looking at the way the texts represent the directions and values of any culture in a prevailing 

social system in order to provide the texts as evidences of the basic cultural pattern. 

During the early part of the 19th century the Afro Americans have formulated racial aesthetic 

which means that the general artistic rules are based on ethnic concerns and preoccupations. In 

the 1960s, this racial aesthetic has become a highly self-conscious formulation and it was then 

called Black aesthetic. In the 1970s, many writers of the New Breed rebelled against Black 

Aesthetic. These writers believed that it was not only Blacks who needed more attention but also 
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Freeman’s speech in the Convocation touched upon several problems of teaching English 

literature and language. He said: 

We are told the study of literature ‘cultivates the taste, educates the sympathies and 

enlarges the mind’. These are all excellent things, only we cannot examine tastes and 

sympathies. Examiners must have technical and positive information to examine (Barry 

2002:14)  

Freeman’s question was ‘what is meant by distinguishing literature from language if by literature 

is meant the study of great books, ant not mere chatter about Shelley?’ Freeman won the 

argument. Literature had to be studied along with language; otherwise it would not be an 

academic subject at all. When English course was finally set up at Oxford in 1894, it contained a 

very heavy element of historical language study.  

A greater sense of direction was given to English in the Cambridge English school in the 1920s. 

I.A.Richards pioneered the technique called Practical Criticism and it made a close study of 

literature possible by isolating the text from history and context. The second pioneer from 

Cambridge was William Empson. He published a book in 1930 with the title Seven Types of 

Ambiguity. He says: “Language is really a very slippery medium indeed: when we handle 

language we need to be aware that the whole thing is likely to explode into meanings we hadn’t 

suspected of being there at all (1930:30).   

I.A.Richards’s decontextualised approach to literature became the norm in Britain from the 

1930s to the 1970s as practical criticism and in America as the ‘New Criticism’. Then, by the 

late 1970s and early 1980s, new critical approaches namely structuralism and Post structuralism 

became popular. The questions that these two approaches centered upon concerned matters of 

language and philosophy, rather than history or context. Then, in the early 1980s two new forms 

of political and historical criticism emerged respectively new historicism from America and 

cultural materialism from Britain, aiming to integrate literary and historical study. New historical 

perception is that history as a written record is contaminated with the perception of the writer and 

that it affords ample scope for correcting perceptions. Revised views on language consider 

history as writing that encases the perceptions of the writer.  
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This article is motivated by the necessity to bring out the concept of Pluralism and 

Multiculturalism in the literary texts of the Afro American Writer, Toni Morrison. It is an 

attempt to bring a new approach to the reading of literary texts not merely for fictional and 

imaginative pleasures but for the understanding of the socio cultural behavior of an individual 

across the borders. In this perception literary texts are not anymore imaginary creations to be 

read in leisure time, but active texts, debating actualities, invigorating and investigating the 

historical events of a race or a country.  

The term Literary Pluralism entails two different types of phenomena: critical pluralism and 

aesthetic pluralism. The critical pluralism results from the co-existence of more and more 

readings of the same canonical works. The aesthetic pluralism refers to the ever growing number 

of modern texts that are intentionally different in styles, forms, situations and structures. This 

article takes up for analysis how Toni Morrison, the Afro American writer, attempts to correct 

the perceptions of social as well as cultural factors of Black life through her literary texts. 

The strategies of Pluralism and multiculturalism have influenced the teaching of English 

literature of the day. In the beginning, during the first quarter of the nineteenth century, there 

were only two universities in England, Oxford and Cambridge. These were divided into small 

individual colleges which were run like monastic institutions and students had to be Anglican 

communicants. So the study of English literature is being seen as a kind of substitute for religion. 

The conventional reading of the origins of the subject of English begins with Mathew Arnold in 

the 1950s and reaches its height with the publication of the Newbolt Report on the Teaching of 

English in England in 1921. In the last quarter of the nineteenth century, there was a vigorous 

discussion and campaigning to establish a chair in English at Oxford. In 1887, Edward 
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as unavoidable in any corner of the world.   History, Aristotle warns us, “relates what has 

happened,” and poetry/epic “what may happen.” Buck’s novel carries a greater truth than the 

chronicle of one shot events. Its tale has a larger validity, for it can as well be read as an 

extended allegory of the fates of all families, Japanese, Indian, or American. 
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morality , the Chinese novel developed out of the interests of common people.(Cevasco, George 

A. Pearl Buck and the Chinese Novel. Asian Studies (December 1967), 437- 50.) In the view of 

Cevasco, it is only about the china society where we could not find the humanity and a proper life 

with idealistic values. But in every society of any country there is chance for the characteristics of 

people as the decision we take at the situation to mark ourselves as good or bad. The author 

shows the differentiation in the history and the cultures of the families without synchronise each 

and other. Between the two families of Wang Lung and his uncle Hwang, the back grounds of the 

families will be altered at the end of the novel because of their culture they follow. Wang, with 

the humanistic values, root out the poverty they have in at the beginning of the novel where as 

Hwang, with addiction of opium and laziness the family looses the status of born with silver 

spoon in their mouths. In the same way O-lan is traditional woman and other women characters 

from other families like slaves and becoming as concubines as per situations. Sometimes they are 

shown as thieves and opium takers. And the most observing aspect is declining the westernization 

at the end where as the passion about it in the beginning. Even in my view, China still have the 

commitment of unattached attitude to any kind of harming culture of other peoples and the 

passion to build up their potentiality to find and follow their national roots of morality. Pearl, 

with great bondages of China people, she elucidates the historical and cultural uniqueness 

comparing with western societies.  

 

Conclusion: 

 My study made me to understand about the novel as the window of the life in the 

contemporary societies with effect of the personal experiences and the observations in China, 

America and other peoples in the world. And it is a significance to understand the predicaments 

of human being as per the changing roles and changing times in the life. It does not matter 

whether rich or poor but it is matter of the vision of people to prepare ourselves towards a good 

path cementing our positive aspects and removing the thorns of the negative and evil spirits in 

the minds of human. There are no frontiers for good and evil, success and failure in the world. It 

is inevitable to bear the fruit of our deeds with a great fore sight and without any self 

introspection. Hence, I consider the perceptions and the cycling of human life in The Good Earth 
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Peter’s fine biography situates Buck’s career in the social and personal changes that took place 

during her life time. He describes Buck’s decision to put her writing first:  

“Under the combined pressure of persona; and political disappointments, 

Pearl was divided against herself. She was still groping with the pain of 

her falling marriage and the guilt she felt in Carol’s illness and her own 

sterility... She had begun to realise that, because she was a woman, she 

was less likely to be taken seriously as a writer and professional than 

male colleagues...Like most women in her generation who became 

discontented with the gendered status quo, she did not yet have a 

vocabulary in which to describe an alternative. Nonetheless, she had 

decided that she would only survive by recreating herself as an 

independent person.”(Conn, Peter. Pearl S. Buck: A Cultural Biography. 

