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         India is popular throughout the world as a secular nation, as one can find many religions 

in it. Of the several religions, the major religions in India are Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism 

and Sikhism. Hinduism is the oldest religion in India as well as in the world with it’s roots 

tracing back to pre-historic times. The term Hindu, originally a geographic description, 

derives from Sanskrit , Sindhu, which means a person from the land of the river Sindhu. Islam 

is the largest minority religion in India. Islam first came to the western coast of India with 

Arab traders as early as the 7th century A.D. to coastal Malabar and the Konkan- Gujarat. 

Islam arrived in North India in 12th century with Turkic invasions and since has become a part 

of India’s religious and cultural Heritage. Over the centuries there is an integration in the 

Hindu and Muslim cultures across India. The western education is responsible for this kind of 

awakening and reconstruction of Indian thought and it resulted in making India a secular state. 

Dr. M.N. Srinivas rightly asserts that “The term Secularization implies that what was 

previously regarded as religious is now ceasing to be such and it also implies a process of 

different action which results in the various aspects of society, economic, political, legal and 

moral become increasingly descrete in relation to each other”. (Srinivas,302)It implies that the 

meaning of Secularization is anti-religious. In other words as secularization increases, religion 

loses its hold. The course of things is decided by reason and pragmatism. 

 

              From the historical times, India has been identified as a nation of great saints and a 

land of spiritual thoughts.Indian scriptures and all the holy books over the world preach only 

humanity, brotherhood and peace. But some vested groups created discrimination and 

differences among people based on casteism, communalism for their votes. The politicians 

utilize the opportunities based on the psychology of common man. It is not an exception that 
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illiterate folks as well as the educated community fall a prey to the interest of the vested 

groups. M.K.Gandhi aptly pointed out, “The Individual political parties have consciously and 

systematically exploited the religious sensibilities of people for building their vote banks. 

Sarva –dharma-samabhav which could have been a building force, if the state had remained 

firmly secular and independent, has now become the basis for equivocation and political 

bargaining.” (Gandhi, 64). 

 

              The pre-independent India also witnessed the discrimination of people based on their 

religion as Hindus and Muslims. The discrimination lead to the resentment and to disharmony 

among the two communities. “The Calcutta riots in 1946 in West Bengal, The Noakhali riots 

in East Bengal now Bangladesh, Bihar Massacre in 1946  are some examples of Communal 

riots. The post-Independent India  also witnessed Communal riots such as Massacre in 1947 

in Punjab during the partition of India, Hyderabad Massacre in 1948, in 1969 Gujarat Riots, 

followed by Godhra Massacre in 2002, in 2013 Mujaffarnagar riots and many such incidents 

allude to the idea of social reality of India where both the communities such as Hindus and 

Muslims are living together with a feeling of insecurity.”(massacre in India, 1) 

 

             The religion and culture of India has been known to the world through literature and 

media. Literature is one the oldest forms of communication. Of all the forms of literature, 

drama has been playing a vital role in depicting the world culture. Indian English drama has 

been  depicting the Indegenous culture. Indian English drama indeed portrays Indian social 

reality. Mahesh Dattani’s Final Solutions is also one of the plays which observes the reality of 

Indian contemporary society. It is a true picture of Indian communal malady. In fact it is the 

factual representation of Indian religious fervor, despite of its secularism. 

 

             In India unity in diversity is always preferred for building up the nation. Accordingly, 

the ideals of social equality, accommodation of different religions and human freedom were 

propagated. Though Hinduism and Islam have co-existed in India for over a thousand years, 

one cannot say that this co-existence has been without its many ups and downs. It is a social 
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reality of our society and it has been observed by Dattani in the play, Final Solutions. In this 

play, Dattani use family and neighbourhood as a central image. By highlighting the communal 

disharmony, the playwright compel readers to probe into the reasons for the communal 

disharmony in our society. The present paper aims at exploring and analyzing the reasons for 

the disharmony among Hindus and Muslims. There are several reasons that generate 

resentment between two communities. In the pre-independent and post-independent era, India 

had witnessed several coincidental incidents and those incidents were highlighted by the 

vested groups or politicians as communal riots for their political gains. The incidents 

inculcated the ideas of resentment among the two communities, thus creating a feeling of 

insecurity in the society. Similarly, the cultural diversity is also one of the reasons that make 

them different and thus creating a distance between the two communities. Thirdly, illiteracy, 

ego and lack of faith affect the psychology of man, thus making him illiberal in his approach 

towards other community. 

