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Abstract  

Since times immemorial the primary purpose of Education has been to inculcate moral 
values in the learners. The curriculum of most cultures and societies has been tailored to 
imbibe moral values along with the academic curricula. Values of all kinds have the 
power to help individuals to learn, to care, to share, take responsibility and develop 
mutual respect, understanding and tolerance. Education is the medium through which the 
character and personalities are moulded and Literature is the tool which can be 
effectively used to imbibe compassion, human decency, co-operation, respect, 
responsibility and an appreciation for cultural differences. Critical analysis of Literary 
texts reveals the underlying intentions, pretensions of historical facts and the prevalent 
circumstances. Accurate, Inaccurate, Positive or Negative interpretation of a Literary text 
dictates the Mass Psychology of the target learners leading to a Constructive Patriotism 
or a Destructive Movement. Literature is therefore a powerful tool which is double edged 
and can beused or misused according to its Moral texture. The present study attempts to 
study the course of History and the consequences determined by a few literary texts, 
focusing on the underlying value system. 

 

Introduction 

Education is the most important tool as it offers inner and outer strength to a person.Education 

plays a major role in shaping an individual morally, psychologically and socially.It builds 

character, provides strength of mind and increases knowledge. It is the only wealth which cannot 

be robbed. Through education people become more responsible and informed citizens, and have 

a voice in politics and society, which is essential for sustenance in life. It dispels ignorance and 

boosts moral values of the individuals andLiterature is a tool which builds the moral code in a 

human being. 

Literature is an imitation of life and actions as it mirrors the society in its interpretation of 

various aspects of life. It is a vehicle for inculcating values through the study of literary 

masterpieces and also a means of communication with the spirit of great writers.  
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Content 

Literature shapes political and social thought. It is a fact of human experience that man is 

imitative by nature and takes pleasure in literature. This implies that the writer can employ the 

persuasive powers of literature positively, by portraying credible, moral examples of human 

character, so that the reader is influenced to follow them. This means that the writer can use 

literature as a tool to impact the society positively by rewarding good characters and punishing 

evil ones.On the other hand, the writer can employ persuasive powers of literature negatively, by 

producing a literary piece that invokes dangerous emotions in the reader. Plato endorses this 

view by his criticism of literature as “something that releases dangerous emotions” (Plato 35). 

Plato’s fears were, however, dispelled by Aristotle, Sidney and other scholars whose in-depth 

studies provided undeniable facts that literature has its positive sides and can be made to perform 

positive functions in the human society. 

The impact of positive literature is beautifully illustrated in the epic “Mahabharata”. It is 

observed that the Pandavas ultimately triumph over the Kauravas. In order to prove that justice 

has to win over the evil, the Kauravas are shown to be doomed in the end. Here the 

“Mahabharata” is didactic and teaches positive values by correcting the societal ills. Man, being 

imitative by nature copies the words and actions of the heroic characters while shunning the 

words and actions of the villainous characters. Lord Krishna reiterates time and again in the 

Mahabharata that the war against the Kauravas was not for the limited objective of punishing 

those particular evil doers but to set an example for society for all time to come that truth 

triumphs over evil.  

Rabindranath Tagore has beautifully used literature as apositivetool for exposing the evils of 

gender discrimination and brought out the empowerment of woman. In his novel, Binodini, 

Tagore has dwelt upon the factors like emotional void, sexual frigidity and denial of motherhood 

faced by an Indian widow. By projecting Binodini as the symbol of a new class of emancipated 

women, who are no longer prepared to be crushed and burnt out by society but fight to assert 

their rights in a patriarchal materialistic society,Tagore has been effective about the widow’s 
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right to peaceful life and dignity in this male dominated and gender-based society. In this way, 

Tagore, with his progressive ideas was successful in bringing about a revolutionary change in the 

mindset of the conservative orthodox societies. This definitely led to women emancipation in the 

1930s itself. The literary circles in Bengal were triggered by the revolutionary ideas of Tagore 

and a positive liberal atmosphere was created there which slowly spread to other parts of the 

country. The writer has used literature to enlighten the gender-biased population that the worth 

of every individual lies in his or her character and not in their sex. Tagore has created a dynamic 

character like Binodini whose words and actions are capable of motivating 

the reader to actpositively. 