New York: Cambridge University Press, 1996.)  

In The Good Earth all the female characters are shown under the oppression by men. And 

the male child is very fond of the society than female children as we have in India also the 

discrimination in many areas. O-Lan is only meant for yielding children and taking care of them 

in the entire novel. The female roles like Wang Lung’ aunt, Lotus Flower, Cuckoo and Pearl 

Blossom are portrayed in the filthy manner. All the situations in the work, shows the nature of the 

society about the partial opinion. Every male character is like responsible and faithful where as 

female as subordinates with unaccepted views. But, in the society as per my observation the 

consideration according to the individual capabilities in our country and other nations but it is 

being indentified some time as gender bias. 

The diversity in history and culture:  

The critical analysis of The Good Earth shows multi thematic views and personal 

perceptions of scholars, critics and the readers. Some views as the portrait of common farmer of 

China and some as the universal story of human being. And another interpretations as the culture 

of china, having no values and morality. By some other critics it is a realistic piece of work about 

china people. In the insightful piece, Cevasco evaluate Buck’s novels about China in terms of the 

definitions she proposed to characterize  the traditional Chinese novel as lacking in value and 
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nation of the world war extremely distorted. Most Americans thought of China as a mystical and 

thought of their customs as savage and inscrutable. The novel changed all that. Early readers of 

the novel recognized something familiar in it and responded enthusiastically. 

Wang Lung’s indefatigable spirit and O-Lan’s stoicism and extreme industry resonated with the 

American reader’s belief in self-determinism. The Good Earth also provided early twentieth-

Century readers with a frame work for understanding Chinese practice that Americans viewed as 

peculiar. Infanticide, foot-being, and concubinage while still unsettling, were demystified by 

being presented in context.  

 

The contrast in the characters in the culture:  

 In the novel, as every reader observes as the universal story of common man, the realistic 

social structure with multiple attitudes  of the characters is the central identification and the 

regular predicaments of the people in the world in different situations. Wang Lung is very 

hardworking, optimist, self esteemed with a great flexibility. And his sons are quite opposite in 

their thinking and leading life. Wang Lung’s uncle with his lazy and corrupt mind loses his 

complete property and quest for the shelter at Wang. O-Lan plays the role as a stoic, hard 

working and self- sacrificing wife of Wang Lung and a woman of few words, thoughtful, 

persuasive, and wise. She feels very proud herself that gave birth to children having her own 

family boundaries. But, the character of Lotus flower is shown as a prostitute in a tea house. She 

casts a spell over Wang Lung and she becomes his much spoiled concubine. Pearl Blossom, like 

O-Lan, is sold for slavery in the house of Wang Lung and she becomes his concubine at the end 

of the novel. She is very interested at the quite devotion of old men than the fiery passion of 

young men. 

The feministic oppression:  

 In the most of the novels of Buck, she shows the oppression on women by the domination 

of men giving no priority for woman even in the domestic sharing and social concerns. As we 

observe in the ancient days of India that women had no role in the life cycle other than yielding 

children. Pearl S Buck herself faced the problem in her own life and bemoaned that woman was 

not given any importance in area of human life like political, economy, literature etcetera. Conn 
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understand the ancient life style of the nations like India, Pakistan, Afghanistan and China. Every 

activity of socio-cultural reflects its history. So the literary authors want to show us the roots of 

some nations through the societal structure and through their rituals. Some time, we can identify 

the great pattern in their way of living and dealing. 

In this view, Pearl S. Buck portrays much identification of China and the other nations in 

The Good Earth. The novel is identified as ‘Novel of China and America’. The quotation itself 

denotes that the novel is between two cultures. In the internal description of the novel, Buck 

emphasises on the protagonist Wang Lung as a realistic character showing his steadfast to the 

belief that everything comes from the good earth. Doan, in his words: 

“Much as she likes them [the characters], she sees in them both the good 

and the bad qualities. Wang Lung is a good enough farmer. He does not 

forget to burn incense before his gods upon his wedding day, but he also 

can blaspheme against them and curse them for sending no rain during the 

great drought.” ( Doan-Cao. The Image of the Chinese Family in Pearl 

buck’s Novels. Saigon: Duc- Sinh, 1964.) 

 While its themes are universal, The Good Earth’s subject, the life of a rural China farmer 

and his wife, had been largely ignored in both English and Chinese literature at the time of its 

publications. Wang Lung and O-Lan are unforgettable characters-sympathetic, flawed, and most 

important, not reducible to a stoic “type.” Just when we think we fully know Wang Lung and O-

Lan, Buck shows us yet another side of them seem more real and deepening our appreciation for 

their humanity. 

 The Good Earth is a historically important novel because it demystified China for 

America and the countless other countries where the book appeared, either in English or in 

translation. But beyond its historical significance, The Good Earth endures because it remains us, 

once again, that despite our differences in language, culture and religion-there are certain 

qualities that we share as humans. In our increasingly fractured world, this is a lesson worth 

remembering. 

 At the time The Good Earth appeared in the United States, Chinese citizens had been 

barred from immigrating there for four decades and Americans’ understanding of the largest 
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Abstract: 

To understand a society, we depend upon the history and culture of it. In a 
society, there are different kinds of historical and cultural back grounds of internal groups 
in a society. It is known that on the aspects of the social back grounds, there will be the 
status of the groups in the society with individual principles. We can certainly say that we 
can estimate the current behavioural roots of the people in the area as per the history of 
the society or state or country. In the view only, Pearl S. Buck emphasizes on the cultural 
and behavioural differences in the families of Wang Lung and Hwang and between the c 
China and western countries. The differences are mainly focussed on the life style of the 
people in their culture, economy and industrialisation. It is understood that the growth of 
a person or a family or any country will be as per their cultural impression. Some time the 
rich becomes poor and the poor becomes rich because of their societal behaviour and 
their behavioural changes.  

We often say that ‘Literature is the window of society.’ The sentence has many 
interpretations that (i) literature is the course of human mind (ii) the series of human 
experiences and (iii) the different stages of man with integrated illustrations in the world. 
In such a way Buck reveals many themes besides the cultural and historical concepts in 
the Good Earth like oppression of woman, addiction to opium and poverty. Observing all 
the predicaments in the china society Buck shows the discrimination in the living aspects 
of the people in universal way. Hence I would like to present the inner views of the 
author in the novel with my perceptions. 