 

              In Final Solutions, the playwright gives an insight into the past-incidents in the life 

of Daksha/ Hardika. Hardika recollects the early wound inflict on her when her father was 

beaten to death by the muslim mob at Hussainabad during communal riots. Daksha who 

turned to Hardika after the marriage is a woman of liberal ideas. She tries to forget the past 

and becomes a friend of Zarine. However, their friendship comes to an end when Hari, 

Hardika’s husband burns down and destroy the shop of Zarine’s father. When Hardiks comes 

to know about this fact, she feels sorry. Even Hari offers help to Zarine’s family. But Zarine’s 

father demands much more of it. And it was not possible for Hari to pay him what he 

demanded. So the resentment between the two families, i.e. Hindus and muslims. It is evident 

when Hardika comments on Zarine’s family saying, “Such Wretched People! Horrible 

People! These words are the outcome of Hardika’s bitterness towards Zarine’s family. 

Zarine’s behavior with Hardika is the consequence of her offense towards her.  

 

             Three generations have been mentioned in the play. Hardika’s childhood memories 

are mentioned superficially. She reads her diary and recollects the past incidents such as her 
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father’s death by the muslim mob at Hussainabad. Secondly, her husbands burning the shop 

of Zarine and thirdly, the communal riots in Amargaon and the refuge taken by Javed and 

Bobby in Hardika’s house. All the incidents reflect the social reality of the Indian Society. 

The age old incidents create resentment among the two communities. And the same 

conservative ideas have been spread from one generation to the other and thus representing 

the history of communal disharmony. It is evident from the conversation between Hardika, 

Javed and Bobby: 

                      Hardika: Many Years ago, me and family, we left Husssainabad.  

                                     My father died in  Hussainabad. Do you want to know how? 

                     Bobby:     It doesn’t concern us? 

                    Hardika(angry): It doesn’t concern you? 

                                     Then who does it concern? 

                    Hardika:   He was beaten up on the streets! 

                                     While we were waiting for him at home to take us away from the hell, 

                                     He was dying on the streets! 

                   Bobby(now angry): It still doesn’t concern us. We don’t want to hear it.  

                  Javed:        You blame us for what happened fifty years ago. 

                                   Today, if something happens to my sister, can I blame you?(60-61) 

 This conversation reflects the social reality that how the two communities blame over one 

another for the past incidents and relate it to the present day incidents. Basically, such 

incidents are created by the vested groups to disrupt the harmony in the society and to gain 

sympathy votes. 

                A feeling of insecurity is the outcome of the past incidents. The words of Javed 

regarding the people(Hindus) who follow them, shows his feeling of insecurity: 

 

                    2nd man(emotional): They are maniacs! 

                                                    They wiil kill us!(24) 
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Similarly, the lack of faith in the two communities is also one of the reasons for all the 

communal riots. The words, Ramnik’s wife prove her lack of faith in the people belonging to 

other community. Aruna questions her husband about their truthfulness. She say’s:  

                     Aruna:     You believe them? 

                                      Hardika also doesn’t believe them.(27) 

              Cultural diversity is the prominent element that builds a wall of duality, in fact a wall 

of misunderstanding between the two communities. It is a social reality that the age old cultural 

conflict still exists in our society. The conflict based on religious processions, on one’s food 

habits and on one’s God is also a matter controversy. This kind of diversity make people 

isolated from the other community. In Final Solutions we see that the play begins with the two 

young people rescue themselves from the mob of Hindus and take refuge in the Ramnik’s 

house, a brahman’s family. It a social reality that during the communal riots, the neighbors 

irrespective of their religion rescue people from the dangers. When the young Muslim boys 

take shelter the mob threatens Ramnik, but he pays no attention to them. But the reaction of the 

family members such as Ramnik’s mother Hardika and his wife Aruna is negative towards 

them. The religion of the two boys is a hurdle in their understanding the trouble or the riot 

starts with the rath yatra or the chariot procession that starts from the Vishnu mandir. Ramnik’s 

words highlight the reason for the communal disharmony:  

                      Ramnik : The rath yatra started as it does every year…and when it reached  

                                   Kareem Bagh, the trouble started. Nobody knew how. They say  

                                   someone threw stones at the idol. Someone else says it was  

                                   sabotage ….The idols were broken.(34) 

 The breaking of the idols is intolerable for the Hindu community and thus the violence begin. 

Such incidents as described in the play take place in the society. It is out of the age old 

hostility or the mischief of the vested groups to corrupt the harmony of the society. It is purely 

out of religious blindness that make one protest against another and start blaming one another. 

The conversation between Javed and Ramnik elucidate that the feeling of distrust is the 

outcome of such events. 
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           Javed: Do you trust us? 

