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Exordium 

On account of outstanding achievements in the fields of science and technology, the world has 
shrunken into a small unit. The beauty of a garland lies in its fragrance. The utility of a lamp lies 
in its light. Similarly, the essentiality of universality lies in teaching of English language and 
literatures. Technology has made our universe  Globalised Village. Ours is a computer age. We 
live in the space age, not in stone age. Ours is not an age of magic, but an age of logic in which 
English has become an imperative must. 

The peoples of the world are not only independent but are interdependent in the spheres of 
economics, politics, ethics and linguistics, besides spirituality.  The universe is nature made but 
the borders of the nations are man made. One earth, one sun, one moon, one family, i.e. universal 
family. Our basic physical structure,  mental makeup,  moral needs and  spiritual aspirations are 
the same all over the universe irrespective of our caste, colour, creed, community, race, region, 
religion and language. Our origin is common. Our destiny is common. From womb to tomb, the 
top of it is our spiritual inheritance.   

Language - The fulcrum of universal citizenship 

In our international society, English has become universal language, technology language and 
library language. It has become the mosaic floor of all communities, countries , customs, cultures 
and continents, unifying both global hemispheres. Now, the world has become a body. Our duty 
is that we should provide a soul, in the form of teaching of English language and literatures into 
the body of universe.  

Our “classic” English literatures and the works of the predecessors and the contemporaries have 
“Open Sesame” the notion of universal citizenship. It has resulted in global relationship, 
international fellowship and worldly friendship. English has become the alpha and omega of the 
universal oneness. Without a doubt, it is the seedbed as well as nursery of universal citizenship 
through the prism of multiplicity of nationhood on earth. 



 

              Scholar Critic                                            ISSN 2348 – 6937 (Print)                                                                                         

                    Vol-03, Issue-01, April 2016                                               ISSN 2348 – 6945 (Online) 
 
 

108 

The flower does not deny the stalk; the stalk does not deny the branch; the branch does not deny 
the stem; the stem does not deny the root. Likewise, the universal citizenship cannot and does not 
deny the literatures and language. It is because English is the anchor of Universality. 

Neither political arrangements nor economic alliances but the understanding of the different 
peoples through English has made the vision of international community as a living functional 
reality. Now the time has come when people feel at home in every part of the part of the world 
through the globalized English. The entire world has become universalized village; every culture 
is our heritage besides English being our common language. 

The UNO, the UNESCO, the WHO, the FAO, and so on overtly and covertly self-explain the 
emerging universal citizenship through it (English).  

Linguistic Connectivity 

English language spiced with literatures is as unique as the sun. After the emergence of mass 
media and social networking sites like facebook, twitter, whatsup, and so on, all countries of the 
world have got interlinked and interlocked, almost overlapping.  It has resulted in universality in 
individuality, unity in diversity, singularity in plurality. 

The universe is our globe. The globe is our world. The world is  our country. How? Through the 
linguistic connectivity by means of English and by virtue of literatures. Shakespearean version of 
“All  the world is a stage and all men and women are actors” holds good in this 21st century also. 
George Bernard Shaw contemplates, “On earth, one family”. Moreover, Wordsworth, whose 
every word is worth, is of strong conviction that all towns are one and all men are kin. 

All nations of the universe are invariably the fingers of the same hand, branches of the same tree 
and products of the same spirits through the linguistic family.   

Taste, talent, tendency and temperament may differ from person to person, country to country.  
But the tongue of English does not differ among individuals, countries or continents. To such an 
extent, the linguistic connectivity has become deep-rooted and deep-seated on earthly soil. 

Past Experience spiced with Present Experiment aiming at Future Expectation 

In the past, nations of the world had had interest in the form of production with possession, 
development with domination and action with self-assertion but at present, they have principles. 
In  such a principled universe, if we are to have unity instead of disunity, faith in lieu of 
cynicism, hope in the place of despair, we must have to acknowledge, accommodate and actuate 
English as a binding global tongue for the universal citizenship.  Knowledge of English and its 
literature has already unified and united the nations of the world. In the past, the nations were 
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isolated islands, but now it has become a single body. Beyond any doubt, present experiment 
throws a flood of light on a new world society which is gradually, quietly and imperceptibly 
emerging and merging in the minds and the hearts of men.  

Common humanity i.e. the natural kinship of human beings is a part of wisdom, a dire need of 
the enlightened spirit and a sharp necessity of illumined mind.  

The quotable quote is;  

   The world is my country;  

   All mankind are my brethren; 

   To do good is my religion; 

   Let us believe in one language i.e. English , and no more. 