 

Introduction: 

Every country has its own history and culture in the world. The life style and the 

behavioural aspects resemble the history and the culture of the people in the nation. The futility 

of a nation economically and sociologically depends upon the two things. In this way, we can 
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the learner enough time and creates a relaxing environment which facilitates in learning. 

Technology has brought in visual aspects like images, videos, texts, audios into education, 

making it more vibrant, creative, and encouraging active participation. In a non-native English 

speaking context e-learning has been a practical way of involving and motivating students in 

language learning process. E- learning has re-defined our outlook  ---- the way language is 

taught, and also the way it has enabled the teaching community to perform better.  
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ugh`, idiot`), HIFW ( How I felt when), IMO( in my opinion), PAW (Parents are watching), 

ADN (any day now), BRB(be right back), BC (be cool), CU( see you)  are no big threat like the 

word condensation, n (and), afr( after) d (the), luk( look), den( then), u (you), tht (that), ur( your),  

v (we). These condensations of the words have crept into the students’ formal writing, which 

might be a matter of concern for most teachers as they might prove a big hindrance in their 

professional career.  In our endeavour to provide authentic experiences to students, which gives 

them an exposure to learning things  from a class room to real life, this texting language has 

made them incapable of framing a grammatically correct sentence. The SMS language has 

instead given them a pride that they enjoy a language that adults cannot comprehend.  

 Dalton (2009) implied from his research result that “teachers should change their role into 

`facilitator` rather than a `giver of knowledge` and promote more group work and relaxing 

learning environments”. The above mentioned tools would in a great way contribute to such 

relaxing learning environments, but it also poses a challenge before us. Are our teachers 

equipped enough with the skills to deal with the smart classes?  Most of us are in a stage of 

transition from the chalk and talk method to using the e-learning tools. The digital gap created 

here is not between the students who come from differing backgrounds, but it’s between teachers 

and students. Students are better exposed to the advancements in technology, which might pose a 

challenge for teachers to keep abreast of the changing mindset of students.  Organizing and 

attending a number of conferencing and seminars on the new trends of learning languages would 

help teachers keep themselves updated and equipped with the current ideologies in teaching 

language and the impact of technology on teaching. The teacher being a moderator would play a 

prominent role in planning, organizing, analyzing, co-ordinating in a student centred setup as 

learning through internet mediated tools is challenging because what the learners acquire through 

the use of internet is less under the control of the teacher.    

Conclusion 

E-learning tools have made learning interesting by breaking from the conventional system of 

lecture method.   Since the tools of e-learning are self- paced, it is highly beneficial as it gives 
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language teaching situation in many parts of the country today says M.V. Nadkarni in his paper 

on `English in Mother tongue Medium Education`. 

To surmount such obstacles that vernacular can influence, a teacher can create a Learner Blog, 

where students would have their own personal space. Activities showing the clear differences 

between the structures, grammar rule, phonetics between the vernacular and English can be 

posted here in the Learners Blog. Such exercises should assisted by vernacular experts. Since the 

teachers would be addressing the heterogeneous section in the class, these activities on blog after 

classes could prove very helpful and beneficial for students who are from the mother tongue 

medium to learn and understand English better. 

Educators should inspire students to take up more online activities. Instil in them the importance 

of the language and through the use of technology also prove how these tools are a great and a 

fun way of learning a language.  

Challenges 

Technology has no doubt brought about a great transition in the way language is taught. Some 

educators feel the threat of cyber slang that might damage the students writing acumen and also 

hamper the language structure.  David Crystal (2008) had a very positive view about the texting 

language. He says the texting language does not erode children’s ability to read and write, on the 

contrary, literacy improves. He further talks about the findings of a team at Coventry University, 

who feel a strong positive links between the use of text language and the skills underlying 

success in Standard English in pre-teenage children. He feels the children who had more 

abbreviations in their message had a tendency to score more. He also feels that children could 

not be good at texting if they had not already developed considerable literary awareness.  

 Nearly after a decade what bothers us today is the condensation of each word, and it’s usually 

done with the sense of self righteousness.  Many feel that replacing emoticons for an emotion 

can clog creativity of a student to use an appropriate word to express it. The many cyber slang 

like LOL (laugh out loud), AMA (ask me anything), DM( direct message), Face palm (short for ` 
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Skype 

Skype is a welcoming change from the traditional mode of communication. This technology has 

opened up avenues and unlimited possibilities to collaborate, encourage, interact, connect, share 

and learn a foreign language in an effective way. Teachers can mentor the learners through 

Skype classes. To bring an example here, one of our senior professors from the department of 

Cultural Studies delivers his lectures thrice a week for the post graduate students in Amritapuri, 

Kerala through Skype. Similarly, such video conferencing, and Skype lecture can be taken up to 

teach language. Although it is a challenge to link long distance exchanges to students in a single 

classroom, it has been greatly successful.  

Blog 

 Merriam Webster Dictionary defines Blog as a website that contains online personal reflections, 

comments, and often hyperlinks provided by the writer. One of the prominent reasons for using 

this tool would be to give the real audience for the writing. The teacher can create a Class Blog 

for her class. She can send invites to all her students through e-mail. Teacher can initiate a 

discussion by asking her students to contribute on a topic of current affairs. The focus of the 

teacher here need not be to critically analyse the discussion, but to beckon students to participate 

and interact in a less pressurized space. The focus here could be to impel students to form 

grammatically correct sentences. Eventually it boosts a lot of confidence in students to post a 

comment and help them in developing and collaborating discussions on the topic. 

At the lower primary level the medium of education in India has always been the mother tongue 

or regional language. Most of our mother tongue enthusiasts would tolerate the teaching of 

English at certain stages and in some form since they cannot deny in theory the usefulness of 

English as our `window on the world` as the language of technical and specialized information. 

In several states students are allowed to take English as one of the school subjects, either there is 

no obligation that they pass in the subject or grace marks are awarded liberally. Thus the only 

immediate motivation most students have for studying any subject well is removed. The 

disastrous consequence of this ill-conceived `liberalism` can be easily seen in the English 
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Twitter 

It is another effective tool for practicing and learning English. The teacher can inspire her 

students to follow twitter for the news in English language, and follow a few authors and writers 

to keep themselves updated on the current issues. Students can also be encouraged to try tweets 

in English as a part of practice. The teacher can keep posting about the proper usage of grammar, 

topics for creative writing, and motivate students to comment on it. Creating a special hashtag 

for her class would help students to do a quick search when a new tweet is posted. A dozen of 

other activities can be rolled out to the students by using this tool to make the classes really 

interactive and learning is made a fun activity. For instance, a word is tweeted around and the 

teacher can request for the etymology, antonyms, synonyms, a sentence using the word, and then 

she can evaluate the accuracy and give a feedback. This activity would help vocabulary building 

and also help strengthen the spellings. 