The writer can also impact negatively by glorifying the evil and sympathizing with the negative 

characters in his work.  It is often interpreted that Milton glorified Satan in his epic novel 

Paradise Lost.It was William Blake who observed that “Milton belonged to the Devil’s party 

without knowing it” (Blake 501). The remark implies that Milton unconsciously glorified Satan 

in his attempt to make him a fitting adversary of God and to impress on the reader the dangerous 

potential of evil. Satan certainly possesses heroic qualities in Paradise Lost, and Milton glorified 

him. Satan is regarded as the “hero” of the poem by readers because he is cast in the heroic 

mould. Satan’s declaration “It is better to reign in hell than to serve in heaven” (Milton 

89)impresses on the modern young reader who is of the mindset that one should be one’s own 

boss instead of beinga sycophant to someone else. One gets deceived by Satan’s rhetoric. 

Readers are blown by the courage, the determination and love of freedom exhibited by Satan not 

realizing his evil intentions behind his deeds. So this is a classic example of literature glorifying 

negativism which in turn impacts young impressionable minds into admiring evil characters like 

Satan. 

The influence of negative literature is beautifully illustrated by the Soviet literature which 

underwent an extraordinary decline in the Stalin era. Wolfgang Kasack in his article ‘Russian 

Literature’ notes that 

Famous writers were condemned to silence. Insipid and untalented authors poured out 

quantities of schematic works, intended to endorse the political process and to glorify the 
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leader, Stalin Literature was characterized by the exemplary ideal figure who solves all 

problems, treats all obstacles as child’s play, fulfills all norms, who knows no private life 

but only service to the Communist society, who naturally belongs, not among the simple 

workers, but among the party officials. The cult of literature reflects, in miniature, the 

cult of Stalin.(Kasack 133) 

The famous novel “Far from Moscow” by Vasilii Ashaev is a work intended to illustrate the 

heroic effort of the protagonist with pro government inclinationsinvolved in industrial 

development of Soviet Union. For his plot, he chose the extremely rapid construction of a 

petroleum pipeline in Siberia at the start of the World War II.The work is in complete 

accordance with the tenets of Social Realism in its interpretation of the period; the main 

characters are idealized as positive heroes, the conflicts are artificial and their positive outcome 

is predestined.The fact that the pipelines were constructed by concentration prisoners is ofcourse 

passed over. The torture and the inhuman conditions imposed on the concentration camp 

prisoners is not disclosed and only a rosy picture of a rapid industrial revolution is presented to 

the world in the book. It was translated into 20 languages and got “Stalin prize” in the Soviet 

Union. The novel was highly appreciated by the people of Soviet Union who became overnight 

die hard followers of Stalin on reading the work little realizing the ugly deeds od Stalin. The 

people perceived the leaders Lenin and Stalin as compassionate, divine leaders incapable of any 

harm to the people. The nation’s economic backwardness was attributed to the influence of 

capitalistic countries. This is the influence of literature. It can seduce a reader to think in a 

particular way. 

                The myth was finally broken when one piece of literature by the name Gulag 

Archipelago by Solzhenitsyn was published. It was a ground-breaking book in the history of the 

Soviet Union.David Crabtree in his article The Importance of History comments about the book,  

The work was the product of years of research by the author. He interviewed scores of 

prisoners and did extensive research to chronicle the genesis and development of the 

chain of labour camps that dotted the Soviet Union. His book describes the cruelty and 

injustice of the system in great detail; but most important of all,he was able to show that 
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Lenin and Stalin were active and knowing participants in the formation of this brutal 

institution. (Crabtree web) 

The impact of this book was an eye-opener to the entire population of Soviet Union. The seeds of 

hatred for the communist rule and eventual disintegration of Soviet Union were sowed by this 

path-breaking book Gulag Archipelago. 

                Hence,Literature is used here to examine the good and the bad in a culture and provide 

ideas about how culture can be seen. One must discard the bad, retain the good that already 

exists in the culture and import the good one finds in other people’s cultures. 

Discussion and Conclusion 

Value system can be constructed by the difference in the interpretations of Literature. On one 

hand, literature can be used to teach positive values by elevating the good characters and looking 

down on the bad characters. This is observed in great epics like Mahabharata where evil 

characters like Duryodana are shown to doom in the end and divine characters like Yudhishtar 

ascend to heaven in the end. 

    It is observed that when a writer uses the persuasive powers to promote negative value system, 

he glorifies the evil characters and projects them as larger than life. The readers are mesmerized 

by the magnetism of the negative characters and indulge in the hero worship of such 

characters.This is evident in Paradise Lost where the reader almost sympathizes with Satan and 

at one point even feels that God has been unjust to Satan. Therefore, the author has a huge 

responsibility as he can impress upon the readers by his writings. Thus literature must be used to 

correct the ills in societies as well as teach positive values that will translate to improvement in 

human life. 
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