The human race is ONE. This oneness of humanity is not a mere empty dream or platitudinous 
phrase. It has become a historic fact on this global universe in the calendar of human evolution. 
With the lightning speeding up of communications, ideas and tools now belong to man as man. 
The indispensabilities of the historical process are making the world into one.  We stand on the 
threshold of a new society, a single society. That is to say, we live in the present on the past for 
the future. 

Awareness of Oneness of Mankind 

Had better English be the language of springboard for universal citizenship and seedbed of 
global brotherhood. We should be aware of and awake to the realisation of togetherness of 
mankind as the guiding principle of our thought and action.  

It is said, “Persia is the land of Light, Greece  the land of Grace, India the land of Dream, Rome 
the land of Empire, America the land of Success, Russia  the land of Blaze, China  the land of 
Dawn, Japan  the land of Sunbeam, Germany the land of Lighthouse, Australia  the land of 
Paragon, England  the Land of English, internalised and externalised, individualised and 
universalised, resulting in universal citizenship.” Thus, all nations are interwoven.  

Man – Re-maker 

Man is not a mere pattern maker, but essentially a re-maker of ALL IN ONE, i.e. 
UNIVERSALITY. Every morning brings a new day. Every pulse beats a new life, similarly  
English has paved in primrose path for universal citizenship.  
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East and West are relative terms. They are geographical expressions and not cultural types or 
linguistic entities.  The West being scientific in outlook and the East being spiritualistic in 
approach are merging with one another through the medium of English.  Science without religion 
is blind.  Religion without science is lame.  But universe without English is blind, lame, above 
all, dumb. Unequivocally the Western rationality and the Eastern religiosity have met and mated 
through the language English.  

Despite sharp international conflicts and setbacks, mutual slandering and bickering, the universe 
is getting to be one. All geographical boundaries and mental frontiers are disappearing. Nations 
have become out-dated. Patriotism has become outmoded. The concept ‘My country or Your 
country’ has become old-fashioned. The oneness of humankind has become modernised and 
universalised through the kaleidoscopic view of English. The most distant States have become 
near neighbours and an international society is in prospect.  The nations have trodden the path to 
modernisation which is another name for industrialisation in the form of universalization through 
the prism of Anglicisation.  

In our international unit, nationalism is a collective form of selfishness. In this context, we 
should develop a new flexibility, instead of mental rigidity, new powers of creative adaptation, 
perennial showers of mental accommodation and a paramount tower of linguistic togetherness. 
As the vein is closer to the neck, so is English to the earthlings. Whether a nation is fatherland or 
motherland or ideological pattern, the notion of universal citizenry has become not only 
unavoidable but also indispensable. A cosmic vision in human mind is the direst need of the 
world. It is because the nations are temporary tenants but universal citizens are the permanent 
owners of the earth, English being the commonest.  

Imperativeness of English 

The huge impact of globalised English knows no bounds. It has worked upon the marbles of 
human consciousness, global inter-relatedness, and the way we, the world citizens perceive 
ourselves in the word through the kaleidoscopic view of thoughts, words and deeds. Both 
nationally and internationally, English has become the medium of instruction at all academic 
levels.  Science and technology, commerce and communication, politics and ethics – all thrive on 
English. 

Owing to the must of English, universal citizenship has become imperative, immediate and 
important need of the hour. English is both the international language of Business, Diplomacy 
and Tourism, and the eye-opener of our minds to an entirely new perspective of universal 
citizenship on the wide horizon of the sky. 
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World citizenship is the only key which can unlock the hidden and life altering potentials of 
learning English. That is why, English is imperative universally. 

Master Key for Nourishing World Citizenship 

The new order we seek is not either national or continental. It is neither Occidental nor Oriental. 
Purely stating, it is universal through the arena of English. History is a road in which vital points 
are crossroads. Here the only vital point is the point of English language and literature for 
cherishing and flourishing universal citizenship through brotherhood. In truth, we have to lift the 
world off its hinges and transform the national man into a universal man. Hunger knows no 
nationality. Thirst knows no community. Urge for sex knows no individuality. Like that, English 
knows no continentality but only universality.  Technologically, the world has become a single 
body. English is the only language that can provide sole soul to the body.  Then only the dead 
organisation (world) will become a living organism.   

Our Universe is our Planet, which is multi-cultural, multi-religious, multi-communal, 
multinational and multi-continental in the vast space filled with silence. In such a universe of 
multiplicity, unity is not uniformity. English is the master key for opening the main gate of 
universal citizenship. Once it is done, the dawn will break, the bud will bloom and the sun will 
rise.  