E-mails, Intra mails and Node 

Teachers teaching English language have recognized the potential of internet for long distance 

communication. When e-mails help connect with the world, intra mail keeps one connect to the 

local network. These tools can be used by the teachers to circulate notes and assignments, 

conducting online exams, and many more. Node which is a re-distribution point has also gained 

popularity as a teaching tool, and can be used for the same purpose as e-mail and intra mail. 
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possible conclusion, debate on the open ended story, which would help thinking and build 

creativity in students. 

Social Networking 

Facebook 

Chongrak Silthirak’s paper on` Social Media for Language teaching and learning` says The 

British Council conducted a research project into “How the internet has affected the preferred 

learning styles of young people wanting to learn English around the world”, The result revealed 

that 69% of learners said that they found the social network had helped them learn more 

effectively because of its informality and relaxing atmosphere. Students who have adopted social 

media in their courses are proved to be more creative and dynamic in ideas.  

The videos, tweets, blogs that are shared on the social media would actually help students to 

understand the nuances of a native speaker. Students can note down the new set of vocabulary 

they come across and share it in the class. Creating a page on Facebook on the common errors 

that we come across in English language will help students have an online discussion, which in 

turn would help critical thinking as well. Teacher monitoring the discussion would in fact 

encourage and motivate students to contribute and learn through these forums. Many a time a lot 

can be learnt about the grammatical structure from a Facebook pages like one of the examples 

that is given below. 
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rapid changes. Internet is a primal technology that is gaining immense popularity in foreign 

language teaching, and many educators and learners are embracing it. The development of 

internet has brought about a revolution in teachers perspective, as teaching tools offered through 

net are gradually becoming more reliable, and helping teachers and students collaborate, interact 

and participate actively in the learning process. Although there are a wide variety of recognized 

forms of computer mediated communication, which includes e-mail, discussion forums, bulletin 

boards, chat rooms, internet relay chat, this paper focuses on a few of those internet initiated 

media which can be adopted in any educational institution to study and learn the English 

language. 

With the advancement in technology in all spheres of life, educational field cannot take a back 

seat by just imparting and transmitting the prescribed set of information from the teacher to the 

student. `Learning to learn` i.e. the acquisition of knowledge and skills that make possible 

continuous learning over the lifetime should be the responsibility of every teacher, which also 

aligns with the need of the day. A proper blend of edification and e-learning tools should be 

offered to meet the demand of the day which also enhances creativity in teaching learning 

process. 

E-Learning as a tool in teaching English language 

 You Tube 

This free video hosting website pays a great treasure in teaching and learning languages. ELT 

class can be made effective by using You Tube as a tool for enhancing the speaking, listening, 

reading and writing skills. Teachers can screen a relevant video or play a part of the movies 

which will help contribute to the various aspects of language learning like tone, intonation, voice 

modulation, pronunciation, accent, non-verbal communication and many more. After the movie 

is screened, the teacher can ask her students to write a review on the movie. This will improve 

their listening, observing, analyzing and writing skills. Couple of other activities can be taken up 

if the video that is watched is open ended. Teacher can ask the students to come up with the 
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Abstract 
With the emerging trends in technology, teachers teaching English have always 
experienced dramatic changes in the way languages are taught in the academic set up. 
From the conventional talk and chalk method, we have progressed to multimedia class 
rooms, and a variety of well recognized forms of computer mediated communication. 
These tools that are inculcated in the learning have helped us move beyond the frontiers 
of the class room teaching and the book racks in the library. This paper attempts to bring 
out the new dimensions that have been added in the existing methods and techniques in 
teaching the English language. The scope and increasing utility with innovations in 
internet need to be explored and utilised for more effective teaching to benefit learners 
across the globe. Interconnectivity through internet beyond boundaries ensures better 
exchange of ideas and learning. The teaching fraternity needs to tap the everyday 
inventions and innovations of cyber space technology to the benefit of our vision. A 
section of the paper deals with the influence of social media on communication, focusing 
on the SMS language in particular. The curiosity, the fear, the anxiety, the excitement 
that the texting language has created in terms of linguistic phenomenon, by introducing 
new words, slangs, shortened forms of the words which has been  great concern among 
the teaching fraternity today.  

 
Introduction 

With time, the usage of expressions in language has always been evolving and adapting itself to 

meet the end users convenience. We use language in different realm of life like, language for 

business, language for trade and commerce, language for food habits, language for praise, 

language for scorn, and goes on the list. The numerous words like television, modem, fax 

machine, mails, e-mails, apps that have been added to the word list pertaining to technology also 

proves that language has evolved with technology, and undergoes a change as long as the need of 

the user changes. Since language is evolving, the ways of teaching language have undergone 
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understanding, humanity and brotherhood will sustain peace, harmony and happiness in the 

society. He also promotes that the tendency of forgiveness reduces the feeling of insecurity and 

resentment among the two communities, causing a paradise on the earth. He also asserts the 

significance of the role of youth, common people, and politicians to curb polarization in the 

society. He also emphasizes the need to contemplate over the progress of the nation with all 

basic amenities and vigor in the society. He proposes the idea that “All reliogions are one; the 

ways to God are many”. All are equal and all should believe in humanity. 
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Dattani highlights the idea of diversity in food habits as one of the reasons for cultural 

conflict. Daksha and Zarine’s conversation about the food served on the table, Daksha’s 

reaction towards Zarine’s food habits all substantiate the reality of cultural discrimination in 

our country. 

           Illiteracy and ego problems are also the reasons for the communal disharmony. 

Illiteracy makes one irrational, ignorant and irresponsible. Literacy, infact should be good, 

impartial and with human values.It should enable man to analyse, understand, avoid 

prejudices and own liberal ideas. In Final Solutions, The characters like Ramnik, Smita and 

Bobby are the liberal characters. They hold a liberal attitude towards life. Religion and culture 

are secondary for them. Humanity, sensitivity and rationality are the prominent elements for 

them while conservatism, ego and superiority complex are part of the characters like Aruna 

and Javed.  

                 Dattani attempts to find solutions for the social major problem like communal 

disharmony. According to him Liberalism can reduce disharmony to a great extent. In the play, 

the outlook of Smita and Ramnik towards life and people is noteworthy. The manner in which 

Ramnik speaks to Tasneem’s father over telephone, shows his concern for humans, irrespective 

of their religion. The friendly and sensitive attitude of people can help the nation sustain 

brotherhood and affection for both the communities. In the play, Ramnik invites Tasneem’s 

father to his family. He also gives refuge to two Muslim boys and save them from being 

attacked. The liberal and positive outlook of Ramnik  saved the life and changed the mindset of 

his family members. 