                   Ramnik: I don’t go about throwing stones. 

                      Javed: But you do something more violent. You provoke.  

                                 You make me throw stones! Everytime I look at you, 

                                  my bile rises. 

                   Ramnik: (angry) Now you are provoking me! How dare you blame  

                                  your violence on other people? It is in you! 

                                  You have violence in your mind. 

                       Javed: Now say you don’t provoke me! (39) 

The conversation expounds the distrust between the two communities. The playwright 

illustrates that the distrust make people suspect and blame one another blindly without 

knowing the fact. The conversation between Javed and Ramnik substantiates the idea that the 

age old hostility keeps one community unfriendly with  the other community. 

                The faith rather blind faith in one’s religion and custom is also one of the reasons 

that discriminate the people from one another. Hindus have their own customs and vice versa. 

But the feeling of superiority and disrespect for other religion can also lead to disharmony. 

The fanatic and narrow outlook make one hostile to others. In Final Solutions, the words of 

Aruna prove her faith in her religion, customs and enforcing ones prejudices on others: 

                          Aruna: I have always taken pride in my religion.(51) 

Aruna’s comments prove that she is possessed of her own religion. Aruna dislikes javed 

filling water for pooja. Her blind belief makes her egoistic and pompous. Aruna’s self-

importance and portentousness is exposed when bobby holds the idol in the pooja room. 

Aruna feels that Bobby has corrupted her idols as well as her pooja room.The prejudice is the 

result of one’s egotism. A great English essayist Oliver Goldsmith in his essay, On National 

Prejudices says, ‘Superstition and enthusiasm, too, are the growth of religion’.(p.38) Love for 

one’s religion leads to fanaticism or a false pride. 

            The diverse food habits also differentiate the communities from one another. There 

has been a great controversy over the animal slaughter in India. The cultural politics over the 

animal slaughter has been a huge debate over the news channels. In Final Solutions also 
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Dattani highlights the idea of diversity in food habits as one of the reasons for cultural 

conflict. Daksha and Zarine’s conversation about the food served on the table, Daksha’s 

reaction towards Zarine’s food habits all substantiate the reality of cultural discrimination in 

our country. 

           Illiteracy and ego problems are also the reasons for the communal disharmony. 

Illiteracy makes one irrational, ignorant and irresponsible. Literacy, infact should be good, 

impartial and with human values.It should enable man to analyse, understand, avoid 

prejudices and own liberal ideas. In Final Solutions, The characters like Ramnik, Smita and 

Bobby are the liberal characters. They hold a liberal attitude towards life. Religion and culture 

are secondary for them. Humanity, sensitivity and rationality are the prominent elements for 

them while conservatism, ego and superiority complex are part of the characters like Aruna 

and Javed.  

                 Dattani attempts to find solutions for the social major problem like communal 

disharmony. According to him Liberalism can reduce disharmony to a great extent. In the play, 

the outlook of Smita and Ramnik towards life and people is noteworthy. The manner in which 

Ramnik speaks to Tasneem’s father over telephone, shows his concern for humans, irrespective 

of their religion. The friendly and sensitive attitude of people can help the nation sustain 

brotherhood and affection for both the communities. In the play, Ramnik invites Tasneem’s 

father to his family. He also gives refuge to two Muslim boys and save them from being 

attacked. The liberal and positive outlook of Ramnik  saved the life and changed the mindset of 

his family members. 

               Smita is also one of the liberal characters in the play. Smita’s arguments with her 

mother over religion and customs prove her liberal outlook towards humans. She protests 

against her mother’s conservative ideas. She makes her mother realize the importance of 

humanity, liberty and equality. She considers the age old traditions as stifle. She holds a great 

respect for other religions and customs she has both Muslims and Hindus as her friends. Smita 

makes her mother visualize that the real strength lies in liberality and brotherhood. Moreover 

she makes her mother recognize that the lack of understanding and disrespect for one another 

results in disharmony. Thus Dattani advocates the idea of liberalism, protection of interests, 
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understanding, humanity and brotherhood will sustain peace, harmony and happiness in the 

society. He also promotes that the tendency of forgiveness reduces the feeling of insecurity and 

resentment among the two communities, causing a paradise on the earth. He also asserts the 

significance of the role of youth, common people, and politicians to curb polarization in the 

society. He also emphasizes the need to contemplate over the progress of the nation with all 

basic amenities and vigor in the society. He proposes the idea that “All reliogions are one; the 

ways to God are many”. All are equal and all should believe in humanity. 
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