There are four such sub-keys in order to effect universal citizenship: 

1. The key role of communication: English has become the commonest language for 
communication with people from different cultures and countries. It is the gateway to true human 
connection and relationship.  There is no substitute for communication. Nothing can replace it 
whether travel, education or intelligence or not even good information. Thorough communicative 
English, ‘they’ becomes dissolved and turns into the concept of ‘We’.  

English language has no bounds, therefore, communication is also boundless.  Thereupon, it 
results in universal citizenship. Being able to communicate and relate to people from a large 
variety of places is the first Himalayan step to global citizenship. Moreover, mingling of customs 
and comingling of cultures are the resultants, leading to cross-pollination of ideas and ideals, and 
cross-fertilization of thoughts and opinions. Hunger knows no nationality  

2. Recognising the Multiplicity in Unity: From fluent communication and human connection, a 
direct experience and understanding of all the different cultures we encounter on our path. It 
leads to the breakdown of multidimensional thinkings into single dimensional thought, i.e. 
universality. Uniqueness of universe is singularly unique. So far, so good. “Once a photograph of 
the earth, taken from the outside, is available….. a new idea as powerful as in history will be let 
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loose. “ Fred Hoyle, 1948. That new idea is nothing but the deep-rooted and deep-seated 
Universal Citizenship through global English. 

3. Good information catalyses and galvanises new perspectives for universal citizenship. It is 
not a dream but a reality because English is the richest language of perennial spring for more 
information, instruction, education and illumination.  

4. “You be the change you wish to see in the world.” Mahatma Gandhi.  Let our life and our 
actions serve as a vehicle for what we know to be true, and to be a force of change – not only for 
our family, our culture, our religion, but for the global family through English. To be a global 
citizen is to let our life be a reflection of our global awareness. Our responsibility lies in making 
the universe a better place through English.   

If every world citizen has magnanimity of mind, humanity of heart, universality of outlook, 
globality of approach, simplicity of life, spirituality of soul and adaptability of English, our 
common dream of universal citizenship will become a living functional reality. The shadow will 
become substance. 

Whatever our faith may be, whatever our languages may be, the same blood runs in our veins all 
over the universe and we are all heirs of a great spiritual inheritance, having English as universal 
language. By walking backwards, we cannot get into future.   

Epilogue:  

TEACHING OF LANGUAGE AND LITERATURES FOR UNIVERSAL CITIZENSHIP 
is a thoughtful, fruitful and useful caption in the ultramodern universal society. On earth, under 
the sky, English is the torch-bearer, eye-opener and path-maker for Universal oneness.  
However, it is only a process, not a product; it is only a stage, not the terminus; it is only an 
opportunity, not a fulfilment.  

Our minds build cathedrals before the workmen have moved a stone. Likewise, English has laid 
the cornerstone for the establishment of universal citizenship which is to be a milestone on the 
Global Highways on the ladder of human evolution. The curtain has fallen.  The die is cast. What 
for? It is for universal citizenship which is neither disillusioned idea nor imaginary fact.  

Taking the stupendous movement across the pages of history, we witness the linguistic power of 
English. From Plato to Nehru, Cicero to Lincoln, Shakespeare to Tagore, Russell to 
Radhakrishnan, great ideas and ideals, views and news, customs and cultures have been 
impressing on the minds and conscience of the people of each and every country in general, the 
peoples of the world in particular, setting afire their unification.  
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The bubbling of globality, the buoyancy of universality, the blooming of international society 
and the blossoming of universal humanity have become looming functional realities.  

The shadow of togetherness of the countries of the world has become the substance of oneness of 
humanity. It is neither delusion nor illusion. 

English has broken down the frontiers of human minds, the barriers of human hearts as well as 
the boundaries of nations.  

Universal citizenship, which appeared to be a mirage in the past, has become the heritage at 
present. English belongs to infinity and permanence belongs to eternity.  Ours is a universal 
world, in which all our hearts are beating in unison and pulses pulsating in communion reaching 
the crescendo of Universal Citizenship. The throb of the heart is the same all over the world. 
Similarly, the tongue of the nations is the same all over the universe. The “Corporate Existence” 
is breathing through our lungs across the windpipe  in the form of English. The leadership of 
English language is unquestionable, indisputable and indispensable. 

Let us pull down the mental walls;  

Let us tear the curtains of the heart; 

Let us demolish iron shutters which are within us; 

Let us breath freely the breeze of  English in the space filled with silence. 

Let us look around on a Vaster Horizon of the Sky and Earth for germination of UNIVERSAL  
RENAISSANCE, Reformation and Renovation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