               Smita is also one of the liberal characters in the play. Smita’s arguments with her 

mother over religion and customs prove her liberal outlook towards humans. She protests 

against her mother’s conservative ideas. She makes her mother realize the importance of 

humanity, liberty and equality. She considers the age old traditions as stifle. She holds a great 

respect for other religions and customs she has both Muslims and Hindus as her friends. Smita 

makes her mother visualize that the real strength lies in liberality and brotherhood. Moreover 

she makes her mother recognize that the lack of understanding and disrespect for one another 

results in disharmony. Thus Dattani advocates the idea of liberalism, protection of interests, 
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           Javed: Do you trust us? 

                   Ramnik: I don’t go about throwing stones. 

                      Javed: But you do something more violent. You provoke.  

                                 You make me throw stones! Everytime I look at you, 

                                  my bile rises. 

                   Ramnik: (angry) Now you are provoking me! How dare you blame  

                                  your violence on other people? It is in you! 

                                  You have violence in your mind. 

                       Javed: Now say you don’t provoke me! (39) 

The conversation expounds the distrust between the two communities. The playwright 

illustrates that the distrust make people suspect and blame one another blindly without 

knowing the fact. The conversation between Javed and Ramnik substantiates the idea that the 

age old hostility keeps one community unfriendly with  the other community. 

                The faith rather blind faith in one’s religion and custom is also one of the reasons 

that discriminate the people from one another. Hindus have their own customs and vice versa. 

But the feeling of superiority and disrespect for other religion can also lead to disharmony. 

The fanatic and narrow outlook make one hostile to others. In Final Solutions, the words of 

Aruna prove her faith in her religion, customs and enforcing ones prejudices on others: 

                          Aruna: I have always taken pride in my religion.(51) 

Aruna’s comments prove that she is possessed of her own religion. Aruna dislikes javed 

filling water for pooja. Her blind belief makes her egoistic and pompous. Aruna’s self-

importance and portentousness is exposed when bobby holds the idol in the pooja room. 

Aruna feels that Bobby has corrupted her idols as well as her pooja room.The prejudice is the 

result of one’s egotism. A great English essayist Oliver Goldsmith in his essay, On National 

Prejudices says, ‘Superstition and enthusiasm, too, are the growth of religion’.(p.38) Love for 

one’s religion leads to fanaticism or a false pride. 

            The diverse food habits also differentiate the communities from one another. There 

has been a great controversy over the animal slaughter in India. The cultural politics over the 

animal slaughter has been a huge debate over the news channels. In Final Solutions also 
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Similarly, the lack of faith in the two communities is also one of the reasons for all the 

communal riots. The words, Ramnik’s wife prove her lack of faith in the people belonging to 

other community. Aruna questions her husband about their truthfulness. She say’s:  

                     Aruna:     You believe them? 

                                      Hardika also doesn’t believe them.(27) 

              Cultural diversity is the prominent element that builds a wall of duality, in fact a wall 

of misunderstanding between the two communities. It is a social reality that the age old cultural 

conflict still exists in our society. The conflict based on religious processions, on one’s food 

habits and on one’s God is also a matter controversy. This kind of diversity make people 

isolated from the other community. In Final Solutions we see that the play begins with the two 

young people rescue themselves from the mob of Hindus and take refuge in the Ramnik’s 

house, a brahman’s family. It a social reality that during the communal riots, the neighbors 

irrespective of their religion rescue people from the dangers. When the young Muslim boys 

take shelter the mob threatens Ramnik, but he pays no attention to them. But the reaction of the 

family members such as Ramnik’s mother Hardika and his wife Aruna is negative towards 

them. The religion of the two boys is a hurdle in their understanding the trouble or the riot 

starts with the rath yatra or the chariot procession that starts from the Vishnu mandir. Ramnik’s 

words highlight the reason for the communal disharmony:  

                      Ramnik : The rath yatra started as it does every year…and when it reached  

                                   Kareem Bagh, the trouble started. Nobody knew how. They say  

                                   someone threw stones at the idol. Someone else says it was  

                                   sabotage ….The idols were broken.(34) 

 The breaking of the idols is intolerable for the Hindu community and thus the violence begin. 

Such incidents as described in the play take place in the society. It is out of the age old 

hostility or the mischief of the vested groups to corrupt the harmony of the society. It is purely 

out of religious blindness that make one protest against another and start blaming one another. 

The conversation between Javed and Ramnik elucidate that the feeling of distrust is the 

outcome of such events. 
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father’s death by the muslim mob at Hussainabad. Secondly, her husbands burning the shop 

of Zarine and thirdly, the communal riots in Amargaon and the refuge taken by Javed and 

Bobby in Hardika’s house. All the incidents reflect the social reality of the Indian Society. 

The age old incidents create resentment among the two communities. And the same 

conservative ideas have been spread from one generation to the other and thus representing 

the history of communal disharmony. It is evident from the conversation between Hardika, 

Javed and Bobby: 

                      Hardika: Many Years ago, me and family, we left Husssainabad.  

                                     My father died in  Hussainabad. Do you want to know how? 

                     Bobby:     It doesn’t concern us? 

                    Hardika(angry): It doesn’t concern you? 

                                     Then who does it concern? 

                    Hardika:   He was beaten up on the streets! 

                                     While we were waiting for him at home to take us away from the hell, 

                                     He was dying on the streets! 

                   Bobby(now angry): It still doesn’t concern us. We don’t want to hear it.  

                  Javed:        You blame us for what happened fifty years ago. 

                                   Today, if something happens to my sister, can I blame you?(60-61) 

 This conversation reflects the social reality that how the two communities blame over one 

another for the past incidents and relate it to the present day incidents. Basically, such 

incidents are created by the vested groups to disrupt the harmony in the society and to gain 

sympathy votes. 

                A feeling of insecurity is the outcome of the past incidents. The words of Javed 

regarding the people(Hindus) who follow them, shows his feeling of insecurity: 

 

                    2nd man(emotional): They are maniacs! 

                                                    They wiil kill us!(24) 
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reality of our society and it has been observed by Dattani in the play, Final Solutions. In this 

play, Dattani use family and neighbourhood as a central image. By highlighting the communal 

disharmony, the playwright compel readers to probe into the reasons for the communal 

disharmony in our society. The present paper aims at exploring and analyzing the reasons for 

the disharmony among Hindus and Muslims. There are several reasons that generate 

resentment between two communities. In the pre-independent and post-independent era, India 

had witnessed several coincidental incidents and those incidents were highlighted by the 

vested groups or politicians as communal riots for their political gains. The incidents 

inculcated the ideas of resentment among the two communities, thus creating a feeling of 

insecurity in the society. Similarly, the cultural diversity is also one of the reasons that make 

them different and thus creating a distance between the two communities. Thirdly, illiteracy, 

ego and lack of faith affect the psychology of man, thus making him illiberal in his approach 

towards other community. 

 

              In Final Solutions, the playwright gives an insight into the past-incidents in the life 

of Daksha/ Hardika. Hardika recollects the early wound inflict on her when her father was 

beaten to death by the muslim mob at Hussainabad during communal riots. Daksha who 

turned to Hardika after the marriage is a woman of liberal ideas. She tries to forget the past 

and becomes a friend of Zarine. However, their friendship comes to an end when Hari, 

Hardika’s husband burns down and destroy the shop of Zarine’s father. When Hardiks comes 

to know about this fact, she feels sorry. Even Hari offers help to Zarine’s family. But Zarine’s 

father demands much more of it. And it was not possible for Hari to pay him what he 

demanded. So the resentment between the two families, i.e. Hindus and muslims. It is evident 

when Hardika comments on Zarine’s family saying, “Such Wretched People! Horrible 

People! These words are the outcome of Hardika’s bitterness towards Zarine’s family. 

Zarine’s behavior with Hardika is the consequence of her offense towards her.  

 

             Three generations have been mentioned in the play. Hardika’s childhood memories 

are mentioned superficially. She reads her diary and recollects the past incidents such as her 
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illiterate folks as well as the educated community fall a prey to the interest of the vested 

groups. M.K.Gandhi aptly pointed out, “The Individual political parties have consciously and 

systematically exploited the religious sensibilities of people for building their vote banks. 

Sarva –dharma-samabhav which could have been a building force, if the state had remained 

firmly secular and independent, has now become the basis for equivocation and political 

bargaining.” (Gandhi, 64). 

 

              The pre-independent India also witnessed the discrimination of people based on their 

religion as Hindus and Muslims. The discrimination lead to the resentment and to disharmony 

among the two communities. “The Calcutta riots in 1946 in West Bengal, The Noakhali riots 

in East Bengal now Bangladesh, Bihar Massacre in 1946  are some examples of Communal 

riots. The post-Independent India  also witnessed Communal riots such as Massacre in 1947 

in Punjab during the partition of India, Hyderabad Massacre in 1948, in 1969 Gujarat Riots, 

followed by Godhra Massacre in 2002, in 2013 Mujaffarnagar riots and many such incidents 

allude to the idea of social reality of India where both the communities such as Hindus and 

Muslims are living together with a feeling of insecurity.”(massacre in India, 1) 

 

             The religion and culture of India has been known to the world through literature and 

media. Literature is one the oldest forms of communication. Of all the forms of literature, 

drama has been playing a vital role in depicting the world culture. Indian English drama has 

been  depicting the Indegenous culture. Indian English drama indeed portrays Indian social 

reality. Mahesh Dattani’s Final Solutions is also one of the plays which observes the reality of 

Indian contemporary society. It is a true picture of Indian communal malady. In fact it is the 

factual representation of Indian religious fervor, despite of its secularism. 

 

             In India unity in diversity is always preferred for building up the nation. Accordingly, 

the ideals of social equality, accommodation of different religions and human freedom were 

propagated. Though Hinduism and Islam have co-existed in India for over a thousand years, 

one cannot say that this co-existence has been without its many ups and downs. It is a social 
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         India is popular throughout the world as a secular nation, as one can find many religions 

in it. Of the several religions, the major religions in India are Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism 

and Sikhism. Hinduism is the oldest religion in India as well as in the world with it’s roots 

tracing back to pre-historic times. The term Hindu, originally a geographic description, 

derives from Sanskrit , Sindhu, which means a person from the land of the river Sindhu. Islam 

is the largest minority religion in India. Islam first came to the western coast of India with 

Arab traders as early as the 7th century A.D. to coastal Malabar and the Konkan- Gujarat. 

Islam arrived in North India in 12th century with Turkic invasions and since has become a part 

of India’s religious and cultural Heritage. Over the centuries there is an integration in the 

Hindu and Muslim cultures across India. The western education is responsible for this kind of 

awakening and reconstruction of Indian thought and it resulted in making India a secular state. 

Dr. M.N. Srinivas rightly asserts that “The term Secularization implies that what was 

previously regarded as religious is now ceasing to be such and it also implies a process of 

different action which results in the various aspects of society, economic, political, legal and 

moral become increasingly descrete in relation to each other”. (Srinivas,302)It implies that the 

meaning of Secularization is anti-religious. In other words as secularization increases, religion 

loses its hold. The course of things is decided by reason and pragmatism. 

 

              From the historical times, India has been identified as a nation of great saints and a 

land of spiritual thoughts.Indian scriptures and all the holy books over the world preach only 

humanity, brotherhood and peace. But some vested groups created discrimination and 

differences among people based on casteism, communalism for their votes. The politicians 

utilize the opportunities based on the psychology of common man. It is not an exception that 
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IV. CONCLUSION 

According to the norms of the universities, Student Centered Classes are being encouraged. 

Students in this Digital Age are well accustomedtotechnology. Flipped classrooms will give 

numerous opportunities to the students to learn in different ways like though audio, video etc. 

Revolutions in technology and Revolutions in pedagogy give many benefits for both the students 

and teachers. The promotion of collaborative learning in flipped classroom and radical new ways 

of teaching and learning through cyberspace or worldwide web are remarkable. These flipped 

classrooms will enhance the learning experiences of the students and help them in thinking and 

communicating creatively and work collaboratively. 
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III. REVOLUTION IN PEDAGOGY 

Present educational system is repeatedly being challenged to offer better education to students, at 

the same time as technological development continually opens up new opportunities and 

methods of learning.The students’ requirements for learning concern, attitudes, their working 

habits, knowledge and motivation which are all central factors in teaching and learning in the 

flipped classroom. Without student activity and involvement the flipped classrooms by e-

learning resources are not at all successful.The teacher is recurrently meeting new expectations 

and sometimes, this can for many teachers feel like an extra burden. If a teacher is a professional 

practitioner of his/her chosen subject area,it will be a successful practice. If a teacher transforms 

himself/herself a professional practitioner, he/she will be the role model for his/her students.  

Continuous professional development is the only task in the part of teachers in flipped 

classrooms. The role of a teacher as a subject disseminator is to inspire and awaken the desire or 

motivation for learning. Teacher’s creativity is given priority in active search for earning new 

knowledge and new methods. Teacher’s competence and motivation play a role in achieving 

success.  

In flipped classroom, the teacher can focus on problem solving, concept development through 

discussions, peer collaboration and teacher interaction to help students evolve higher order 

learning objectives. Lecture materials and instructional videos are created by teachers and posted 

to secure internet websites. In flipped instruction model,particular materials which are available 

online can also be assimilated into the course curriculum. This model of instruction caters to the 

specific differences amongst students. Slow learners can work through learning materials 

repetitively until the content is comprehended, while gifted learners can have access to more 

challenging content to meet their interests and sharpen their rational skills.  To effectively 

implement an e-learning model with flipped classroom strategies, it becomes imperative for the 

teachers of Science and Engineering education to develop and practice the skills necessary for 

utilizing technology appropriately. 
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students are not interested in the classes based on their mood these slow learners can listen to 

them later. Auditory learners are always beneficial by using this method of the podcast. Podcast 

and webcastencourage students to develop several core and soft skills such as writing, 

researching, speaking effectively, solving problems, grabbing attention, managing time and 

improving their word power. 

iv. Teleconferencing 

Teleconferencing means meeting through a technical/electronic media. It links students at 

multiple locations. The development of telecommunications has made it possible for teachers to 

use a variety of delivery strategies to reach their learners. Teleconferencing is one such method 

that has great potential for training, decision making, capacity building and monitoring. It can 

well be used for varied learner groups in diversesituations, settings and purposes. 

Teleconferencing makes it possible to connect various academicians and resource persons at one 

end and the learners gathered at remotecentres, and to engage them in discussions, conversations 

and activities with effective learning outcomes. This medium also brings in interactivity which is 

possible with face to face situations. 

Through teleconferencing, delivery of the lessons, courses, project work, tutoring and training 

can be provided to the students. Certificate level courses for professional development also will 

be provided. These courses can be multi-media and modular in nature comprising contact 

programmes, and audio-video conferencing.  Partial support is given to courses through 

counselling, etc.  Students can learn through their self learn by tutoring in difficult areas of the 

curriculum. Students those who are weak in the subjects will be provided with remedial learning 

and off-hours teaching.  Students’ knowledge will be enriched and updated through additional 

learning resources and extension of existing courses. Interaction will be provided to the students 

with scientists, policy makers, experts, decision and etc. to obtain multiple perspectives on any 

doubt. The teacher can use them in the classroom along with their lectures. If the teacher 

provides the URLs to the students they can practice at their homes whenever they feel ease and 

doubtful. 
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no longer wish to be a part of the group, he/she can follow the groups’ directions for 

‘unsubscribing’, and his/her email address will be removed from the list. 

In the classroom context the teacher can create email discussion groups and a course blog, which 

consists of content and ask students to comment on the posts before handling the class. The 

teacher can use the blog post as a discussion starter in the class. The teacher’s duty is to 

encourage the student to set up his/her own blog. Then it will be a great way to facilitate student 

in journaling and sharing. In this way, the content will be shared among the students quickly and 

widely. Course blogs serve as a hub which conglomerates individual students’ blogs coming into 

one centralized space and inspires them to discuss and enjoy the learning. The teacher can use 

this a platform for not only sharing of the courses information but also making them involve in 

schedules, assignments and course discussions. 

iii. I-pods,Podcasting and Webcasting  

Podcasting is a combination of broadcasting and iPod. It is a form of audio broadcasting on the 

internet. Podcasting is linked with iPod or Windows Media Player or iTunes. It is an emerging 

media content that empowers individuals to distribute globally their ideas and create a following 

of similar kind of fans. Its impact mainly is there in the education and entertainment. It is 

allowing people to freely create and distribute news. Time-shift is one of the interesting features 

of the podcast. Though it is not a live event people want to use it whenever they want such kind 

of entertainment as it is recorded. MP3 is a popular audio file type for podcasting. Podcasts are 

distributed through a blog and provided the feed reading software. These audio files can then be 

listened to on the personal computer or can transfer them to the portable player to listen to later. 

Streaming media technology is used in the webcasting. It is similar to podcasting over the 

internet.  

Podcasts and Webcasts are the essential alternatives for delivering lessons to students who are in 

extreme need and extended support. Students can create their own podcasts or webcasts and 

share their information and experiences and get clarify their doubts. In the colleges, teachers can 

provide audio podcast or webcast for additional exercises to the students to download. Some 
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network with an affordable router connected to directly to the broadband cable. It is attracting the 

web users.  Last but not the least is Mobile Internet. A large number of businesses are creating 

websites and apps specifically for mobile devices. Mobile devices depend greatly on the use 

of Satellites to connect users to the Internet. 

Teachers must familiarize themselves to a learning-oriented teaching and transform their 

traditional role as a teacher to become a guide, facilitator, resource provider, consultant and 

learning-team member. So the teacher is also given training in all the aspects before handling this 

type of classes. Students are allowed to set their own learning goals and are encouragedthem to 

use Web sites for finding related literature. Students are given access to all types of internet 

facilities to know about their interest and development. Monitoring is the best method and the 

teacher can be the best custodian in this context. Whenever there is the doubt the teacher should 

be in a position to clarify their subject doubts by using these internet tools.  

ii. Blogs, Email and discussion groups 

Fundamentally, a blog is a personal journal published on the web consisting of separateposts 

typically exhibited in reverse chronological order so the most recent post appears first. Blogs are 

often written by an individual and are often written on a single subject.  Many blogs provide 

explanations and some function as diaries; both types typically combine links, words, and images 

to other online information. It encourages the readers to post or to leave a comment. In 

connection with this the email is also discussed. It is purely personal and unlike a blog. When 

anyone subscribes to an email discussion group, his/her email address is added to the group 

mailing list. So, he/she can send an email to the discussion group email address and it will be 

automatically delivered to all associates of the group. Thus, if any of the members posts a 

question or comment, other members can reply if they wish, creating a multi-way email 

"conversation". Sometimes these conversations, or "threads" as they are generally known, 

continue for a while and may move onto other subjects also. Depending on the size and activity 

of the group, he/she may receive a lot of email. Email discussion groups usually have a ‘digest’ 

option, which means that he/she receives a number of group posts united into one email. If you 
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content is provided electronically to students at home, video lectures, using short instructional 

audios and videos, collaborative projects,online activities, etc. 

 

II. REVOLUTIONS IN TECHNOLOGY 

Innovative technologies and delivery strategies are progressively being used in order to 

congregate the challenges of up-grading and up-dating knowledge and providing accessible 

learning opportunities through various communications. Revolutions in Technology such as 

internet, blogs, email discussions, iPod, podcast, teleconference, webcast etc. Pictorial 

representation of revolution in technology is given below. 

 

 
i. Internet 

The WWW connects the entire world and shares the information. It hugely affects print media. It 

allows individuals to create their own blogs and sites to fulfil their dreams. Magazines and 

newspapers through online has become popular. Nowadays, Multimedia is one of the largest 

segments of the internet.  It encompasses pictures, videos, sound, animation and other interactive 

content. With the high speed internet the use of multimedia becomes common. YouTube is the 

best example of this kind.  Without social networks, there will be no modern internet. Since its 

inception, the internet has been used as a means of social interaction. It gives way for strangers 

to find each other to share their ideas on all aspects. Currently Facebook is the leader of the 

trend. A next important milestone in the internet is Wi-Fi. Easily one can set up a wireless 
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Abstract 

In the present scenario, teaching English language is revolutionized. Teacher Centred 
Classes are replaced with Student Centred Classes according to the instructions given by 
the universities.Researchers identified that Teacher Centred Learning does not lead to 
accomplishment of desired learning outcomes. Student Centred Learning like flipped 
classroom by using e-learning methods has developed as it is extremely useful alternative 
learning method in this digital age. So ordinary classes in the colleges are turned into 
smart classrooms. Flipped classroom is a teaching method evolving through widespread 
implementation of the World Wide Web. Example for Cyber Space is   World Wide Web 
which has become popular with the usage of technology by layman in his regular 
activities. Through this WWW, the instructional content is provided electronically to 
students at home, video lectures,using short instructional audios and videos, collaborative 
projects,online activities etc. This paper focuses on the aspects of the cyberspace such as 
internet, blogs, email discussions, iPod, podcast, teleconference, webcast etc. 

Key words: Language, learning, cyber space, online. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

In the present scenario, teaching English language has been revolutionized. Teacher Centered 

Classes are replaced with Student Centered Classes according to the instructions given by the 

universities. Researchers identified that Teacher Centered Learning does not lead to the 

accomplishment of desired learning outcomes. Student Centered Learning like flipped classroom 

by using e-learning methods has developed as it is extremely useful alternative learning method 

in this digital age. So, ordinary classes in the colleges are turned into smart classrooms. Flipped 

classroom is a teaching method evolving through widespread implementation of the World Wide 

Web. Example for Cyber Space is the World Wide Web which has become popular with the 

usage of technology by laymen in his regular activities. Through this WWW, the instructional 
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dream. Their dreams are nothing but their basic needs like daily prey, decent clothes, shelter and 

some respect. Their life is so pathetic. People should understand the reality of life to make a 

world and people like Munoo healthy. Munoo’s suffering is not a single mans suffering but the 

one group of society which is like him. 
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impending danger and above all the inhuman attitude of the employer. The coolies working 

under such conditions degenerate into moving corpses with fear fixed on their brows.  

Munoo and Hari continue to working in that factory by bearing all suffering and humiliations. 

Munoo’s life arouses self pity upon him and he managed to work in the factory and more over 

they paid very less salary. One day Munoo hears a speech given by leaders of Red Flag Union. 

Particularly impressed by Suada’s speech: 

There are only two kinds of people in the world; 

     the rich and the poor, and between the two there is 

                                        no connection. The rich and the powerful,  

                                        the magnificent and the glorious,   

                                        whose opulence is built on robbery and  

                                        theft and open warfare, are honored and  

                                        admired by the whole world and by themselves. 

       you, the meek and the gentle, wretches that you are, 

                swindled out of your rights, and broken in body and soul, 

                                        you are respected by no one, and  

                                        you do not respect yourselves.40 Coolie 

Sunanda’s speech reminds him Sham Nagar where he realized the difference between rich and 

poor. The never ending poverty caused a tragic fate to Munoo. Death is unreal for the persons 

like Munoo, because their daily life itself a great trail of death. Nothing is more painful than the 

loneliness. Munoo spent his whole life with it. He has no mother, no father and no care taker. 

Mercy, love, care are unknown to him. His life’s journey starts in the hill and it comes to an end 

in a hill. The novel Coolie depicts story of thousands of common man like Munoo who are 

suffering in the hands of misery. Through the novel Coolie Anand portrays the differences 

existing in society. The novel Coolie clearly pictures the society’s Cast system, class variation, 

humiliation, suffering, toils, harassments, communalism and everything through the protagonist 

character Munoo. People like Monoo are all un noticed till the end of their life and more even 

people find no time to notice such peoples who are all need someone to help them. Munoo like 

people are helpless and more over their dreams are simple but till their end their dreams are just a 
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anything except avoidance and beatings. Munoo is the victim of misery, for his daily bread he 

runs over the world and moves place to place. The cruel hearted people were been the image of 

brutality. Munoo is made to pass through diverse situations as a domestic servant in an urban 

middle-class family in Sham Nagar, as a worker in small pickle factory, as a porter in 

Daulatpur’s city market, as a laborer in cotton mill in Bombay and as a rickshaw coolie in 

Shimla. A fourteen years old boy toiled throughout his life. Misery and suffering are his opulent. 

Coolie is an epic of misery giving us a heart-rending real account of the suffering and misery of 

the poor like Munoo. The poor are the victims of social, colonial, capitalistic, and communal 

exploitation andAnand’s picture of the Indian poor and their suffering is both pathetic and 

realistic. Hoping against hope, Munoo seeks a safe shelter in life:  

If we go further, there might be a place for us 

                                          Somewhere, Munoo said, urged by the cool 

                                          Breeze that came like a snake swishing from 

                                          the darkness of the sea on his right. And he 

                                          bravely led the way.36Coolie 

Munoo’s remarks on his own life are the clear instance of pathetic and compassionate statement: 

We belong to suffering! We belong to suffering! 37Coolie 

 

Actually Munoo not pass through his journey of life, but he is surviving with patience just for his 

bread. Not only Industrialism and capitalism exploits Munoo but communalism also exploits 

him. Munoo’s life is just a reflection of millions of coolies like him who are all sailing on the 

same boat. Anand describes the real situation of life which portraying the life of common man 

and their toils. Always Manoo is followed by perpetual suffering. Humiliation towards him is so 

pathetic. No one considered Munoo as a human. Everyone behaved brutally, their actions 

towards him is inhuman. Anand describes the real situation in the novel. The scene dealing with 

Munoo’s life in the industrial slums of Bombay offer a graphic account of the working of the 

capitalist system. The factory is an intolerable inferno with unbearable heat radiating from the tin 

sheets, the continuous wild hum of the machine, the monotony of the work, the threat of 


